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The Equity of China’s Elementary Education
a Perspective from the Contrast between

Inter-provincial Distribution of
Educational Resources

ABSTRACT

In the development of the elementary education in China, the equal
opportunity of the right to education has actually not been financially guaranteed
by the government. The inequality of the educational resources which guarantee
the equal right of education differs between developed and less developed
regions, the gap also exists between the urban and rural areas, the difference
and gap still grows worse. And this fact does not meet the goal of the
construction of harmonious society. In modemn civilized society the guarantee
and development of the right to education requires the equal allocation of
educational resources among regions and between urban and rural areas and
somewhat even between individuals and groups of people. Only through this way
can guarantee the equal right of education from the beginning and during the
process of schooling. The equal distribution of educational resources is one key

necessary requirement to achieve the equity of education, and it is also an



important content of educational equity.

This book starts from the exploration of the theory of the distribution of
educational resources, the theory of educational equity and public finance of
education, using a set of measurements of the equal distribution of educational
resources derives from the measurement of inequality and educational equity to
describe the status quo of the distribution of financial resources of education, the
distribution of human resources of education and the distribution of material
resources of education among provinces of China from the year 2003 to 2006 in
general primary schools, general junior secondary schools and general senior
secondary schools, and that between urban and rural areas. The descriptive
analysis goes into details on the total expenditure of education and elementary
education, per capita educational expenditure, per capita educational course
expenditure,, per capita construction expenditure, per capita head expenditure
and routine fees of educational course expenditure, per capita budgeted
educational expenditure. The descriptive analysis of difference of the allocation
of human resources goes to the pupil-teacher ratios, the composing of teachers’
degrees and professional ranks, the percentage of pari-time teachers among
provinces and between urban and rural areas. The provincial difference analysis
also goes to the studenis on campus in the general primary and secondary
education in each 100 thousand people. The descriptive analysis of difference of
the allocation of material resources goes to per capita campus construction area
per capita fixed assets, per capita books, per capita computers. The research
finds that there exists a Matthew effect whatever in the distribution of the
human, material and financial resources of education between regions and
areas.

This book puts forth that the two-sect system of social economy causes the
unbalanced development between urban and rural areas and among regions, thus
causes the unequal distribution of the resources of elementary education which
exagerates the Matthew effect of the distribution. So the government should
develop the social economy harmoniously by eliminating the difference between

regions and areas. The government should provide the elementary education as a



fundamental necessary good and equally protect this fundamental right.
Especially the government should bear its political responsibility to promote
equal education from the beginning of the equality of resources. Only through
this way can achieve the real educational equity, thus requires the government
compensate the less developed and deprived regions and students from these
areas, for example, ensuring the national bottom line of per capita educational
expenditure, establishing the transfer payment in education etc. Through the
establishment of the public financial payment for elementary education to ensure

the equal right to elementary education for citizens.

Key Words: elementary education, distribution of educational resources,

educational equity
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