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Marilyn Monroe was the sex goddess, Grace
Kelly the ice queen, Audrey Hepburn the eternal
gamine. Elizabeth Taylor was beauty incamate.
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“I knew when I started out ]
something very different fro
and Dad had anyway, but I didn™
- quite what.”




“If you see me on stage or in a movie, you see a different side.”
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Beckham was a great entertain—
er—and oh, that right foot. It could
mesmerize the crowd and panic the
opposition.
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In China, a Writer Finds a Deep Well
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In his brilliantly realistic and darkly funny short story Shifu, You'll Do
Anything for a Laugh, Mo Yan, the winner of this year’s Nobel Prize for
Literature, portrays a model worker, a shifu, or craftsman, from northeast China
who is laid off at the factory where he has one month to go before his retirement.
After using up all of his money getting medical treatment, the devastated man,
Ding Shikou, or Ten Mouth Ding, discovers the shell of an abandoned bus near a

cemetery at the edge of a lake.

Ding had just before noted that you have to pay to enter the public toilets
in his city, which, a friend tells him, is all right since otherwise “lower-class
people like us would never have the privilege of relieving ourselves in such

a high-class place,” and this gives him the brilliant idea of transforming the

2012 GRS VURSCHRMIRIFE R R T . MhA/DBE R Rtk dg 2 2 —
RAEF BB R/, BA R GMBRr A, AL 1 b E AR
—IBGET N, — AU, SFE M. E-ABRIESRKRT, T Ak
T T T4 H. ATHK, BELT ACHANRE, ERTRKZ,
fleFE L — A EEM S R B T — W FF I A ITEIME.

Zii, TR ES RN B i pr s 4 9k, — A S Irfbidix i
LAY, BUOAARAN S, “RIA TR T EARMES B A X a R



abandoned bus into a little love nest, charging young couples in heat and no

place to go hourly rates for its use.

The story, like most of Mr. Mo’s work, is icininiscent of a comment once
made by the Soviet writer V'l Vo that in his country “reality and
satire are the same.” In his half dozen or so novels and story collections, the
prolilic | fanciful, unrestrained, sometimes outrageous Mr. Mo has created
a universe full of earthy and c¢iucuy  characters all of whom are haticred

uised s almost crushed by the undignified outrages of ordinary life.

Or, as Mr. Mo himself succinctly "described his Buddhist-like frame of
reference, speaking at a Sino-American cultural conference in Berkeley, Calif.,
last year, “As long as humans live, there is pain.” But, describing his literary
philosophy, he added, “I think most readers would prefer to read humorous

sentences about a painful life.”

Humorous is one way to describe Mo Yan’s sentences, and no doubt a
certain amuscd distance makes it easier to ke 11" his mostly rural Chinese
universe, its unfairness, its casual violence, its stench | its tragedies, its
lLalkaesque  frustrations. But one senses, as with Mr. Voinovich, a caustic fury
lurking just beneath the surface of his stories of ordinary Chinese lives. Most
of them lived where Mr. Mo himself grew up, in northern Shandong Province,




