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Preface

Modernization is an enormous revolution in the history of mankind.
As a global process of social transition it has brought about multilayer and
all - round changes in the material, systematic and ideological culture of
the whole society, therefore having profound and lasting impacts on human
society and real life.. In terms of social and historical process. it is charac-
terized by timeliness, cultural and systematic nature; While concerning
the field of ideology and cognition, which displays ambiguity and complex-
ity. Modernity is the essential and defining feature of modern society in the
process of modernization. Modern awareness is people’s subjective aware-
ness of modernization, which takes the form of longing for and understand-
ing of modemnization. Anti — modemn awareness refers to the rejection of
modern awareness, which contains double implications. One is that people
make use of the pre — modern traditional thoughts to resist modern spirit;
Another is that people use post — modemn emotions to criticize and question
the defects exposed during the process of modernization, which is manifes-
ted as anxieties over modemity.

It shall be noted that modernization by itself is not the ideal and ob-
jective of mankind. The ultimate objective should be set on man, i. e.
man reaches material and spiritual ideality through the process and method
of modernization. This means that the nature of modemization is the mod-
emization of man, the fundamental transformation of man’ s values,
knowledge structure and personality structure. Thereby man is led to con-
stant transcendence and based on this, achieves continuous social develop-
ment. From the viewpoint of literary sociology, the process of social mod-
ernization is the ultimate reference system of literary modernity, modern
awareness and anti — modernity and anti — modern awareness. Ever since
the May Fourth New Culture Movement it has been a lingering dream for
generations of people with high ideas to construct a modern scientific ideal
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society of democracy and freedom. and ultimately realize mankind’s liber-
ation and modernization. This dream has become a basic them of the twen-
tieth century Chinese literature.

However, due to time difference and paradox in the historical con-
text. the process of Chinese modemnization in the twentieth century quite
often took the form of non ~ modem or anti — modern social practices which
were derived from the longing for modernization. On the academic layer,
anti — modern awareness appearing in such social practices displays the en-
lightening positive meditation of the extremity of modernization as well as
the negative invasion of modernization refection and anti — culture aware-
ness which should be put on alert. This book mainly carried out research
on the latter layer and analysises its artistic projection on the twentieth
century Chinese literature.

The fallacious concepts existing in the twentieth century Chinese liter-
ature are specifically manifested as follows:

1. The reinforcement of worker — peasant culture standard resulting
from political and cultural choice subject to historical yardstick. This cau-
ses the increasingly expanded worker — peasant awareness which is re-
leased in a extreme and excessive way, this suppressing and strangling the
spirit of enlightenment externally.

2. The sacred country culture formed by the value judgement concen-
trating on aesthetic measure. Under this aesthetic value, country becomes
a holy land for moral idealism and aesthetic romanticism and thus culti-
vate. All cultural stance of pre — modern rejection and non — modernity
meditation, senior standard value and past — oriented mode of thinking.

3. The increasing weakening of self — awareness arising from the de-
creasing spirit of enlightenment which specifically manifests uniformity of
ideology, politicization of way of behavior and simplification of emotional
trend. The book focuses on the defects of anti — modern awareness in the
twentieth century Chinese literature with the aim to warn people that China
still lacks genuine modern awareness and modern concept. modernization
is an unfinished plan for China, and that the cause of Chinese moderniza-
tion still has a long way to go.
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