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Facts and Opinions

Unit 1

Listen to the facts and opinions about Strangers twice and fill in the blanks with what you
hear from the recording. Pay attention to the sentence structures as you might find them

useful in your own discussion.

10.
11.

12,
13.

14.

15.

The stranger looked at me _ skeptically _ for a few minutes and then drove away from
the parking lot without a word.
Though she’s studied in a foreign language university for several years, she is a
stranger _ to French.

The little boy felt _strange amid so many foreign children.
It _seems odd _ that John could afford a new BMW (£ % #4754 ), for he was laid off
from his job a year ago.
She was very __curious  about the way he counted the votes after the election for
school president.
My _ curiosity _ as well as anger rose as I watched him flip through the letters on my
desk in his nosy (& & ¥ ¥ 9) way.
It is quite __indifferent _ to me whether you agree or disagree with the argument that
men are born evil.
It's __queer _indeed that a stranger offered me a cup of tea when I was thirsty on the
train during the journey.
The new regulations imposed by the police are very _unusual  and it will take time to
get used to them.
That newspaper is __notorious _ for giving biased accounts.
The old lady always slept under the bed with her clothes on, and this _eccentric _ hab-
it of hers actually saved her life when an earthquake struck abruptly one night.
Too many people, especially young people, like to use screen names to chat __online .
Though you can not tell how old your pal ({k4¥) in an Internet room is, more often
than not you can tell whether the _chatter _is a male or a female.

Talkative __ persons are dangerous, for they have no secrets about themselves and
keep no secrets of others.
I like easy-going people and feel _relaxed  when talking to them. The monitor, for

example, acts and thinks in one and the same way.

Strangers



16. Speech is silver, but _silence _is gold.

17.  Facial expressions are very important. We sometimes can tell from the way a stranger
talks whether he or she is __trustworthy _ or not.

18. Instant Messaging (BP if 13 &) , or “IM,” is a new phenomenon that has rapidly grown
in __popularity _ around the world in just a few years. Some experts now believe that
IM may be one of the most popular computer applications ever.

19. IRC, or Internet Relay Chat, is a form of real-time Internet text messaging (chat). It

is mainly designed for group communication in __discussion forums _, called channels,

but also allows one-to-one communication via private message as well as chat and

data transfers . As of May 2009, the top 100 IRC networks served more than half a
million users at a time.

20. MSN is a collection of Internet sites and services provided by Microsoft. Microsoft

used the MSN brand name to promote _numerous popular _Web-based services in the

late 1990s, most notably Hotmail and Messenger, before reorganizing many of them
in 2005 under another __ brand name , Windows Live. Some of the MSN services
affected by the rebranding included MSN Hotmail, which became Windows Live
Hotmail; MSN Messenger, which became Windows Live _ Messenger ; MSN Search,
which became Live Search, now known as Bing.

21. Tencent QQ, generally referred to as QQ, is the most __popular free instant _ messag-

ing computer program in mainland China. It enables __real-time communication _ be-

tween PCs, mobile phones and pagers. The number of simultaneous online QQ users
exceeded 100 million  on March 5, 2010.
22. Skype is a popular chatting program on the Internet. The Skype communications

system is __notable for _its broad range of features, including _ free voice and __video
conferencing _, its ability to use peer to peer technology (&2}, & M 4% K) to overcome

common firewall (F5 K 3&) and network address translation problems.

Pair Work

One of you asks the first six questions and the other answers. Starting from Question 7,
change roles. When you have finished, the teacher may want you to answer some questions

in class.

Do you like to talk to strangers when you take a train home? Why?
What kind of topics do you usually like to talk about to strangers?
If you had to ask for directions when you got lost, whom would you go to for help?

What would you do if a stranger offered you a cup of tea when you were thirsty?

or R D =

What would you do if a stranger offered you an umbrella when you were trapped in a
phone box during a storm?
6. Do you talk to strangers who sit beside you while you are having a meal in a dining

hall? Why?

Unit1 Strangers .3 .



