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Chapter 1

Gateshead

] here was no possibility of taking a walk that day.
We had, indeed, been wandering in the leafless garden
for an hour in the morning, but since dinner, the cold
winter wind had brought with it such dark clouds and
such heavy rain that further exercise out of doors was
impossible.

1 was glad of it. 1 never liked long walks, especial-
1y on cold afternoons. Coming home in the twilight was
terrible to me—with frozen fingers and toes, and a
heart saddened by the scoldings of Bessie the nurse,
and by the consciousness of how weak my thin little
body was, compared with those of Eliza, John and
Georgiana Reed.

Eliza, John and Georgiana were now gathered
round their mama in the drawing room at Gateshead,
their home. She lay resting by the fireside, and with
her loved ones near her, for the time neither quarrelling
nor crying, she looked perfectly happy. She had dis-
missed me from the group. saying that she regretted
she was forced to keep me at a distance, but that until I
tried earnestly to develop a more friendly and attractive
nature, she really could not admit me to pleasures in-
tended only for contented, happy little children.

‘But what have 1 done?’ 1 asked.

‘Jane, 1 don’t like questions or objections. Chil-
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dren should not speak to their elders in such a way. Sit
down somewhere, and until you can speak pleasantly.
remain silent. ’

A small breakfast room lay next to the drawing
room. I crept in there. It contained bookshelves, and I
soon took possession of a book making sure that it
should be one full of pictures. I climbed on to the win-
dow-seat, and gathering up my feet, I sat cross-
legged. There, having drawn the red curtains, I felt
doubly sheltered.

Every picture told a story, mysterious often to my
undeveloped understanding, yet always deeply interest-
ing—as interesting as the stories that Bessie sometimes
began on winter evenings, when she happened to be in
a good temper, holding our eager attention with memo-
ries of love and adventure taken from old songs and sto-
ries.

With the book on my knee, 1 was happy. I feared
nothing but interruption, and that came too soon.

The voice of John Reed called me. Then he
paused. He found the room empty.

‘Where in the world is she?” he cried. ‘Lizzy!
Georgy!’ he called to his sisters. ‘Jane is not here.
Tell Mama she has run out into the rain. Bad animal!’

‘It is lucky that I drew the curtain,’ I thought,
and I wished with all my heart that he might not dis-
cover my hiding place. Nor would he have found it out
for himself, as he was neither sharp-sighted nor intelli-
gent, but Eliza put her head in at the door, and said at
once:

‘She is in the window-seat, surely, John.’



