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On Drizzle Wu'’s Paintings

Xu Qinsong

It’s a piece of good fortune that Drizzle Wu, a young artist in traditional Chinese flower-and-bird painting, has currently published
an album in which a series of his new works have made us to look at him with new eyes.

Traditional subjects such as plum blossom, orchid and bamboo are the main objects in Wu's paintings which have a clean and
serene atmosphere of culture. There are no scattering shapes and extra strokes in his picture, and the composition is well-balanced, nor are
there any weirdness, roughness and deformed exaggeration. In an aura of serenity and simplicity, the combination of cultural tradition
and spirit give people a sense of beauty full of meaning.

[n art history there appeared quite a few masters including Zhu Da, Wu Changshuo and Qi Baishi, who were extremly good at
painting such traditional subjects as plum blossom and orchid. So it is very difficult to make a breakthrough in this field. However, the
most valuable thing in Drizzle Wu’s works is his spontaineity without any vulgarity.

Apart from the above mentioned, I especially stress on the naivety shown in his paintings. Unlike the cold and vigorous style of Zhu
Da.the boundless sense in Wu Changshou’s painting and the vigor and proficiency in Qi Baishi’s work, Wu’s naivety can be transformed
into a quality that is different from others.

Now we can further explain the feeling of naivety. Art cannot exist without feelings originating from our response o the nature.
Artists cannot only see the images, but also feel them. Take Zhen Yunchao (an artist of Song Dynasty) for example, when he drew a grass-
and-insect painting, he would “put the insects in a cage for watch, the then put them on the grassland to make further observation.” The
moment he began to depict on the paper, he could hardly distingwish himself from the insects. This process is in fact a fusion of the
subjective ideas with the objective existence, which will make art works powerful and moving.

There are three weak points with contemporary chinese flower-and-bird painting creation. The first is eccentricity with no contents;
The second is comforming the old rules without any innovation; The third is too meticulous to show any artistic expression .Concerning
all these, we’ll be moved by the unaffected and unsophisticated works by Drizzle Wu.

It’s obvious that the spirits and aethetic character in Wu’s paintings are the result of many year’s cultivation and practice. We believe

that with his perception, his confidence and ambition as well as his passion for art, we will see more and more colourful works by him 1n

the future.

Xu Qinsong
Vice-chairman of the Chinese Artists” Association,
Guangdong Branch

Vice-president of the Guangdong Academy of Painting
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69x69cm 1998 Chrysanthemum and wine
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