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Vemal Readlgy

Friendship

Administrataors and authority figures like to speak
in clichés. All my lite | heard the same trite line: “You
can tell a lot about a perseon by the friends they keep.”

The black sheep of the hopors program, | hung out
with the so-called “losers” . During my freshman year,
not a day went by when a teacher or family member
did not deride® my closest friends and warn me that
by hanging out with “bad seeds” | weuld fall into a
downward spiral, never graduate college, and have o
miserable life. They thought that they had me
figured out.

One day, while my ninth grade math teacher, Mr.

Pedersen, was reviewing some math concepts with my

(U deride vt. ¥ F, W&
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friend Mariam ran by the classroom, stuck her head in
the doorway, called out; *Hi, Yassee *, and then ran
away,

Mr. Pedersen looked at me coldly and said with a
scowl: “How can you call yourself an Honors student?
A real hongrs student doesn’t associate with people
like that{” |

| wanted te ask him how he could call himself a
teacher, after all, a real teacher is supposed 1o want
tc help everyone, instead, | sat silent, stunned by his
ignorance and cruelly. He wanted me to drop my child-
hoed friends simply because they didrrt place the same
importance on schoclwork that | do, If he had thought
before specking, he would have realized that people
like him, rather than people like my friends, are better
able to turn good students into poor ones by discourag-
ing them with ridiculous comments.

I would never slight Matiam, one of my closest
friends in freshman year, she was also a below aver-
age, non-college bound student. Many of the adults in

my lile, especially my parents ond teachers, would
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look ot those closest to me: Mariom, Alisa, Zena, Li-
anne, and Marvin, and ask how | could call these
“low-life losers” my friends. But such questions show a
lack of understanding of the nature of friendship.
Friendship is unconditional and uncritical, based
only on mutual® respect and the ability to enjoy each
other’ s company. These authority figures never sow
the way one of us could do something cutrageocus, and
the rest of us would joke about it for days. We could
have fun doing absclutely nothing at all—because the
company we provided each other which was enough.
Rather than discussing operas, Lewinsky, or the
weather, we enjoyed just hanging oround each other
without any one of us trying to outsmart the others,
Stilt, | realize that these adulls had a point to he con-

cernsd about the direction my friends were heading; |
also was concerned for them, but | wasn't about to

leave them.
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