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Put a circle around the letter of the answer that means the same as the
word in bold.

1. The two brothers lived together in New York for several
years. Then one of them moved to California. Now they are
living apart.

a. above each other c. not together
b. beside each other d. near each other

2. Ali keeps a strip of paper in his book so he can remember
what page he is on.

a. heavy piece c. long, thin piece
b. dark piece d. dirty piece
3. There is a row of trees along each side of our street.
a. line c. record
b. forest d. piece
4. Half a dozen eggs is six eggs.
a. fourteen c. eight
b. twelve d. sixteen

5. Someone delivers a newspaper to my apartment every
morning. I don’t have to go out and buy one.
a. uses c. destroys
b. brings d. connects

6. 1tried to pay for their help, but they wouldn’t accept my

money.
a. bring c. take
b. shoot d. suppose

7. Sara recelved a package from her parents yesterday. They
sent her some new clothes.
a. needed c. spent
b. got d. told

= Unit 1: Inventions and Inventors



8. Stop talking immediately! The test started five minutes ago.

a. today c. later
b. soon d. right now
9. I don’t have to work or go to class today. I can do whatever I
want to do.
a. anything c. anytime
b. anywhere d. anyone

10. Saudi Arabia has a desert climate. Canada has a cold climate
in winter. The climate in Indonesia is tropical.
a. typeofland - c. government
b. average weather d. food

Context Clues =]



lesson

The Zipper

Before You Read

1. Are you wearing something with a zipper?

2. What can you do when a zipper on a piece of clothing

breaks?

3. Do you have any clothing without a zipper? How does it

close?

= Unit 1: Inventions and Inventors
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1 The Zipper o

The zipper is a wonderful invention. How did
people ever live without zippers? They are very
common, so we forget that they are wonderful. They
are very strong, but they open and close very easily.
They come in many colors and sizes.

In the 1890s, people in the United States wore high
shoes with a long row of buttons. Clothes often had line
rows of buttons, too. People wished that clothes were
easier to put on and take off.

Whitcomb L. Judson, an engineer from the United
States, invented the zipper in 1893. However, his
zippers didn’t stay closed very well. This was
embarrassing, and people didn’t buy many of them.

Then Dr. Gideon Sundback from Sweden solved this
problem. His zipper stayed closed.

A zipper has three parts: 1. There are dozens of adozen=12
metal or plastic hooks (called teeth) in two rows.

2. These hooks are fastened to two strips of cloth. The joined or attached
cloth strips are flexible. They bend easily. 3. A fastener
slides along and joins the hooks together. When it slides
the other wayj, it takes the hooks apart. '

Dr. Sundback put the hooks on strips of cloth. The
cloth holds all the hooks in place. They don’t come apart
very easily. This solved the problem of the first zippers.

(212 words)
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. Vocabulary

Put the right word in each blank. The sentences are from the text.

zipper embarrassing hooks dozens
solved bend fastened apart
strips row engineer slides

1. In the 1890s, people in the United States wore high shoes with along

of buttons.

2. There are of metal or plastic
(called teeth) in two rows.

3. The is a wonderful invention. ,

4. A fastener along and joins the hooks together.

5. Whitcomb L. Judson, an from the United States,
invented the zipper in 1893.

6. When it slides the other way, it takes the hooks

7. This was , and people didn’t buy many of them

8. They easily.

9. These hooks are to two
of cloth.

10. Then Dr. Gideon Sundback from Sweden

this problem.

. Vocabulary: New Context

Put the right word in each blank.

fasteners engineer zippers slide
apart hook dozen strips
solve bend embarrassed Tows

1. Icy roads are dangerous because cars
on them.

2. Pam cut a piece of paper into five _
3. Sometimes your face gets red when you feel

4. Do you like to math problems?

£
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5. You can catch fish with a
6. Hooks, buttons, and zippers are all
7. American supermarkets sell eggs by the .
8. Tony and George had an apartment together, but now they live
9. Students sit in a circle in some classes. They sit in
in others.
10. You your knees when you sit down.
11. Most pants and jackets have .
12. An knows how to build a road.
l Comprehension
Put a circle around the letter of the best answer.
1. Zippers open and close by ;
a. shooting c. bending
b. sliding d. choosing
2. The hooks on a zipper are
a. plastic c. cloth
b. metal d.aorb
3. Mr. Judsonwasan .
a. engineer c. American
b. inventor d.a,b,and ¢

5.

6.

. Mr. Judson didn’t sell many zippers because

a. they were hard to open and close
b. people liked rows of buttons

c. they came open very easily

d. they had cloth strips

Dr. Sundback was

a. a Swede c. an American
b. from Chicago d. a professor
A zipper has two of cloth.

a. rows c. strips

b. fasteners d. buttons

Lesson 1: The Zipper



7. The

on a zipper are flexible.

a. hooks c. fasteners
b. rows of buttons d. strips of cloth
8. Dr. Sundback :
a. invented the zipper c. invented the button hook

b. made the zipper better  d. sold high shoes

lQuestions

The asterisk (*) means you have to think of the answer. You cannot find it in the text.

1. Why do we forget that zippers are wonderful?

2. Are zippers strong?

3. What kind of shoes did Americans wear in the 1890s?

4. Who invented the zipper? When did he invent it?

5. Why were the first zippers embarrassing?

6. What country was Dr. Sundback from?

7. Describe a zipper. How does it work?

8. What part of the zipper is flexible?

9. What did Dr. Sundback do to make zippers better?
*10. What is a newer kind of fastener than the zipper?

. Main ldea

Which is the main idea of this lesson? Choose one.

1. A zipper has hooks, cloth strips, and a slide fastener.
2. People didn’t like the first zippers.
3. Mr. Judson and Dr. Sundback gave us a wonderful invention, the zipper.

=t Unit 1: Inventions and Inventors



