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On the Legitimate Basis of Political Power

Abstract

With the purpose of establishing a theoretical framework in which
we may approach the problem of how the political governing or po-
litical administration is approved by the people, the present book
purports to make a study upon the legitimate basis of political power
by way of normative analysis. ‘ :

Firstly, thé author analyzes the origin and the historic clues of the
concept of legitimacy, and makes impersonal remarks on different
arguments, then, the author locks the research object i.e., the le-
gitimate basis of political power by making a distinction between the
legitimacy of power and the legit'imacy of political power, and pro-
poses that the legitimacy of political power is the result of the inter-
action between the subjects and objects of political power. The cen-
tral argument of the book thus plays to the foreground: ideology,
rules and performance are the three basis of the legitimacy of politi-
cal power. As the ideal basis of the legitimacy of political power,
ideology is virtually constructed by people’s feeling, knowledge and
belief about the world. Theories such as “the divine power of
kings” , “people’s sovereignty” , nationalism and religion are the rel-
ative forms ideology usually takes. Generally speaking, ideology
must be politicized and socialized in order to offer a legitimate basis
for political power. To comply with rules is the institutional basis of
the legitimacy of political power, yet the rules complied by tradition-
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al political power and the modern political power are fundamentally
different. Constitutional institutions founded on the theory of social
contract as logic start point are the main rules modern political power
follows, among which electoral institutions offer procedural legiti-
macy for political power, while.complying with the political operat-
ing rules offers legitimacy for political process. Though in terms of
how to shape a limited government the old and the new constitution-
alisms are at odds with each other, they both conceive to limit politi-
cal power by constitutional constructions. Performance refers to the
effect resulted from the application of political power to society, it
may serve as the practically effective element to account for the le-
gitimacy of political power. Weber’s charismatic performance cen-
ters on personified political power whereas the secular performance
proposed by Lipset cares about the systematic political power. On
account of legitimacy, performance is more important for personified
political power than for systematic political power. Generally, more
legitimacy of political power stems from more performance of the
practice of a power — this is vividly epitomized by the differences be-
tween the developed and the developing countries. All in all, as
three fundamental constituents of the legitimacy of political power,
ideology, rules and performance are not isolated from each other but
mutually co— related. Specifically, being under the condition of con-
stantly changing and developing, the three elements work together
to be influential upon the degrees of the legitimacy of political pow-
er.

Keywords: political power, legitimacy, rules, performance, ideology.
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