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History Teaches Valuable Lessons

For two decades, primary school pupils in Singapore
have not been taught Asian history, an article in Lianhe
Zaobao last Wednesday lamented.

However, another letter cautioned; “Most of the sec-
ondary and pre — university students today know only the
history of their country but nothing about the neighbouring
states.

“If this trend continues, will the younger generation
grow up to be an uncultured people who emphasise only
science and technology?

“There is , indeed, cause for concern. ”

History is a source of human knowledge, providing a
reservoir ofinformation on literature, economics, sociolo-
gy, politics, logic, philosophy and so on.

Man’ s conquest of nature, his creation of culture



and human relations are noted down in history.

Society may always be changing with the times, but
human nature remains the same. Consequently, history is
very important in guiding us.

Bystudying men’ s thoughts and actions in the past,
we can make their experiences our own. With the benefit
of hindsight, we can learn from the success and failure of
others and see our own place in history.

The Tang Dynasty marked a gloden age in Chinese
history when China enjoyed immense power and prosperity.

One of the Tang emperors, Tai Zong, was served by
a courageous and outspoken prime minister, Wei
Zheng. The emperor highly respected him.

At Wei Zheng’ s death, Emperor Tai Zong said sad-
ly:

“Through the bronze mirror, I see if my attire is
proper; through the mirror of history. I learn of the reason
behind my country’ s rise or fall; and through the mirror
of man, I guard myself against doing wrong. ”

“I have always had these three mirrors when 1 gov-
erned. Now that Wei Zheng js dead, I have lost a mirror. ”

Emperor Tai Zong was a wise and capable ruler who
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brought peace and prosperity to China.

Social security was then strong. People slept with their
doors unlocked. Those who lost their belongings could rest
assured that nobody would “pocker” them.

Hence the Chinese idiom: “No one needs to lock his
doors and none will pocket lost items found on the road. ”
This reflects a high moral standard in society.

China is an ancient civilisation with a glorious history

and culture whose influence is felt throughtout the world.

A Chinese who studies Chinese history will gain a
sense of identity from trsditignal values.

A knowledge of history‘ equips one with the wisdom to
perceive matters and understand trends. One also sees a
purpose and direction in life.

With few exceptions, we encounter setbacks and dis-
appointments in life.

The ability to make a timely and correct move at such
crucial moments would then depend on the individual’ s

wisdom.
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THE ORIGIN OF
CHINESE SURNAMES

The Chinese have had surnames long before the period
of the Three Emperors and Five Kings, that is, during the
time when recognition was given only to one’ s mother and
not one’ s father. Hence, the Chinese character for “sur-
name” is made up of two individual characters: %
( meaning woman) and 4 ( meaning to give birth) . That
is to say, the surnames of the early Chinese followed the
maternal line. Before the three dynasties of Xia, Shang
and Zhou (2140 —256BC) , the people in China were al-
ready having surnames ## (Xing) and clan — names [&
(Shi) . The surname originated from the name of the vil-
lage in which one lived or the family to which one be-

longed. while the clan — name derived from the name of



