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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recog-
nized by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a
treasure of the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and
cultural fame to be protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the
cities of historical and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without
history and culture cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those
of historical and cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the
light of its own characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese
Cities of Historical and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly

play a significant part in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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The Famous City of Zhaoqing

Zhaoqing City is situated in the mid-west of Guangdong Province. having four counties, two
cities and two districts under its jurisdiction, a total area of 15.000 square Kilometers and a popu-
lation of 3.8 million. It is 90 kilometers west of Guangzhou and 140 sea miles from HongKong. It
lies at the juncture of the Pan-Pearl River Plain and the mountainous region. The Xijiang River. the
main stream of the Pearl River and the Tropic of Cancer run across the city. It has a mild climate
and fresh air. It’s a natural Oxygen bar with beautiful sceneries like a traditional Chinese painting.
In ancient China, Zhaoging City was named Duanzhou. It has a long history of 2200 years since
the Qin Dynasty. It is a Nationally Designated Historical and Cultural City with a lot of cultural
relics and historical sites. Old Duanzhou was the fief of the Emperor Zhaoji of the Song Dynasty.
The name of the city “Zhaoging ™ was given by him after he ascended the throne. meaning begin-
ning to bring happiness and good luck.

Zhaoging has been the origin of the culture of the South China aboriginals and Han Nationality as
well as Cantonese. It was the key area for the intersection and evolution for two Kinds of culture.
And it was also one of the first places where the Main Plain culture and South China culture,
western culture and Chinese culture intersected. Zhaoging has been the political. economic and
cultural center in the Xijiang River basin. It had been 375 years since the year 111BC when the
Emperor Hanwu of the Han Dynasty set up the Jiaozhi Cishi Ministry in Fengkai of Zhaoging to
exercise jurisdiction over all the prefectures in South China. (Fengkai, with its old name as
Guangxin. which means Had better distribute favor and trust when first came to South China.)

The Government Office of Guangdong and Guangxi had been in Zhaoging for 183 years from



1564 10 1746. In September 1583, the famous ltalian Missionary Matteo Ricci, regarded as the

first man to link western culture with Chinese culture. came to visit Zhaoging with the achieve-
ments of the European Renaissance such as clock, sundial and map of the world. In 1585, he setup
Xianhua Church in Zhaoging, the first Catholic church in Chinese history. And he drew the first
map of the world in Chinese(Shan Hai Di Quan Tu).

In the long history of Zhaoqing. there came forth many outstanding famous people, such as Chengin
and his son Chenyuan, famous scholars of ancient Confucian classics, Mo Xuanging, the first No. |
scholar in Guangdong and Guangxi Province in the Tang Dynasty. A lot of historical relics had
been left by these famous people in history, such as Liyong, a famous literature writer and callig-
rapher of the Tang Dynasty. great master Rongrui, the studying monk from Japan, Huineng, the
Sixth Master of the Chan Sect of Buddhism, Baozheng, the famous official in the Beisong Dynasty.
Luomingjian, the Italian missionary, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the pioneer of the Chinese revolution and
Yeting. the famous general of the Northern Expeditionary Army etc.

Zhaoging is the top tourist city of China with a tourism history of 1000 years. It has a lot of tourist
attractions with their unique characteristics, such as the Seven Star Lake, the mini Three Gorges
along the Xijiang River, Panlong Gorge in Deging, the White Rock and the Big Stone in Fengkai,
the Ocean of Bamboo in Guangning, Zhenshan Mountain in Sihui, Yanzhou Islet in Dinghu, among
which the Seven Star lake is the most famous, including the Seven Star Crags and the Dinghu
Mountain. The cliff carving in the Seven Star Crags since the Tang Dynasty is called “the Poetry
Corridor of a Thousand Years™. [

s the key unit for cultural relics protection together with the
Song Dynasty Wall, the Plum Temple, the Confucian Temple in Deqing and the Dragon Mother
Temple in Yuecheng.

Zhaoging has a beautiful landscape and rich resources e.g. gold. jade, wood and stone. There have
been skilled craftsmen in different time of history. Duanxi Ink Stone is regarded as the most pre-
cious in the Four Treasures of the Study of China with high cultural value. Gaoyao is rich in cattail,
the production of straw mat has a history of 4000 years with its tenderness and delicacy appreci-
ated by people from all walks of life. The ivory carving, jade carving, bamboo strips weaving and
handicraft fans all have their distinctive national features and local specialty. Zhaoging has its

famous local products, such as Crab Cactus Flower. Frangipani, Zhaoging Gordon Euryale Seed.

Polygonum Multiflorum Thunb and Purple Back Begonia. The famous dishes Steamed Wengqing
Carp and Maixi Carp are exclusive in Zhaoging. Zhaoging has all the glutinous rice dumplings in
the world and the Zhaoging Glutinous Rice Dumpling is unique in the world. The delicate cuisine
of Zhaoging is peerless.

Zhaoging has diverse regional culture. Guierxi in Huaiji is one of the precious operas in China with
a history of 300 years. Fish and Dragon Dance. Rooster Dance, Kylin Dance, the Song for Picking
Tea Leaves in December have been in villages and fields for 400 years.

In the long history of Zhaoging, the aboriginal culture of South China, the ink stone culture, the
Song Dynasty culture and the Dragon Mother culture have been gorgeous and splendid. The Baogong
culture, especially the story of the famous Magistrate Baozheng when he was in office in Duanzhou,
is one of the brightest pearls.
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Duanxi Ink Stone(Song Dynasty).
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The Song Dynasty Wall of Zhaoging
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ING DYNASTY WALL OF ZHAOQING
Located in the downtown area, built in 1053 in the Beisong Dynasty. enlarged in
1113 to be have bricks outside with soil inside. 6.5~10 meters high. 8~18 meters
wide. 2800 meters in circumference. Well preserved. It’s one of the eight major

attractions of Zhaoging
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PIYUN TOWER
On the top of the north part of the Song

1 the

Dynasty Wall. Built in 1113

Beisong Dynasty and rebuilt in [958

Stele of Famous City
Old Duanzhou
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LIQIAO TOWER
Situated in downtown area, right in front of the Duanzhou Government Office in ancient times. First built in 1118
There is a plaque with the characters “Zhaoging Prefecture” on it bestowed by the Emperor Huizong in the Song

Dvnasty. It was rebuilt in 1471 and got its name changed into Ligiao Tower.
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BAOGONG TEMPLE OF ZHAOQING i
Baozheng, the famous official of the Beisong Dynasty had been in office as Magistrate of Duanzhou f/]
for three years.(1040~1042) He had great achievements and gained praise from the local people. i
1)
Baogong Temple was built in the Song Dynasty. In 1834, the 14" year during the rein of Emperor [
Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty, the people in Yanzhou built Baogong Tower there. I 6
|
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% A H Baogong Well of Zhaoging
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SESE (FFEE) GAOYAO CONFUCIAN TEMPLE
{0 T 1K OF 4%, L (ZHAOQING CONFUCIAN TEMPLE)

Located in Zhengdong Road in downtown. Built in the Beisong Dvnastv. Rebuilt in

H (1369 i)

1369, in the Ming Dynasty. Now there remains Dacheng Hall and the West Wing

1o, 4

The ridge framework of the Ming Dvnasty still remains. It is v ornamented with

local colored patterns




