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The parent, when our information commences, has over his children the Iusvitae
necisque, the power of life and death, and tortiure of uncontrolled corporal chastise-
ment, he can modify their personal condition at pleasure, he can give a wife to his
son; he can give his daughter in marriage; he can divorce his children of either

sex; he can transfer them to another family by adoption, and he can sell them.
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(Henry Maine: Ancient Law,)
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