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Preface

I used to go camping in Sam A Village occasionally when I was in secondary school. Whenever
I got pass Wu Kau Tang, I always saw a towering memorial with a shiny red star at the top. That
was strange, I thought. How could there be a grave of a communist member in a territory under
the British rule? It was only later that I knew the answer from villagers nearby: when Hong Kong
fell to the Japanese, many local villagers had joined the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the East
River Column, a communist-led guerrilla force. They fought against the Japanese invaders to
protect their homeland and many sacrificed their lives. That was the first time in my life that I

heard of the East River Column.

A few years ago, a research was conducted on the history of Pak Mong, Ngau Kwu Long and Tai
Ho, the three villages in Mui Wo, Lantau Island. Visits were made to local villagers. I could never
forget a visit to a villager in Tai Ho, where I saw a number of Mao Zedong statues putting
alongside his ancestral tablets. His respect for Mao was obviously no less than for his own
ancestors. In reply to my detailed inquiries, the head of the household told me that he had been
a "little devil" (errand runner) of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the East River Column
during the period of Japanese occupation. I was not entirely convinced at the time. It was only
after I had read the articles of former Lantau guerrillas’ recollections that I began to know that
Lantau Island was, in those years, also a place where the East River Column was actively

operating.

Since reunification in 1997, because of the preparation work for the new Museum of History
premises and the new Museum of Coastal Defence, I have had more contacts with the veteran
fighters of the former East River Column. The more I know about the role played by the Column
during the period of occupation, the more I am aware of the urgency to fill in that blank part in
our past. We used to focus on the Allies who confronted the Japanese army directly in the war of
defence that lasted for 18 days in Hong Kong. However, we tend to neglect the courageous
armed struggles put up by some brave Chinese men and women against the enemies at different
places in Hong Kong during the three years and eight months of Japanese occupation. Their
deeds are not only a part of the history of the War of Resistance in Hong Kong, but also an
important chapter in the history of China’s eight-year War of Resistance.

It has been over half a century since our victory in World War IL. Veterans who took part in the
War of Resistance are getting older and older, while historical materials about the East River
Column has always been fragmented. At the special time when we entered into the new millennium,

the Museum specially commissioned Dr Chan King-tong to conduct an oral history project on
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the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the East River Column. Within a year, visits were made to
31 veterans, including Mr Chen Daming and Mr Huang Yunpeng, both former political commissars
of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade, as well as Mr Yuan Geng, head of the intelligence office,
collecting and preserving a lot of valuable first hand historical materials. In view of the value of
such rare information materials, the Museum has decided to publish the relevant records, paying
tribute to the veteran fighters on the one hand and serving as reference for future history researchers

on the other.

In short, the book The Defence of Hong Kong— Collected Essays on the Hong Kong-Kowloon

Brigade of the East River Column boasts the following features:

1. Although some deeds and feats witnessed during the War of Resistance have previously been
incorporated in the memoirs compiled by various divisions or certain veteran fighters of the East
River Column, such publications cannot be compared with our book in terms of the status of the
article contributors (Ours has included political commissars of the former Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade and office heads in the former East River Column), the coverage of areas (Ours has
covered such areas as Sai Kung, Yuen Long, Sha Tau Kok, Lantau Island as well as urban and
sea areas) and the variety of posts held by the contributors (Ours has encompassed different ranks
ranging from political commissars, office heads, detachment heads, heads of communication

station to propaganda and organizational workers).

2. Apart from the recounts made by the veteran fighters, there also includes in the anthology a
number of academic articles related to the history of China and Hong Kong during the War of
Resistance against Japan’s invasion. Given its wide coverage, this anthology serves to provide
additional materials for those who intend to have a holistic and deeper understanding about the

origin and development of the East River Column.

3. Not only does this book contain contributions from the veterans of the former East River
Column, it also includes articles written by professors, doctors and experts from local tertiary
education and research institutes, as well as curators from several museums. Being comprehensive

and representative, the articles in this book can hardly be found in any other books of its kind.

Researches on the East River Column are now in their preliminary stage, ready to take off. With
the recounts given by the veterans systematically sorted out, more detailed historical materials are
made available for future researchers to probe into the matter in a more comprehensive and
thorough manner. The shortage of documentary materials constitutes a major hurdle for scholars

and academics in their research on the East River Column. Perhaps one day we can obtain more



information on the East River Coolumn from the historical documents and archives of the Communist
Party of China, the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party), the British Colonial Department, or even
from Japan, in which case cross reference can be made with the oral history materials to push the

studies of the East River Column to new heights.

In conducting the Oral History Project, we had the privilege to interview 31 veteran fighters from
the former East River Column, who provided us with a host of priceless materials. On knowing
that we intended to compile an anthology on this topic, veterans such as political commissars of
the former Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade Mr Chen Daming and Mr Huang Yunpeng as well as
the head of the intelligence office of the Brigade Mr Yuan Geng even graciously contributed their
own articles and furnished us with invaluable opinions on the publication of this book. To them,

I am immensely grateful.

In order to interview the veteran fighters, Dr Chan King-tong spared no efforts in travelling
extensively to and around Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Guangzhou and Beijing. When a decision was
taken that this book was to be published, Dr Chan tried his very best to invite contribution of
articles the content of which he also checked and vetted with all his heart. To him, I express my
heartfelt gratitude for his great contribution. Special thanks must also be given to those scholars
and experts from Hong Kong and the mainland who have enriched this book with the articles

they have contributed.

May we dedicate this book to the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the
East River Column, and to the compatriots and international friends who made contributions to

Hong Kong’s War of Resistance.

Dr Joseph S.P. Ting
Chief Curator, Hong Kong Museum of History
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Abstract: The so-called "Burn all, Kill all, Loot all" offensives were among the worst atrocities
committed by the Japanese invaders in China. In the case of the Shanxi-Chahaer-Hebei Border
region, where the Communist Party of China was based in their efforts to resist Japanese aggression,
the offensives can be divided into four stages: the preliminary stage, the organized stage, the
extremist stage and the dead end stage. The ambition of Japan was obvious.
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N5 7 TERRBRZE AT S 2 1,402 ] - BREERA 57 A5 0 fEfR - KBl - ME%% B
BREBNAZA BREBIEAE _HAEZA- Y

1941 F 1 H 12 HZ 13 H > ¥y EEF RE R e RS (FEREH) - FEERE
Tt HARIEHLE “RUSMET” BB - 7 A7 H > MMNERKSEES BB AL
WHEASE > AP HRENETAIWES RUIRSEMREGHE » 2 BB
PA RS RUKHES DT O ARBEHA “ =O6” BOK - At - FEALAFEREH 7 K AR RLE
B B KA1 F3HHE4ASH EoRARFTHEIA - F=KA 1L AZ
127 > VKA 19423 AE 6 A > SRR BEFEF 10 A o Bral “VRL@EES” - HEH
Fm#EGE RS A TRRE (AASRESERENE) - “HERTE" (HEE/\KE
FERGWFRE) M CRBEEET O\BEEDHIRERZER bR > AR T T A
[ “VRE” f5 - 8 “heE BT ERT BOR B “RERER” 'Y B/ BUR -
W AT BB R SHULE B CRIGRE” RIS - TR A =0T
BUR » RIS ES R > GREIHETRAREMROEE R > BB/ EE T - EHENE
AEEF - SEERBEHELT “BOL” ~ “BOE” -~ T M TR BOR - BURHE SRR
MIETEIRAE o UL BT > b H B RrEATI0 " OGS F A BRE > PILH B R A
L TR S O B

TESE > 1941 FER L > HEES K AERICES” B > EXE Bk =
HoAs > UL S AL AN o 8 7 15 H 221 H - Hig A LALAHT B AREEST 7
MARE > RFLOBRA > BERFEETE8RE > EE/NSERIE47 A - >

FERFR > 1941 FHET7H - AEETERRGE - 1A 21 B » TERHMRKENBA - Bk -
B /N > BRI8TA > BT » TILFRE— A > BEREE535H > 8%
RE 8T AMMEBEUAFANEERR  AEAMEEE% T 2 WAL H » Y M
BRI R 1,237 A > BERER 1,100/ s 220 HE7 AM > ZERECSFRERIBH - &
ETAN BRFERE 1,973 H - »

17. (EFRBRBHALE) - ?:‘197 TCAkAR <<1%§EIE7<%?&E$§>> (3b - EBAE HARAE + 1989
F) +H431 -

18. (IRERERTE8) (—) - H191-192 ©

19. (BREMBREMSE) - 5292 -

20. (IREBERTH) (=) 5285 - 287 °

21. (BEEERTHY (—) ' H311 -

22. (REAERTHY (=) rH1 -

23. (REBERTHY (—) ' EH315 °
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