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Poverty and Distributive Justice
———On Amartya Sen’s Economical Ethics

Abstract;
Amartya Sen’s research on poverty and distributive justice based on

the main clue of connection of economy and ethic, means and ends. I
shall summarize, discuss, and comment on Sen’ s research, and extend to
economical ethics. There are four parts in my dissertation.

Part I, [ explore poverty and the social institutional cause of pover-
ty. I think poverty as the failure of economy and ethic. Sen found the so-
cial cause of poverty comes from deprivation of entitlement by identifica-
tion, aggregation methods with history facts, which broke through “popu-
lation theory”, “food supply shortage”, and “income centered” , Poverty
in Chinese history shows Sen’ s viewpoint reasonable to a ceriain extent.
Sen has shorteoming of incomplete induction.,

Part IT, I expound distributive justice of capability equality. I regard
that Sen managed to realize distributive justice by capability equality, ac-
cording to the integrating economy and ethic, efficiency and equity. Sen
reflects Utilitarianiam which it’ s disadvantage is too much unilateral and
instrumental value with advantage of considening consequentiality. Hurnan
value is ends beyond means. Human is moral agent, his capability
strengthening is the inner cause of realizing distributive justice, affects
not only on the efficiency and productive forces, but also on human digni-
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ty and other high needs. Commodity and money input is extemnal, tempo-
rary, and instrumental policy, by contrast, capability approach aims to
“Alchemy” is fundamental policy. Sen’ capability approach deepens and
applies John Rewls’ s theory of justice, focus on agent’ s capability,
avoids John Rawls’s primary goods to commodity fetishism. Sen criticizes
Robert Nozick rigid entitlement ignonng of consequentiality, suspects the
justice of legal rights, and emphasizes moral rights and human rights. On
the one hand, Sen paid close attention to inner capability for productive
forces, on the other hand, he thought extemal equal rights among agents
important. Based on ethics for human exist, dignity, and entitlement,
Sen has new contribution to distributive justice, although he has difficul-
ties on definition of capability, relations between capability and utility,
interpretation of the relations among “can”, “be”, “do”, and “ought
to", and practical dimensions.

Part III, I expiain the essential values for distributive justice. Free-
dom, democracy and development are social values backgrounds in eco-
nomical ethics. Freedom, democracy and development have ends and
means, constructive and unilateral. New development values HDI (human
development indices) beyond GNP (gross national product) and higher
needs beyond basic needs. Sen criticized “Asian values” for ignoring and

neglecting democracy,
' Part TV, T discuss policies of anti — poverty and distributive justice.
From the perspective of economical ethics, the fundamental policy is de-
veloping capability for high efficiency, in the meanwhile equal rights, es-
pecial for women and other vulnersble groups. The concrete policies in-
clude true market system, active roles in public action of government, so-
cial security, popular education, more employment and equal opportuni-
ty.
4 .



HE-LRAH

At last, 1 analyses the role of poverty and distributive justice in Sen’
s economical ethics, Sen attempts to revive economical ethics, harmony
economy and means with ethic and ends, surmount in poverty and distrib-
utive justice. Sen’s work manifests the importance and arduousness of
subject construction of economical ethics,

Key words:

poverty; distributive justice; capability; entitlements; economieal

ethics
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