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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fairy Tales, and hope that you like it.

A fairy tale is a fictitious story marked with strong imaginative colour.
Its subject matter accords closely with children’s modes of thinking. It can
inspire your mind, widen your vision and kindle your rich imagination.

The set includes representative works of the world’s famous fairy tale
writers and works that have had a great influence on the world. It consists
of sixty works, including eleven fairy tales by Chinese writers, and is
collected in twelve volumes. It is arranged according to the history of the
development of world fairy tales.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and in English and offers good
reading materials for English learners. At the same time, it can help
remove the language barriers for our little friends all over the world. We
have invited Mr. Thomas McClellan from Edinburgh University to be the
general editor of the translations. He has worked very seriously and
earnestly to ensure the accuracy of the translations in the books. For this,

we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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(1) fEsm g N /NBE, e R In Sweden there lived a little boy
H7 - B2 /RBEFA-TH B 1 ##% b 14 named Nils Holgersson. He was already
s 4 oy, = fourteen, but he had no interest in studyin,
BT HIX BT, LI ying
VL R B A A R R at all. He was so naughty and mischievous

that even the cows and geese at his home
didn’t like him.
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(2) - TEHXEL, #8515 One Sunday morning, his parents
BT ET b BiE > were out. They asked him to review his

B T B, T T SR A T — iessons ;t holrlnet.) But afu:,ir a wlgle of list-
o)L BT T . ess reading, he began to doze off.
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It was a fine spring day outside.
The little boy didn’t know how long he
had slept. Suddenly he was woken by a
very light noise. Oh! He saw a little Fox
Fairy standing beside the trunk where his
mother kept her clothes. It was only as
big as a thumb.
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He had heard stories about the little Fox
Fairy before. But he didn’t expect that it was
so small. Dressed in a black robe and with a
black wide-edged hat on its head, it looked
quite lovely. Silently he covered the poor
little fellow with a gauze hood.
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(5) /MMIERBER T &, 3 The little Fox Fairy implored Nils to
S0 35 A — 3 /N A]Fl— 4 let it go and promised to give him a silver
M. BERET AR spoon and a gold coin. The boy agreed.

s . He didn’t expect that the omnipotent little
ANIRAL 3 4 BB/ | gy .
iﬁr‘jﬁﬂﬂ DAL i 4 B Fox Fairy in the stories would be so cow-
HEo

ardly and incompetent.

(6) AT &, IE H/MINAL B e H 2b However, when the little Fox Fairy was
HREHE, B AE T 48R about to climb out of the gauze hood, Nils
B — e P AL T I changed his mind. He thought he should ask it

MMz s 2e f l i i . ) j
SN, e 7 i B
AT —ICEEM L, he felt a sudden and heavy slap on his face.
—4-
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(7) BEBGM T BLIH, Bk The boy lost consciousness as if he
& MERSERT, bR % PiZ  had had an electric shock. When he came
BRI A T i [ O to-he was astonished to find that every-

thing in the room had become larger, while

i 4 ° .
TLJ\N{UJ%f— E‘H\ﬁ?‘é‘jﬁﬁ’] hA he himself had become no bigger than the
S TR T AR T little Fox Fairy. He stood dumbstruck in

front of the mirror.
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(8) BHEEEZH/IALYEFI . R Nils wanted to find the little Fox Fairy
EREEHTRA , MFIEATES to strike a bargain. So long as he could

T M= B SN become a normal boy again, he would b,e
sure to behave himself. But he couldn’t

R BT REY AL find the little Fox Fairy anywhere.
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In the yard,a little sparrow cried,
“Come and see the thumb-sized little
boy!"The geese and chickens hissed and
clucked. “Serves him right! Serves him
right! He tore my cockscomb! He plucked
my feathers!”

(10) BEFEERIRET MAE
B, AT - BB, AN A 7E R
JL2 SRRk RAE , TR
UFIR, X ER A R E B
T "R .
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The boy ran away with his hands on
his ears. He saw a cat and asked it,“Dear
kitten, where does the little Fairy Fox
live?”The cat shook its head,“I know, but
I won’t tell you so you can’t pull my tail
any more. "The cow mooed in agreement.
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(11) 5% &wiﬂt’t?ﬁ#ﬂﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁﬁ
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Nils climbed up to sit on the stone
wall covered with thistles and brambles.
He was no longer a normal boy but a
freak. His parents and the other children
wouldn’t like him any more.

(12) —BAHEBA 72 89 K HE K
Tk ENTERH ERRERE, U5
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A skein of wild geese was flying over.
They saw the geese on the ground and
shouted,“Come with us! Let’s fly to the
high mountains and the mighty oceans!”But
one after another, the domestic geese shook
their heads and refused.
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A white goose was somewhat tempted
and replied, “Wait a moment! I’m coming!”It
spread its wings and flew up to the sky. But it
was only a few steps away when it fell down to
the ground again. The wild geese turned back
to wait for it.

(14) BEAER—E X, M,
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Nils saw all this clearly. He thought
if this white goose flew away, Mum
would surely be upset. Thinking of this,
he jumped down from the wall and ran to
grab hold of the neck of the white goose
with his arms.



(15) WAtA st —BEHE , AR € Just at this moment, the white goose
TH¥, IEEZEES T e B flew up,taking the little boy into the sky

HRBAKIER S, [Ty €3, with it. Following the flock of wild geese,
he flew into the distance.

(16) filufi] €ad T 75 #& A LA AR They flew over checker-board field.s
KB HE AT AL L%, (9% and high mountains. Gradually, the white
W IR AE T AP EREE Y&l goose became exhausted. As the sun was

— ; i hey settled down on the shore of a
s ) AL T 2 setting, they
22;5;12 fIBRAERE 3 2 1 HEA lake with the flock of wild geese.
+ o



