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| INTRODUCTION

The authors in this book are
* trying to build up a completely
new structure showing the’law or
laws by which the whole human
culture has developed. They put
forward the new ideas with in-
sight about the origin, the trans-
formation and the future of the
Culture, explore in depth the
particular characters and the

originators of different cultures,
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and about the proper status of Chinese culture in the
development of human Culture. The main ideas can
be summed up as “Two Theories” , “Three Major
Plates in Culture” ,and “Four Cardinal Rules”

“The Two Theories” include 1, “ The cross-
wise pluralistic concept of evolution” and 2, “The
heliocentric theory in culture”

“ The crosswise pluralistic concept of evolu-
tion” is taken to criticise the defective “ lineal
monist concept of evolution” which has been widely
accepted ever since Darwin’s time. In the light of
modern biochemistry and the ancient Chinese philo
sophy, Yijing (the book of Changes), it revealed that
both the origin of man and the evolution of human
culture happened in the manner of crosswise plural-
ism, thus it repudiated the hypothesis that man and
apes share the same ancestor by putting forward a
new hypothesis that each single species of life might
have its particular seed, and among these species of
life man is the best breed that has evolved into higher
biological entity in the best possible circumstances.

“The heliocentric theory in culture” is in fact
the genesis of culture on the earth, and the theory ex-
plains the vast difference between cultures on the
earth chiefly lie in the particular modes of movement

of the universe which in a way affected the distribu-
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tion of land and water over the surface of the earth.
As a result, the different climatic zones such as the
frigid, the torrid, the temperate, and the cool zones
were formed accordingly. And finally, in different cli-
matic zones each developed a different culture. The
most typical ones include the White Culture in the
frigid zone, the Black Culture in the torrid zone, and
the Yellow Culture in the temperate zone, called

“the three major plates in culture” . Between the

three plates there exist “seven intermediate cultural
areas”

The Black Culture is represented by the African
continent in the torrid zone, where lives of all forms
grow and reproduce luxuriantly. The early mode of e-

' conomy was virtually in the state of nature, and picking
up fruits, chasing animals were the main modes of pro-
duction. The rate of reproduction was comparatively
high, and the transmission and accumulation of culture
was poor, the typical national traits were of sensational
adaptation to contigency, and the cultural configurations
took the form of athletics and dances.

The White Culture is represented by the Europe,
where the living condition was tough with higher rate
of elimination of life and slow reproduction but better
in the transmission and accumulation of the culture.

The early mode of production was mainly fishing and
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hunting, which lays emphasis on cooperation in small
groups at the beginning, and that may account for the
later prosperous corperate economy in the White Cul-
ture. Because in wind and storm it is important to
communicate with each other with certain kind of
signs, people here developed symbol system which
later formed complicated language systems that are
highly distinguishable in the shades of meanings by
different sound and spelling form. TRese are the basis
of their advanced culture of rationalism with strong
musicality. And also because they lived on fishing and
hunting they became keen on cutting and dissecting,
which has contributed to the formation of the mathe-
matical analysis and analytical mind of thinking.
These are the basis of the modern sciences. The style
of their culture can be described as full of aggressive
and frontier spirits.

The Yellow Culture is represented by China in
Asia. As it is located just between the frigid and tor-
rid zones with vast territory and rich natural re-
sources the main mode of production was agriculture
which was highly dependent on weather, the Chinese
gradually formed the concept of “the unity of heaven
and man” in their philosophy. Their patient and care-
ful observation upon the seeds, soil, crops and celestial

phenomena helped cultivate their sophisticated visual
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capacity, their sensitiveness on colour and shape, and
their passionate character. All these may contribute to
the formation of the picturesque style of their culture
and philosophic concept on beauty.Besides, the dynamic
unification between the economy of small-scale farming
and the feudalist central power made it possible for them
to establish a stable central economy with the develop-
ment of the culture. The Yellow Culture is adept in as-
similating and conforming with other cultures but
weaker in being aggressive and opening up. However, it
has been very strong in the transmission and accumula-
tion of the culture.

Both the Yellow and White Culture systems are
adept in the transmission and accumulation of the cul-
ture, together with the convenient communication be-
tween the Asian and European continents, these two
major cultures thus gained great advantages in the devel-
opment of their own cultures in so-called antithetic pat-
tern. The active White Culture and the stative Yellow
Culture originated two different kinds of “world out-
look” known as the Oriental versus the Occidental. The
former can be represented by the philosophy based on gi
or aira;the latter is represented by the philosophy based
on atom. The Oriental philosophy emphasises the inte-
gration and connection of the universe whereas the Occi-

dental philosophy stresses the separate and independent




