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THE CHARM AND BEAUTY OF THE EARTH BUILDING OF THE BRUSH

Preface
for Mr. Xie's Album of the Earth Building Paintings

While viewing the final proof of Mr. Xie's Album of Earth Building Paintings, I
feel extremely excited, for each of the paintings presents a vivid charming scene of
the Hakka's earth building of Minxi and that brings me, a son who now lives far away,
back to my hometown, as if [ were seeing again the follow countrymen, the buildings,
the hills, the rivers and feeling again the beautiful quietness at sunrise and the familiar
noisiness at sunset. I am indeed deeply impressed and moved and I'd like to thank
Mr. Xie for the enjoyment and the feelings for my hometown out of his album.

The Hakka people moved to the south mostly because they wanted to avoid wars
or to find a better place to live in. They came to settle down in this strange land but
they never forgot the land in the north they had lived in. The Hakkas attached great
importance to "farming and education", believing farming is their duty and that
education is essential, so they toiled in the fields from morning till night , and the
descendants are always encouraged to "read". There would be reports of happy tidings
written on crimson paper in the Ancestral Hall not only for the one who won "Number
One Scholar" but for those who were admitted into universities. The family unity is
also one of the characteristics of the Hakka's culture. That's why so many households
of the same family still live harmoniously in the same earth building. The earth building
is the product of the Hakka's culture. We lived for a long time in the round or square
buildings, we were used to the residence, hardly knowing anything special or realizing
the building might be some kind of cultural heritage. But now the profound culture
and the significance of aesthetics of the buildings have been found out. The earth
building are being visited and appreciated daily. They are regarded as the great creation
of Hakka people's wit and the great cultural heritage of the world.

The Earth Building — the crystallization of Hakka ancestors' wisdom—has become

the object of Mr. Xie's lifetime pursuit. He likes painting and is good at it, but he never
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found the right theme until the discovery of the significance of the culture and aesthetics
of the earth buildings. Mr. Xie, my classmate, was born and grew up in the earth building.
He knows everything there — the mountains and the rivers and even the bricks , the tiles, the
trees and the grass. When he focuses his attention back on the homeland, on the earth
building where he was born and grew up, his inspiration and imagination have been
brought into blossom. What he has painted presents not only the sceneries of the earth
buildings but also his love, feelings, dream and fancy. In the paintings, there would always
be green hills or mountains beside the earth buildings, there would always be huge pines,
small streams. Those are objects and the 'heart' as well. They are the results of the
interaction between the objects and the "heart'. Owing to that; the paintings he painted
are so expressive, characteristic, beautiful and touching. And that's why he has got the
nickname Mr. Earth Building.

Another point I'd like to make is the variety of earth buildings in different times.
There are the earth buildings at daybreak, at dusk, the earth buildings in spring and in
autumn, The sceneries of the earth buildings change with the different seasons. I, iﬁ
particular, admire those paintings which presents overlooking views of the earth buildings.
Those paintings of earth buildings accompanied by white clouds effect the tremendous
momentum of the clusters of the buildings. May Mr. Xie's Album of the Earth Buildings

live forever.

Tong Qingbing, the writer of the preface, born in Liancheng, Fujian, is now professor
and tutor of PHD students of Beijing Normal University; Director of the Research Center
of Literature and Art of Beijing Normal University, which is the key research center of
Humane Studies of the Education Ministry; Vice Chairman of the Theory Association
of Sino-foreign Literature and Art; Member of Theory Criticism Committee of China

Writers' Association; famous Theorist of Literature and Art of China.
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