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Yawen Ji, male, born in Changfeng Country, Anhui, in 1959, has the degree of
Master of Business Administration (MBA). He is concurrently the subprefect of
Dingyuan Country Government, and the member of the Anhui Provincial
Calligrapher Association, has researched on the seal cutting art for more than 20
years. He has read up plenty of seal cutting monographs of many experts during
these years, and practised his own skill by simulating the seal cutting famous works
in the history. He is pursuing persistantly to inherit the artistic essence of seal
cutting, and progress his own seal cutting art level.
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The Olympics is wonderful because of culture

Naitian Zhang

The history has proved that the Olympic Games are not only grand gathering for sports, but
also communication platform for culture. The effects of the Olympic Games on cultural
transmission and output cannot be compared by any other international large-scale event. Looking
back the history of the Olympic Games, even when the sports players’ achievements have became
history, the particular culture of the countries which have held the Olympic Games still live vividly
in the world people’s mind, the people from different countries and different nations get a chance to
know each other’s cultures, and then accept them, absorb them with selectivity. The Olympic
Games not only break the cultural barriers of the five continents, but also effectively construct a
fast path for cultural transmission, they makes the different cultural characters, cultural formations,
and cultural flavors a chance to get together and affect each other, so that to become more and more
rich and colorful. It makes the worldwide countries and nations a chance to experience the truth,
goodness and beauty, which are brought out by the wonderful world culture.

2001, Beijing honorably won the chance to hold the 29" Olympic Games. The whole Chinese
people's dream of Olympics is realized. This success is definitely a symbol that the China has
became more and more prosperous and strong, our Chinese nation is now standing rock-firm in the
family of nations. Further more, it shows us the world people’s approval to our country’s great
achievement in the reform and modernization. The history always has coincidence, 2008 is just the
year that our country’s modernization has been executed for thirty years. We need a great event to
celebrate; we need a chance to cheer. And just at this moment, the Olympics comes to China. With
the national wide singing to eulogize the great sports event, centering on the Olympic concepts
--"Green Olympics, High-tech Olympics and People's Olympics", Chinese people’s steps of
welcoming the Olympics become more and more fast and powerful. Our passion is unprecedented,
our sincerity comes from the bottom of our hearts. This is because every Chinese knows that, when
we are carrying forward the Olympic spirits "Unity, Friendship and Peace" and the Olympic motto
"Higher, Faster, and Stronger", we are also facing the great chance to present the traditional,
resplendent and orderly developing Chinese culture. In China which is a product of 5,000 years of
civilization and history, a brand new great rejuvenation of culture has formally started. Everyone of
the whole country gathers together with one mind, and dedicates all-round participation to the
Olympics. From the government to the local administration; from the form of opening ceremony
and closing ceremony, to the Mass Culture & Sports Activities’ flourishing development; from the
independent scientific and technological innovation, to the miraculous traditional craft...they are
all acting out the harmonious integration of the Chinese culture and the Olympic spirits. The



Chinese culture, which is based on the profound traditional culture, has unpredictable power to
affect the world culture. When the news that Beijing will hold the 2008 Olympic Games spread out,
and the red eye-catching "Chinese Seal" became the emblem of the 2008 Olympic Games,
subprefect Yawen Ji who has a deep understanding of Olympics, started his cultural ponderation
about Olympic Games. His consideration is standing on seal cutting art. Based on his research, the
reason for the judges to choose the "Chinese Seal" as emblem is: the seal cutting is an exotic flower
of Chinese crafts, which has long history, deep cultural accumulation, sublime aesthetic
connotation, and unique artistic form. It’s valuable because of its uniqueness. He also knows that
the seal cutting art’s value orientation has developed along the history, it’s no more a simple and
insignificant skill, but a particular carrier to express the Chinese culture and a cultural activity that
can edify sentiment and serve the society. And no doubt that it can also be the implement to display
the Olympic spirits which means Unity, Friendship and Peace.

Based on this comprehension and together with his love for the seal cutting art and the
practice of it, he resolves to exhibit thousands of champions in the modern Olympic history by seal
cutting, in order to stimulate Chinese people's enthusiasm for the Olympics. His thought is
advisable, his choice is realizable, however, his efforts are arduous, even unimaginable. As a
subprefect, he is occupied with lots of administrative affairs, and just can do the seal cutting after
work. Besides work, study and life, he devoted all his time to the seal cutting art during the last
four years. He regards it as responsibility and mission to improve the culture and art
accomplishment of himself. He makes such arduous efforts, getting calluses on his hands time after
time and making the gravers blunted again and again. As we all know "Faith will move mountains".
Through unremitting efforts, he gains plentiful and substantial achievements: more than three
thousands seals are carved and impressed, and the book of his seals will be published soon. Mr. Ji
invites me to write the preface for his book. Taking a wide view of his seals, it is obvious that his
seals are straight and squared, dignified and graceful, bringing out the natural beauty just as the
style of the Qin and Han Dynasties’ seals. Some of his opuses also come out with more free
consciousness and creativity, which are similar to the artistic concept of Mufu Huang. It” s hard to
image that a public officer has carved all the thousands of seals, but everyone can image that how
much time it has taken and how much work he has done. I admire him for his clinging spirit and
feel deeply touched. He is a Practitioner of the slogan--"I participate, I contribute and I enjoy".
What I have learned from him is the cultural taste and cultural accomplishment that a civil servant
should have. As a common reader, 1 appreciate his contribution to the Spiritual Civilization
Construction and the presentation of Olympic spirits. I look forward to his next excellent works for

our readers.
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Postscript

2001, China won the chance to hold the 29" Olympic Games. I am very glad to hear the
news, and wish to do something for the Beijing Olympics myself. When I heard that the "Chinese
Seal" became the emblem of the 2008 Olympic Games, I can not control my ebullition of passion
for sports and seal cutting, So I decide to make a seal for each of the three thousand champions of
the Summer Olympic Games in the last hundred years, and gather them in one book to greet the
Beijing Olympics.

The hope and dream inspirits my forthfaring footstep, I used to inebriate in my originality
and long for a perfect outcome, but during the creation process after beginning, I realize what a
challenging work it is. It’s unimaginable what a huge workload it is and how much time it will
take at the outset. I have researched on seal cutting for more than 20 years, but as a subprefect,
there are always lots of administrative affairs waiting to deal with, as a result, my seal cutting
practices are intermittent, and I have never worked on series. Some people predicted that I can
not work it out and all my efforts are worthless. Sometimes I become hesitated and even think
about giving up. But each time when I think about the strong beat of the Olympics, the
encouragement from my families, the understanding from my leaders, the support from my
workmates, I decide to bear the pressure and persist on my dream. "How many decisive battles
one can encounter in his whole life ", it’s a great honor and pleasure of my whole life to have a
chance ﬁghtiﬁg for the Olympics. In the last years, | declined all the social intercourses that I
could refuse, used all the time that I could use. With clear goal and great passion, I dedicated to
the seal cutting work. Even in evection, I still took seal stones and gravers with me. After a long
time insistent efforts, the "Seal Cutting Collection of the Olympic Champions in the Last
Hundred Years" finally accomplished.

During the long creation process, my wife Xia Wang sacrificed a lot, I appreciate her help
from my deep heart. I wish to express my sincere appreciation to 100-year-old Sinology master
Mr. Wen Huaisha for taking the time to inscribe the title of this book. The via president and
general secretary of Anhui Provincial Calligrapher Association Maohong Fang helped me a lot,
I’d like to express my gratitude to him. The director of Anhui Provincial Seal Cutting Committee
Naitian Zhang guides me with complete devotion, and checks my works strictly. I appreciate and
admire his rigorous attitude of scholarship. My cousin Weiyang Ji is my helpful assistant, his
sacrificial spirit impresses me a lot. I will always remember the unselfish dedication of Jinwu
Zhang,Jie Wang, Qixiang Yong and my ex-colleagues in Dingyuan County Financial Bureau.

I use my spare time, bring out amateurish works with amateurish level. I just want to join
my love for sports and pursuance for seal cutting art together, and cheer for the Beijing Olympics.
Because of the limitation of ability, there must be some deficiencies in this book, I expect for
your criticism.

Yawen Ji
2008.7.21 in Dingyuan
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