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Generous Grass

Did you know?

Think about it

Do it yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement

This fable is inspired by
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On

a sparsely wooded
hillside, a tapir is watching a
squirrel leap from tree to tree.

(13
Iiemember when these mountains
were covered in bamboo?” asks the
tapir.

I never saw it myself, but my grandma
told me about it. She also said that it
used to be much cooler during the
day and that we had more rain B
all year round,” replies the.
squirrel.
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“Well, since the
eucalyptus tree became so
popular, the soil is much drier.”

‘ How can anyone plant a tree that
guzzles so much water? And then
allow it to keep on growing? It’s not
good for the soil.”

you see, farmers were told that
this alien tree would grow faster
than any other tree.”
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“Even

faster than bamboo?
The seed company must
have had a excellent salesman!”

“Bgight. And do you know how
long after planting it you will be able
to harvest a twenty-five-metre tall
bamboo?”

41
I hear you can do so in just three
years,” the squirrel replies
17
" ‘and when can you har
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“rfhe following
year.”

“onactly. And what’s more,
is that bamboo plants can be
harvested for up to seventy years.

During that time, they produce sixty
times more cellulose than the fastest
growing tree in the world. Plus, they

play host to the most beautiful

flowers: heliconias!”

13
c'7qh yes, those helicopters
are gorgeous.”
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“Not

helicopters, heliconias!
But listen here, Squirrel, we
need to find out more about
bamboo.”

“you’re right. Trees need to be
replanted after harvesting and they
need water all the time, while bamboo
can hold water and needs nothing
else, except some loving care.”

“Do you know who lives
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