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The Community of “Yi”: A Case Study of the Mi-
grant Children’s Group Culture and Its Social Meaning
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(Xiong Chunwen, Shi Xiaoxi & Wang Yi)
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Abstract: In 1970s, Paul Willis proposed his resistance theory, which ex-
plored the micro-culture product process of social reproduction from the perspec-
tive of working class children ( “lads”). Following the Willis" approach, this pa-
per describes the static structure and dynamic mechanism of the peer groups in
migrant children school. and explores their cultural production process. Our
study finds that although there is no breakthrough in class social reproduction,
the migrant children produce their special group culture in autonomous, dynamic
ways through a variety of peer group activities. This kind of group can be sum-
marized as the community of “Yi”, which emphasizes the importance of loyalty.
This kind of culture contains the equal ethical dimension and the unequal differen-
tial experience dimension, Through the baptism of meaning — rule — action, this
group is expected to realize its relatively complete but unique socialization
process. It is under the influence of this group culture that the migrant children
give up the academic goal themselves on the micro level, and causes social repro-

duction on the structure and macroscopic level.
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AEEEZMIAZEXL.

R EEHT VENESI® Y, REEATERNEZEN. ERY -
WA CEEHT) —Bh, FERABEL T TARRE FHBRM R ERFE.
X ERER NFAT 5 “HT ARNEL.O e PRAFACHE
WA, FRKEBFH XA, HFEATREIBT T ARZ 2T
O ERE T XL, & RO AT 3 & BB, DA A 7=
w, AR THESENHEAFHNDHELR.© MEPENRR T FHEES, [FE
FEARRIFE I EBEE MO, WIBLZLEIMNBHRR T FHEKU, FEFED
15 20 i [F] JE A B O3 IR ) A A RABAT I E A R P . (R, i 48 B 30T i) A
FEHEH, EXMRERR T F RS PETR T, 0 5& d H R 3 B A B K 3L
b, AAPIA S, MRAKRIT FHA A=, AT H Ak 2 M S0l B
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