LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS
CHINESE-ENGLISH




RIS EE
P A

LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS
Chinese-English

L |
Stories to Caution the World

(W] mEd
MR Mis JEE
C

Translated into Ingin Yang



B feRR SR B (CIP )Y B

et 7 I (B SR R A R R
—k b EH AT, 2008

(CRH4EICRE)

ISBN 978 — 7 ~ 80761 —045 -8

I.%... 1.OG.. 0. @k ... N OEEDUE
—xt i @iE A M — P E—UA V. H319.4.1

o [ i A B 548 CIP $idiE % 52 (2008 ) 5 090653 5

BOERER W LA
C| BB S#

K& X
EtHEE
(R)BEE Sk
mEE B¥E E#

EEMBIZ S AT 18 - 2007 - 160

©2009 EMA
HREITE:

R
(MR R REE47 5 BREZHFS 410006)
hitp ://www. yueluhistory. com

AR HERRE
R ET L ED I SR F A R AR | (W1 B BT RS A Bl A A R ARD

Pl
U ERE A ED 54 FR A F] E A

FrA.960 x 640 1/16(553)  ER2K.134.5  EN%r.1—2000
2009 45 1 AR 1 YKENkY

(I FxF )

ISBN 978 —7 — 80761 ~045 —8/1 - 849

EH 350 TL( L mER)

RRRFTE BRELR



FREN—TWK
F=+whk
FEHFEEERR
F=tTa%k

B SFHEEIL
F=t+x%
BAMNKEBIE
F=t+L4%

T FERAARILEIL
EIER AN 3
HIRENBEE
=tk

ERE =R
Fwt+E

JPE BH B R IR

1568

1612

1678

1720

1754

1792

. 1826

1854



CONTENTS

STORY 33 1569

Qiao Yanjie’s Concubine Ruins the Family

STORY 34 1613

Wang Jiaoluan’s One Hundred Years of
Sorrow

STORY 35 1679

Prefect Kuang Solves the Case of the
Dead Baby

STORY 36 1721

The King of the Honey Locust Grove As-
sumes Human Shape

STORY 37 1755

Wan Xiuniang Takes Revenge through Toy

Pavilions
STORY 38 1793
Jiang Shuzhen Dies in Fulfillment of a Love
Bird Prophecy
STORY 39 1827

The Stars of Fortune, Rank, and Longev-
ity Return to Heaven

STORY 40 1855°

An Iron Tree at Jingyang Palace Subdues
Demons




QI+ b

1568

£ =t+= %
FrEAR—RER

BERKARIFER, PR RES,
FRHETKY, REALTEA,

WRACRIC R EFWHETTE, XWLHETRE, HSIHE
W, FEWREHFILEWTEBHEELE, F—1TRA, B4R, FE
A, HESREA, BHFELE, Kmgt, FamzE, 2
Rk, FFEUTS, REAAEBREF, tE—&, £-1TN\F,
MNEEFE, BE=0)L, EEAMN, BEFEIL, XFRERSE
ZEARRE, EERKERERLZ, ERRELT, BEF. H
Bk, REEIFKRE, —FHPERER, TEXFEILIFKREE,
RB—AEATMEI =, HBFET, HERK, EEHZHHEL
BW—RNFEEF, NEWET,

BB —AERE, FREFRNZLET, LTk, BFERE,
Rl BRI, EETH, ARET, —#E=0, KK, #F



Story 33

Qiao Yanjie’s Concubine Ruins the Family

Affairs of the world are too numerous to tell;
Wise men keep themselves out of harm’s way;
Those who ruin the state and the family

Are men with a weakness for the other sex.

Our story begins during the first year of the Mingdao reign period
[1032], under Emperor Renzong of the great Song dynasty, in
Ninghai, Zhejiang, known in our day as Hangzhou. In the vicinity of
the Guanyin nunnery, to the north of Zhong’an Bridge in the city,
there lived a merchant, a native of Qiantang, who was called Qiao
Jun, courtesy name Yanjie. He had lost his parents in his childhood.
He was a lustful and debauched man with a powerful physique. He
and his wife were both forty years of age and had no sons. They only
had a daughter Yuxiu, who was eighteen years old. This family of
three had a servant called Sai’er.

With capital most likely ranging from thirty thousand to fifty
thousand strings of cash, Qiao Yanjie traveled regularly to the towns
of Chang’an [in Haining county, Zhejiang Province| and Chongde
[in present-day Tongxiang County, Zhejiang] to buy silk and then
to Dongjing, the Eastern Capital, where he exchanged it for dates,
walnuts, and other miscellaneous items. He then brought these goods
back to his hometown to sell. He was thus absent from home six
months out of the year. He had Sai’er open a wineshop in front of his
house and hired a brewer, called Hong San, to make wine. His
wife, Gao-shi, was in charge of all the money that went in and out of
the house and the shop every day, but of this, no more need be said.

In the spring of the second year of the Mingdao reign period
[1033], Qiao Jun, having disposed of his silk in the Eastern Capital
and bought walnuts, dates and other items, was on his way home
when his boat made a stop upon reaching the Shangxin River in Nan-
jing. By the time the boat was ready to continue on its way, a wind-
storm had sprung up, and the boat could not set sail. For three days
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in a row, the wind was too strong for the boat to leave. All of a sud-
den, Qiao Jun caught a glimpse of a beautiful woman in the boat
next to his, her skin as white as snow and her hair done up like a
black cloud. Quite smitten, he asked the boatman, “Who is your
client? Why is he bringing his family on his travels?”

The boatman replied, “Inspector Zhou of Jiankang Prefecture has
died of an illness. His family is now in my boat, escorting his coffin
back to Shandong. The young woman is the inspector’s concubine. But
why do you ask, sir?”

“Boatman, do this for me,” said Qiao Jun. “Go and ask the
inspector’s widow if she would be willing to give up the concubine. I
would be glad to offer a handsome betrothal gift and take her as my
concubine. If you can accomplish this for me, I'll give you five taels
of silver by way of thanks.” ‘ '

So the boatman went down into the cabin to deliver the message.
After a brief exchange of words, the woman became Qiao Jun’s con-
cubine. As a consequence,

Everyone in the family perished;
All the family wealth was wiped out.

To retrace our steps, the boatman went down into the cabin and
asked, “Madam, would you be willing to marry off that young wom-
an?”

“Do you have a good candidate in mind? If someone is willing -

to take her, TIll agree. A betrothal gift of only a thousand strings of
cash will do.”

“There’s a date merchant on the next boat who wants a concu-
bine. He sent me over to talk with you.”

The lady agreed. The boatman went back to Qiao Jun and said,
“The lady is willing to give her to you for a betrothal gift of a thou-
sand strings of cash.”

Immensely delighted, Qiao Jun opened his trunk, took out a
thousand strings of cash, and had the boatman deliver them to
Madam Zhou. She accepted the money and instructed the boatman to
invite Qiao Jun over to exchange greetings. Qiao Jun changed his
clothes and crossed to the neighboring boat to see Madam Zhou.
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After asking him about his hometown and what his name was,
the old lady had the concubine come out and said to her, “With the
master gone and my son a difficult person to get along with, I have
decided to marry you to this gentleman as his concubine. You may go
to Mr. Qiao’s boat now. Ninghai is a busy and prosperous town, a
nice place in which to enjoy life’s pleasures. Be sure to serve Mr.
Qiao well, and remember not to put on airs!”

The young woman and Qiao Jun took leave of Madam Zhou,
who then had a trunk of clothes and various items delivered to the
other boat as a gift to the concubine. After rewarding the boatman
with the promised five taels of silver, Qiao Jun asked the woman,
his heart brimming over with joy, “What is your name?”

“My name is Chunxiang. I'm twenty-five years old.”

That very night, Qiao Jun shared a bed on the boat with Chunxiang,

The next day, the weather cleared. The wind died down, and
the waves became smooth. All boats, big and small, got under way.

After five or six days, Qiao Jun arrived at Beixinguan [ near
Hangzhou], moored the boat, and went ashore. He hired a
sedan-chair for Chunxiang, and he followed behind, through Wulin
Gate and all the way to his house.

After Chunxiang descended from the sedan-chair, he dismissed
the carriers and led her into the house. But only after he first told his
wife, Gao-shi, about the matter did he take Chunxiang to see her.

Gao-shi flared up at the sight of Chunxiang. Turning to her husband, -

Gao-shi said, “Since you've already brought this woman here, there’s
precious little I can do to turn her away. But you have to promise me
two things before I agree to let you have her.”
“What two things, pray?”
As a result of Gao-shi’s demands, Qiao Jun ended up as a man
without a home or country. Truly,
Never listen to a woman’s advice;
A split household violates social customs.
Ignore your wife’s words and take the high road
But how many men have such good sense?
Gao-shi continued, “Since you’ve already brought the woman
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home, anything I say now is too late. But I do have one request; the
two of you go live somewhere else. I won’t have her in this house.”
(The source of all troubles to come.)

At these words, Qiao Jun said, “That is easily done. I'll just rent
a separate house where I can live with her.”

Gao-shi went on, “As of today, I'll have nothing to do with
you. All the money, jewelry, clothes, and other items of the house-
hold will be for the exclusive use of me and my daughter. Don’t come
and ask for anything. As for government taxes and duties as well as
household chores, just have the maidservant take care of them. Don’t
bother me with these things. Now, will you do as I say?”

Qiao Jun fell silent, thinking to himself, “If I don’t, she’ll make
things difficult for me. Well, well, so be it! ” Aloud, he said,
“All right, you shall have your way in everything.”

Gao-shi gave no response.

The next morning, Qiao Jun rose early and had his merchandise
and personal effects carried from the boat to the house. Then he had
someone rent a separate house for him. The house was right in front
of the mint opposite what is now the civil service examination
grounds. On a chosen auspicious day, Qiao Jun took Zhou-shi, for
this was how Chunxiang came to be called, along with all the furni-
ture and household goods that they would need, to the new place.
Henceforth, he returned home to his wife only once every two or
three days.

Time went by with the speed of an arrow, and the days and
months passed as quickly as the weaver’s shuttle. Before they knew it,
more than half a year had gone by. With the money he charged his
clients plus his private savings, Qiao Jun now had enough capital for
another business trip. Having collected all the silk he needed, he
bought firewood, rice, and other household necessities and admon-
ished Zhou-shi with these words: “Be patient. I'm going away on a
trip, but it’s only for two months at most. If some emergency comes
up, go tell my wife.”

He then went home and said to Gao-shi, “I'm leaving tomorrow
on a trip, but I’ll be back in two months at most. If something happens,
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please take care of Zhou-shi, for my sake!”

His daughter said, “Be sure to come back early, Father!”

After saying good-bye to his wife and daughter, he went back to
his new place to pack up, for he was to start his journey the very
next morning. It was the ninth month of the year. He left the house,
boarded a boat, and set out on his journey.

Two months went by. Day after day, Zhou-shi stood expectantly
at the door, waiting in vain for his return. Soon, winter setin, and a
cold winter it was.

One evening, the sky became overcast with dark clouds and
snowflakes came swirling down in a storm that lasted throughout the
night and into the next day. Gao-shi began to wonder why her hus-
band would choose not to return when winter had already begun. She
thought that Zhou-shi must be feeling cold and wanted to do some-
thing for her, but as Sai’er the maid was confined to bed with an ill-
ness, she had Hong San, the hired winemaker, send firewood,
rice, charcoal, and money to Zhou-shi. (Since she was so kindly dis-
posed to the young woman, why not take her into the house and be
one family? )

Zhou-shi was weeping at home behind closed doors at the sight
of the heavy snow when she heard a knock at the door. Thinking it
must be her husband, she eagerly opened it, only to see Hong San,
carrying a load. She asked, “Have the mistress and the young lady
been well?”

“The mistress is worried that you don’t have much money left be-
cause the master hasn’t returned. So she sent me to bring you fire-
wood, rice, and money.”

“Give the mistress and the young lady a few deep bows for me
when you go back,” said Zhou-shi.

Hong San went away. At around noon the next day, another
knock came at the door. Zhou-shi wondered who could be there in
such heavy snow. As a consequence of this visit, Zhou-shi was never
to be united with Qiao Jun again. Truly,

While one sits peacefully at home behind closed doors,
Disaster strikes right down from heaven.
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To return to our story: While the snowstorm gathered force out-
side, Zhou-shi was sitting by the fire when she heard a knock at the
door. She opened the door and saw a man wearing worn-out clothes
and a taftered cap. “Sister,” he said, “is Qiao Jun at home?”

“He left on a trip in the ninth month and hasn’t returned yet.”

“Im the local headman,” said the man. “I'm here to order Qiao
Jun to go to Haining for ten days of corvée service on the dike pro-
ject. He will rest for twenty days and then go back to work for another
ten days. But since he’s away, let me find someone else to do it for
him. You’ll just have to pay the man.” (Zhou-shi should have sent him
on to the mistress.) ,

“In that case,” said Zhou-shi, “please go ahead and find some-
one. I'll pay for the service.”

The local headman went off. After lunch the next day, he
brought a young man of about twenty years of age to Zhou-shi. “This
young man,” said the headman, “is a native of Shanghai County.'
He’s called Dong Xiao’er. He lost his parents very early on and makes
a living doing odd jobs for people. You need only pay him three to
five hundred strings of cash per year, plus some winter and summer
clothes. Without a man in the house, you’ll need his services.”

Zhou-shi said, delighted, “I do need help around the house. He
looks like a nice, well-behaved man. The wages will be as you say.”
She thanked the headman and kept Xiao’er at home.

On the following day, the headman came with the order for
corvée service in Haining. Provided with money by Zhou-shi, Xiao’er
left with the headman. Ten days later, he came back and did odd jobs
around the house, attending to the incense and sweeping the floor,
doing everything with the utmost care.

In the meantime, Qiao Jun, while selling silk in the Eastern
Capital, got involved with a celebrated courtesan named Shen Ruilian
and spent lavishly on her. So enamored he was of this woman that he
stayed on with her, indulging in all manner of pleasures, and com-
pletely forgetting about his wife and concubine. Little did he know
that the housemaid, Sai’er, had died after more than two months of
illness. Gao-shi had Hong San buy a coffin, which was then carried
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