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Chapter One

Invitations to Linguistics
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1. @) 8%. What are the major components of all languages?

EE-8

2R

It is generally agreed that all languages should include five major
components, namely, phonological, morphological, syntactic,

semantic and pragmatic components.
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What is language?
Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human

communication.
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What is arbitrariness? Can you give some examples to illustrate non-
arbitrariness or motivation from the perspectives of sound pattern,
syntax and conventionality?

Arbitrariness is one of the design features of human language, which
refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural
relationship to their meaning. However, sometimes people think
that language is non-arbitrary. For example, from the aspect of
sound pattern, the sounds of some onomatopoeias in Chinese are
like the sounds they describe, for example, FJ I, HEm;, 2.
From the aspect of syntax, the sentence meaning of “The boy is
kicking the ball” is quite different from that of “The ball is kicking
the boy”. From the aspect of conventionality, people usually say
“All roads lead to Rome”, but people seldom say “All roads lead to

Paris/London/New York” to express the same meaning.



