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May People Enjoy a Life Full of Blessings
and May Flowers Bloom Throughout the Spring
81— F4%
Peace in this place
10/ —%Z £
The master of the family
16 /| —3#&-F %
Safe journey
18/ =32k
Two dragons play a ball
20/ + = F
Twelve patterns
22 / A AnAR
The ancestor of civilization
24/ T #%
Eight auspicious things
26/ ¥ H
The picture of eight musical instruments
30 / A At i
Eight immortals cross the ocean



32/ M &

Nine suns shine
34/ ALK EH

Winter pictures
36/ =X R

The glory of the Three Sages
3B ZNE

The summary of auspicious symbology in a picture
40 / = FaF &

Three suns shine
44 | Z R AEF

Ethical standards
46 / = 2 FF i

Three emperors founded the world
48/ Kk  F

Big luck
50/ K 4 F

Big fortune and longevity
52/ 7 e &

Spring returns
54/ 77 % R

Everything is renewed
56/ MAP4LE

The door god keeps houses safe
58/ 1A P

The door god protects the home
60 / 1A %4

The door god protects the home
62 / IAp 4 R,

The door god keeps ghosts away



64 / kdAAis X
The goddess patching the sky
66/ X T X-F
A peaceful world
70 / X F L#
A civilized world
72 ] R PR
The heavenly master destroys evil
74 | RIF4RE
The heavenly master exorcises evil spirits
76 | X B Wyid
The heavenly officer brings blessings
84 / K AR EEAR
The divine deer avoids evil
86 / K-+ PR
A peaceful world
88/ K-FH %
The peaceful world
90/ & % B
A picture of five birds
92/8 & &
A picture of five deadly creatures
94 | A WA
Killing the five deadly creatures
96 | AAGF o
The five types of happiness
98/ H A &%
The sun and the moon shine together
100/ B A A4

The sun and the moon radiate together
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102/ & F

Cang Jie invented Chinese characters
104 / R #£ =

Phoenix feather and lucky clouds
106 / iz & 5

The promising career of civil officials
108 / X i

Double happiness
110 / A BB R

Deeply rooted foundations foster prosperous growth
112/ F5+ 248

Five blessings rising from the bottle
114 / % 24

Double happiness and peace
116 / F %A 48

Happiness and peace
118/ v %

Four images
120/ w9 & F

The four gentlemen
122/ w9 3% H

The four mascots
124 / v B -F %

Peace at all times
126 / v &%

Peace at all times
128 / w9 &% 4

Peace at all times
130/ & %

Peace in spring



132/ 2 &

Peace in summer
134 / 4k #

Peace in autumn
136 / % #F

Peace in winter
138 / w5

A peaceful world
140 / W5 -F %

A peaceful world
142/ &% 5 A

Dragon-horse carries a map
144/ F R %4

Luck, happiness and celebration
146/ & # B

One hundred blessings
148 / 3 it H

Kua Fu chases the sun
150/ & K #&

A picture of the whole family
152 / 4K 4& @ 3t

Fu Xi paints Eight Trigrams
154 / Fa %18

The sun shines
156 / 3 Z4RE

The rooster safeguards the family

158 / fe4F A &

The beautiful flower and the round moon

160 / & 4 A 4%

Continuous fortune
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162 / % A& 48
Welcome spring with a blessing
164 /| BAKFR,
Water benefits people
166 / #h4a % 4%
Accept happiness and welcome fortune
168 / T R Fe b
Amitabha
170 / & f,. % 0
Painted dragon's eye
172/ B & X4
- Divine beauty of the nation
' 174 /| 7T % i %
A clear river and peaceful ocean
176 / £ 48 &
i 3 Buddha flower
" 178 / 578454
The blessing of the Goddess Matsu
180 / #7 K-F %
Praying for peace
182 / 4184 E
Zhong Kui safeguards the homestead
184 / A 1838 4%
Zhong Kui brings happiness and luck
186 / 2 M IR K
Zhong Kui destroys evil
188 / 4 H&BE AR
Zhong Kui destroys evil
190 / % fé 4k

Zhong Kui plays matchmaker for his sister




192 / A% 28 IR &

The magic rooster kills deadly creatures
194 / #h RAE

The magic tiger safeguards the homestead
196 / 4% B 4R

The magic eagle safeguards the homestead
198 / & i R4k

The blessing of the Bodhisattvas
200 / MFE iF

The Goddess of Mercy
202/ XHREF

Manjusri
204 / 50 E 7

Samantabhadra
206 / Mok E i

The God of the Earth
208 / & &4 A

Chang Xi bathes in the moonlight
210 / RS ) A

The deer and crane celebrate spring together
216 / B ta &

Looking forward to luck
218/ i@ A &M

A cat safeguards the silkworms
220/ BA Kk

The appearance of the purple cloud
222/ B SR

The shining of the Zi Wei star
224 | BHEE

The shining of the Zi Wei star
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226/ EEFE

The doorknocker protects the family
228 / %% 15

Fortune
230/ 4% 3 T

Fortune arrives
232 / MR

Fortune arrives from heaven
234 / 4 fE AT

Fortune in front of your eyes
236/ # 2 % 1R

The shining of the lucky star
238 / i@ E R

Celebrating happiness and fortune
242/ #438i% A

The parrot saves animals from the fire
244 | R Bk EE

The Great Dragon and the Precious Jade
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May People Enjoy a Life Full of
Blessings and May Flowers Bloom
Throughout the Spring

The word jixiang ( meaning lucky, propitious, or auspicious )
is used in ancient Chinese books and writings as early as the Zhou
Dynasty (1100 -221BC).

The word jixiang was written 7 3£ ( jiydng. auspicious sheep )
on oracle bones. To the ancient nomadic Chinese, large herds
of well-fed sheep were prized possessions; the word jiydng also
appeared in engravings on ancient utensils.

To have good luck is an eternal desire of all people. As art
records man’s ideals, good luck pictures are the most illuminating
part of Chinese spiritual culture. An old Chinese couplet says that
kindness leads to happiness and good luck. Typical good luck pictures
representing such include images depicting good luck and desire
fulfilled to the heart’s content, good luck with five blessings, etc.

The five blessings, good fortune, high salary and a
good career, longevity, happiness, and wealth, are the major
manifestations of good luck, with five different gods presiding
over each. The five blessings as first mentioned in Chinese
literature are not quite the same as the five which are spoken of
today, though they are quite similar. A couplet says a prosperous
family is granted many blessings. Typical good luck pictures

representing such include: long-term enjoyment of all five



Good Fortune

blessings, more blessings, etc.

Good fortune means happiness and complete satisfaction.
Ancient Chinese philosophers, including Lao Zi, all commented on
the notion of good fortune. Lao Zi once said fortune and adversity
alternated with each other. An old couplet speaks of burning
incense to ask for more blessings. Good luck pictures in this theme
include: good fortune for today, hope for blessings, blessings from
heaven, etc.

High salary means handsome salaries at a prestigious post.
In ancient times, Chinese people attached great significance
to academic excellence, which led in turn to high positions in
government. An old couplet says, “May you distinguish yourself
in the royal examinations and rank at the top of the list.” Good
luck pictures in this theme include: big improvements in salary
and post; salary and position bestowed from heaven, etc.

Longevity refers to good health and a long life. As Zhuang Zi
said, and as the Book of Songs records, longevity is the universal
wish of mankind. As wished in an old couplet, to grow old
together with a loved one is a joyful experience. This book has the
following good luck pictures concerning longevity: high above
shines the star of longevity; live to be 1000 years old with white
hair; offering a Saturn peach to wish for longevity, etc.

Happiness refers to happy events and celebrations. According
to ancient Chinese literature, happy events should be celebrated,
while those with worries should be consoled. An old Chinese
couplet says, “Why not keep on laughing as all days are filled with
happiness?” Good luck pictures in this theme included in this book
are double happiness arrives; all’s well that ends well, etc.

Wealth means getting rich and satisfying material desires. The
ancient Chinese people believed that the secret to endless wealth is
to be down-to-earth and prudent. Illustrating the concept of wealth
is an old couplet: A prosperous business deals with people from all

corners of the world, then wealth rolls in from afar. Typical good




luck pictures of this type include: in comes wealth; get rich and
win high positions, etc.

Good luck pictures not only incorporate the five blessings,
but the art of painting and language as well. The beautiful lines
of these pictures, done in the style of traditional Chinese painting,
provides the viewers with artistic enjoyment pleasing to the eye
and heart; though mostly the work of folk artists, they exhibit a
level of craftsmanship worthy of the great and famous masters.
The language adopted in these pictures serves to popularize ancient
culture and the four-character good luck phrase accompanying
almost every picture depicts an attractive scene.

Designs of Chinese Blessings is a compilation of selected good
luck pictures passed down in my family for several generations
as well as those which I have been collecting for dozens of years.
Their beauty is beyond description. They combine the elegance of
the Ming Dynasty and the magnificence of the Qing Dynasty, the
nobility of the royal family and the modesty of the common people,
the boldness of the north and the delicacy of the south. The series
consists of five volumes: Good Fortune, High Salary and a Good
Career, Longevity, Happiness and Wealth. With 119 pictures in each
volume, the whole series contains 595 pictures and is a complete
representation of the various aspects of traditional Chinese good
luck pictures. Pictures are arranged based on the stroke number of
the first character of good luck phrases accompanying the picture.
As well, research has been done on each picture, and the resulting
interpretations complement the visuals nicely.

As the five blessings are the aspiration of each individual,
good luck delights all households. Though the good luck pictures
originate in China, their messages should benefit people all over
the world. May the Designs of Chinese Blessings bring good luck
to your life and happiness to your family.

Huang Quanxin



