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On Mars Whether

There Is Life ?
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As long as people have looked up at the
night sky, they have wondered whether hu-
manity is alone in the universe. Of places
close enough for people to visit, Mars is the
only one that anybody seriously thinks might
support life. The recent confirmation of a five-
year-old finding that there is methane (a col-
orless gas with no smell) in the Martian at-
mosphere has therefore excited the hopes of
those scientists who study the outer space.
These sources are probably geological but
they might. just, prove to be biological.

The possibility of life on Mars is too
thrilling for mankind to ignore. But how should
we explore such questions with men, or ma-
chines? George Bush’s administration strongly
supported manned exploration, but the new
administration is likely to have different prior-
ities—and so it should.

Michael Griffin, the boss of NASA, a
physicist and aerospace engineer who sup-
ported Mr. Bush's plan to return to the moon
and then push on-to Mars, has gone. Mr.
Obama’s transition® team had already been
asking difficult questions of NASA, in particu-
lar about the cost of scrapping parts of the
successor to the ageing and old-fashioned
space shuttles that now form America’s man-
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ned space program. That successor system is
also designed to return humans to the moon
by 2020, as a stepping stone to visiting
Mars. Meanwhile, Mr. Obama’s administra-
tion is wondering about spending more money
on lots of new satellites designed to look
down at the Earth, rather than outward into
space.

These are sensible@ priorities. In space
travel, as in politics, domestic policy should
usually by far outweigh foreign adventures.
Moreover, cash is short and space travel
costly. Yet it would be a shame if man were
to give up exploring celestial bodies, espe-
cially if there is a possibility of meeting life
forms even ones as lowly as microbes as a
result.

Luckily, technology means that man can
explore both the moon and Mars more fully
without going there himself. Robots are better
and cheaper than they have ever been. They
can work tirelessly for years, beaming® back
data and images, and returning samples to
Earth. They can also be made germiess, which
germ-infected humans, who risk spreading di-
sease around the solar system, cannot.

Humanity, some will argue, is driven by
a yearning to boldly go to places far beyond
its crowded corner of the universe. If so, pri-
vate efforts will surely carry people into
space. In the meantime, Mr. Obama’s prom-
ise in his inauguration speech to “restore sci-
ence to its rightful. place” sounds like good
news for the sort of curiosity-driven research
that will allow us to find out whether those
columns of methane are signs of life.
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In the meantime, Mr. Obama's promise in his inauguration speech to “restore science to its right-
ful place” sounds like good news for the sort of curiosity-driven research that will aliow us to find
out whether those plumes of gas are signs of life.
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1.

According to the first paragraph, what is true about Mars?
[A] It is the only one star close enough for people to visit.
[B] Seriously-thinking men doubt about its existence.

(] There might be signs of life on this faraway planet.
[D] It is believed that it can support human living on it.
According to the passage, the former administration’s plan
[A] gives its priority to the exploration of the moon

[B] aims at transporting people from the rrioon to Mars
[C] has gone with the wind because of lack of money

[D] has to be adjusted because of the new administration

. By saying “These are sensible priorities. ” (Line 1, Para. 4), the author means it is wise for

people

[A] to become fully aware of the difficulty of space travel
[B] to make exploration of the Earth, not the outer space
[C] to save money from adventurous and costly space travel
[D] to spend more money on new satellites for the Earth

. According to the passage, which of the following is an advantage that robots have over men

while exploring the space?

[A] They will never catch and spread disease as men.

[B] They are more advanced and can work better.

[C1 It costs less money to run robots in the space.

[D] They can work all the year around ceaselessly.

We can learn from the passage that the new administration encourages people to
[A] question about and test on the former science results

[B] carry out justified and deserved scientific researches

[C] probe into a brand-new field to start scientific study

[DJ do more to make the present science more comprehensive

AT §

1.

(C]l REB THR~AEMBRXE —B. BT 4 Of places close enough for people to
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When eBay, now the world’s biggest
auction® website, went online in 1995, many
expected it to fail. Why would anyone buy
used items from perfect strangers? Two new
services WhipCar, which was launched in
London on April 21st, and RelayRides, which
will start up in Boston, Massachusetts, early
this summer will face similar skepticism. Both
aim to get car-owners to rent their vehicles to
strangers when not using them themselves.

At heart, both offerings are online ex-
changes. Car-owners and drivers register,
contact one another through the site and
agree to a rental contract. To ensure that
both parties are trustworthy, WhipCar asks,
among other things, for details of both the
rented car’s registration and the renter’s
license, and checks them against official data.
It also provides insurance for the duration of
the rental and a replacement car if there is an
accident. In addition to these measures, Re-
layRides only accepts cars that have gone
through a safety check and installs a device
that allows them to be unlocked with a special
card. This way, owners and renters do not
have to meet, as they do with WhipCar.

Both firms allow owners to set the price,

DS2RBRKONBEM IS eBay &
1995 FABH#ITMERBI, IFBABMR
MESKM. BAEETABAT=BEN
AFPBREAENYGER? 4821 8F
E AL IIBY WhipCar IR ST ME F %
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ENLBENE  YEEXNAAEN. TR
N ERBHBAER.
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taking 2 15% cut. Even with the insurance
premium® and other fees added in, the firms
expect the rental price to be lower than using
a conventional car-rental firm or an urban car-
shéring club. WhipCar provides suggestions
for the prices different cars might fetch in va-
rious neighborhoods. Shortly after the site
went live an Audi A4 in central London cost
£10 ( $15) an hour or £ 41 a day.

Will the idea take off@®? The main hurdle
will he car-owners’ reluctance to share so
personal a possession and the requirement to
keep it clean. The firms must also overcome
a problem all exchanges face: attracting
enough members to make the service useful.

Yet cars are expensive, underused as-
sets. On average, a British car is driven for
less than an hour a day but costs about
£5,500 a year to own a sum many would
love to reduce in these straitened® times.
Drivers, for their part, are ever more willing
to share a car. By 2016 some 4.4 million A-
mericans will he members of a car-sharing
club, nearly ten times as many as today,
projects® Frost & Sullivan, a consultancy.
On April 21st two big clubs, Britain’s Street-
car and America's Zipcar, announced that
they would loin forces. Pooling assets, it
seems, is all the rage®.

ﬁjﬁﬁ—] ¢ £

B 15%08E, PERSINRRESAHE
FHEA  IBERATDHADSREHSER
FEENSERARATEATANSERE
RBEBHRMN, WhipCar B RME R
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RN 10 BEE(RD 15 &m), AEX 41
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In addition to these measures. RelayRides only accepts cars that have gone through a safety

check and installs a device that allows them to be unlocked with a special card.

K# #71) in addition to BC A1 & 1E 4R %, FRm #h FE B W5 cars J5 A9 that 51 F 1B A1 B 15 cars,

device J5 1Y that 3| % 215 M H] & device.
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1.

Which of the following is NOT the common feature of eBay and the two new services, Whip-
Car and RelayRides?

[A] The feasibility of their service is/was doubted of.

[B] All of them serve as an intermediary.

[c] All of them offer auction services.

[D] Al of them are operated online.

2. In the service of WhipCar, in order to guarantee the reliability of both parties the most indis-
pensable step is to
[A] ensure the authenticity of the identification of both parties
[B] make both parties sign a contract made by car-sharing firms
[c] ask for the detailed information of both parties in rental
[ D] make sure that both parties are satisfied with each other
3. Compared with WhipCar, RelayRides .
[A] lets owners to decide renters [B] is stricter with cars’ security
[C] offers lower rental prices [D] provides more services
4. The main barrier for the quick development of car-sharing is
[A] the high cost of rental and duration
{(B] the reliability of car-sharing firms
[C] the reliability of car renters
[D] the attitude of car-owners
5. What does the author intend to say by the last paragraph?
[A] To tell us why car renting is so popular now.
[B] To tell us the promising future of car-sharing.
[C] To tell us the huge cost of keeping a private car.
(D] To tell us the current situation of U. S. car market.
1. [C] W\ T %41 ,eBay, WhipCar, RelayRides M | X W BRAE K. ¥ BFHE—
H#E 3| eBay £ M L $A3£3 5 . When eBay, now the world's biggest auction website. .. , %
— B #£ 3| WhipCar 1 RelayRides $#2 {1t #1 5 IR % : At heart, both offerings are online exchan-
ges. ##E[CITi.
TR X oAb .
B [AIM“ENRS W T HEZARE", [ BIR“=FHEH MR MDIHE =%
FRE P AT R IR A A
2. [A] BB T 54 17 WhipCar, guarantee, reliability & {if B 45 — By % = 4 . To ensure that

both parties are trustworthy, WhipCar asks,among other things,for details of both the rented
car's registration and the renter’s license, and checks them against official data.
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