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English is the most widely spoken language
in the history of our planet, used in some way
by at least one out of every seven human
beings around the globe. Half of the world’s
books are written in English, and the majority
of international telephone calls are made in
English. English is the language of over sixty
percent of the world’s radio programs, many
of them beamed, ironically, by the Russians,
who know that to win friends and influence
nations, they’re best off using English. More
than seventy percent of international mail is
written and addressed in English, and eighty
percent of all computer text is stored in English.
English has acquired the largest vocabulary of
all the world's languages, perhaps as many as
two million words, and has generated one of the
noblest bodies of literature in the annals of the
human race.

Nonetheless, it is now time to face the fact
that English is a crazy language.
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In the crazy English language, the blackbird
hen is brown, blackboards can be green or
bilue, and blackberries are green and then red
before they are ripe. Even if blackberries were
really black and blueberries really blue, what
are strawberries, cranberries, elderberries,
huckleberries, raspberries, and gooseberries
supposed to look like?

To add to this insanity, there is no butter
in buttermilk, no egg in eggplant, no grape
in grapefruit, no bread in shortbread, neither
worms nor wood in wormwood, neither pine
nor apple in pineapple, neither peas nor nuts in
peanuts, and no ham in a hamburger. (In fact, if
somebody invented a sandwich consisting of a
ham patty in a bun, we would have a hard time
finding a name for it.) To make matters worse,
English muffins weren't invented in England,
french fries in France, or Danish pastries in
Denmark. And we discover even more culinary
madness in the relevations that sweetmeat is
made from fruit, while sweetbread, which isn't
sweet, is made from meat.

In this unreliable English tongue,
greyhounds aren't always grey (or gray);. panda
bears and koala bears aren't bears (they're
marsupials®); a woodchuck is a groundhog,
which is not a hog; a horned toad is a lizard;
glowworms are fireflies, but fireflies are not
flies (they're beetles); ladybugs and lightning
bugs are also beetles (and to propagate’, a



significant proportion of ladybugs must be
male); a guinea pig is neither a pig nor from
Guinea (it's a South American rodent); and a
titmouse is neither mammal nor mammaried”.
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