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CONTEXT

he Harry Potter books were fabulously successful upon

their publication. Most readers like an unlikely hero,

and Harry, with his broken glasses, skinny frame, and
late learning about the wizard world, is such a hero. He succeeds as a
result of his enthusiasm, courage, and good friends. These are all posi-
tive traits that any reader can understand and desire. Because Harry’s
relatives undervalue his complex and companionable personality, we
are satisfied when he triumphs over people and creatures more power-
ful than he. Harry is a quirky, unlikely hero.

J.K. Rowling’s series of adventures touches the common chil-
dren’s fantasy that another world coexists with our own. The Harry
Potter books describe us as Muggles, non-magical people who live our
entire lives oblivious to the existence of wizards. The novels allow us
to envision a magical world that we are otherwise unable to see. The
attitude of wizards toward Muggles is usually tolerant and humoring.
The book blurs the boundary between real life and fantasy. Even if
there were wizards in our world, we, as Muggles, wouldn’t know about

them.
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Rowling’s world offers something to everyone. The novel contains
all the elements of adventure stories, including monsters, magic,
sports, and miracles. But it also resembles a detective story. The mas-
terminds in the books are all clever, and they are never who they
seem. Furthermore, the books familiarize Hogwarts, the magic school
that Harry attends. Children can understand and sympathize™ with the
environment of Hogwarts. Gradually, all of the extraordinary aspects of
the school become unsurprising, and Hogwarts resembles any child’s
school where all things are connected and everything is contained.
Harry is an ordinary boy who experiences the complexity of growing
up, and yet we are able to see this process against an enchanting and
vivid new background.

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, the second book in the
series, describes the return of the evil wizard Voldemort in a new
form. The events of the book suggest that evil can be warded off tem-
" porarily, but never banished* forever. The Chamber of Secrets also
shows how the wizard world shares many characteristics with the un-
magical world. There is never a perfect, untroubled ending in either
world. As Harry matures, the books mature as well. Each offers more
plot complexity than the previous book, shows the ways in which Har-
ry becomes more resourceful, and escalates* the threat that Voldemort

poses.

*sympathize vi. R4, %0 ; £ 4%
*banish vt. % ; JKi%
*gscalate vt. 1% ¥ L4
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PLOT OVERVIEW

-

arry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets begins when Harry

is spending a miserable™ summer with his only remaining

family, the Dursleys. During a dinner party hosted by his

uncle and aunt, Harry is visited by Dobby, a house-elf. Dobby warns

Harry not to return to Hogwarts, the magical school for wizards that Harry

attended the previous yeér. Harry politely disregards the warning, and

Dobby wreaks havoc in the kitchen, infuriating the Dursleys. The Durs-

leys angrily imprison Harry in his room for the rest of the summer.

Luckily, Harry’s friend Ron Weasley steals Harry away in a flying car,
and Harry happily spends the rest of the summer at the Weasley home.

While shopping for school supplies with the Weasleys, Harry has

two unfortunate encounters. He first encounters Lockhart, one of his

teachers, who demands to be in a photo shoot with Harry. Harry then

encounters Lucius Malfoy, the evil father of one of Harry’s enemies,

who almost starts a fight with Mr. Weasley. As Harry prepares to re-

turn to Hogwarts, he finds that he and Ron are unable to enter the

magically invisible train platform, so they fly the Weasley car to Hog-

*miserable adj. & WG hE e T I



(A - PR S W E YRR i A L 0t o —
.ii M EAFERAL— N —MEZ R E X,
FER R FGEAS 2 I B — B b, — R TR/
WiR « ZHORFEVIRF, 2 LB 0 FIA 22 [l il 2 42 8

PR BB E AL AR IR K, A A B R X N, T RS
FOAE IS B3 E 4T T REEBOR , X 808 TR AL — %K, bl
1% A% HHL 05 ) K 7 il ) P[] L, AL Al 5 R B ok 9 4% £
B, FiEHR,MAIB AL B - 353 3 — S
fiiy s A A B T 2K IR A S R KA R R T B
B A H T

WS BR 5 i — KW K2 ) LR AT 8 T M A
FHENE, HAMBER TR —& R, i
BRI F|—R SR . HeEmF 8 I e i SR, fl
TG — X B SCE, A AR b 22 AR
Wk e E AT . 540G ) o 45 [ 2 A% IR R I, fth %% B
flafn % BARE T EA B BRI K Eush &, B L b
TRty e e HH A W R [ 74 , M TRDUA i &

*FiRA R

— A& B 8 A
e, oA
KA EARSF,
REXTMEAN
R R &M R
E.MARE, %
R EAL
#, ZEFAEY
oy &R EA

B — R

M o



008 m# - %5 % = | Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

warts. They land messily, and both boys are given detentions. Lock-
hart, who believes Harry flew the car to get attention, lectures Harry.

Quidditch practices begin and Draco Malfoy is the new Slytherin
seeker. On the field, he calls Hermione a “mudblood,” insulting her
Muggle heritage. After taunting Hermione, Draco is the suspect when,
on Halloween night, someone petrifies the school caretaker’s cat and
writes a threatening message. Before the cat is attacked, Harry twice
hears an eerie voice. He hears it first during his detention and second
during a party, moments before the cat is attacked. Everybody in the
school is alarmed. By doing some research, Harry, Ron, and Hermione
learn that fifty years ago a chamber at Hogwarts was opened and a
student was killed.

Playing for Gryffindor, Harry wins the Quidditch match against
Slytherin. During the game, an enchanted ball hits Harry and causes
him to lose the bones in his arm. Dobby, a house-elf, has enchanted
the ball in an effort to have Harry injured and sent home. That night,
Harry sees the body of a first-year who has been petrified arrive at the
hospital. Soon after, Lockhart begins a dueling club. During the first
meeting, Harry terrifies his fellow students by speaking in
Parseltongue to a snake. Harry’s ability frightens the others because
only the heir of Slytherin, who is responsible for opening the chamber,
would have the ability to converse with snakes. Harry comes under
further suspicion when he stumbles upon the petrified bodies of Justin
Finch-Fletchley and Nearly-Headless Nick.

Determined to catch the culprit, Ron, Harry and Hermione brew
a potion called Polyjuice. The potion allows them to assume the bod-
ies of Slytherins and question Malfoy on the Chamber of Secrets. They

find cut that Malfoy is not the heir of Slytherin. No more attacks oc-



1% - #% | PLOT OVERVIEW 009

Bfi, DIt OC TR . I8 R4 NIRRT C A 2O T 5
ANER, FRIEBFEE T,
Wit A7« SR T4 T PERIRE - L 7K A8 R i 3 AR

M IRER T, G L MFRIFHFECH “ Ve R, 13 /% b
SRR B WSRO RS SR AR SR BEAE T 2 A
e T/ TIARMOF B ST U0 . 7800 80t /e,
ey ) 8 P U AT B AT B A L S — R AR R A A
50 R MBI BB AT — s b, ERE
A NG Gl Se i A w2 R A
50 AFRT AR K KM — DB E T JFEA S % 4
WA T o

W AR A 22 55 2 55 JH SR e AR AT St M 47 LU B OF
WG T HER, FEHCFES 90 1 REA Bk B R A
fEflk 2 TR H . JRRIEFIA RERZF/PIERZ LS
BRI 1 EE B LABLGE A Z Ui 0F Bk [ 5K, ARG, W A
Bl — A —FRFEPRBIEFE, AALUE,

BRI T — ORI, RS — ORI, IR F

RIEAE i = BRAE X5 | Al 6 [F] 2 FRIR IR 1, 0 ) ) 5 o B

Jrik HoA R = BB E A, B RO R TE AT O = A 3
ARG R AA A SHEXT R RE T o A A1 T BT
ST AE - 2551 LA 22 s Sk 1 JE S i B R 2R IR, AT
W 1) S PR BE .

SR ) R BT PO SEPTAE TR, A AT A T
— Rl AR R 5 i 7 09 25 3K B i 7 AL LA GE b AT {4 1 S
KRR A A IR In] R R TR ERFH, iT&£H S
IR AR 4R o ) B — B 8] A B

* e o, <

£ K. F ke L
T, B F TR
AEFEERLE
TE2WHHhFE
F, i driE F
WEZRTERE
R hFiEHIF
E=

* AR
EHETEART
EaEE.NEH
H, AR S
#F1, iR
B, mitxB &
b A) 04 B 4E X
X FHe A 4 3
TH#ftE JK¥
#ht, b3t A
EE SRR
T et AR A
EETRHFHA
My



010 M7 - K45 5% = | Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

cur for a while, and right before Valentine’s Day, Harry finds a diary
in the broken toilet. The diary belongs to a ghost named Moaning
Myrtle who haunts the girls’ restroom. Harry writes in the diary,
which responds by writing back. Through this dialogue, Harry meets
Tom Riddle, a boy who many years before had accused Hagrid of
opening the Chamber of Secrets.

Hermione and a Ravenclaw girl are mysteriously petrified*. Har-
ry and Ron venture out of the castle to question Hagrid. Before they
reach Hagrid, the Minister of Magic, Cornelius Fudge, and Lucius
Malfoy remove Dumbledore and Hagrid from Hogwarts. As Hagrid is
led away, he instructs the boys that by following the spiders, they can
find out about the Chamber monster. Several nights later, Harry and
Ron sneak into the Forbidden Forest to follow the spiders. They dis-
cover the monster who killed the girl fifty years before was not a spi-
der, that the girl’s body was found in a bathroom, and that Hagrid is
innocent. The boys are almost killed by a colony of giant spiders. As
they escape, Harry and Ron decide that Moaning Myrtle must have
been the girl killed by the monster.

A few days later, Ron and Harry discover a piece of paper with a
description of a basilisk on it in Hermione's frozen hand. They de-
duce the Chamber monster is a basilisk. Before the boys can act on
their knowledge, the teachers announce that Ginny Weasley has been
taken into the chamber. Ron, Harry, and Lockhart slide down a secret
passage in Myrtle’s bathroom to underground tunnels. When Lockhart
accidentally curses himself, Ron helps him and Harry leaves them
behind. Harry enters the Chamber of Secrets and encounters Ginny's

still body and Tom ‘Riddle. Tom turns out to be a younger version of

petrifiy vt. T % ;&% % ; &1L
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Voldemort, who has been enchanting Ginny through his journal. Harry
calls for help from Dumbledore. A phoenix and a magic hat arrive.
Tom summons a basilisk*, but the phoenix punctures® its eyes. The
hat produces a sword, which Harry uses to kill the giant snake. Harry
sticks a basilisk fang through the diary, destroying Tom. Ginny wakes
up.

Harry explains his adventure to Dumbledore. Lucius Malfoy
storms into the office with his house-elf, Dobby, and Harry frees Dob-
by by tricking Lucius into giving Dobby a sock. All is well in the cas-

tle as the students leave for their summer vacations.

*basilisk n. #21&  Hr &R K (P 65)
*punciure vt. B F ;B F ; 4 55



