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Preface

As one of the fundamental forms of Chinese classical
literature , the metric poetry is a glittering pearl in the vast
ocean of Chinese culture. It still shines brilliant even
though a thousand years have elapsed since its origin,
showing its animate vigor in life and ever-lasting charm in art.

Liishi and Ci, two categories of metric poems
reached the climax of the Chinese classical metric poetry.
Liishi originated in Sui Dynasty and got into blooming in
Tang, the succeeding dynasty of Sui. Not only did it
milestone the journey of the Chinese literature itself, but
also found its application to the Imperial Examinations
since Tang Dynasty for the talent selection in the thou-
sand-year reigns of feudal autocratic monarchies in
ancient China.

Ci, which is also called Shiyu, Ciqu, originated in
Tang period and reached its climax in Song Dynasty. As
another important form of Chinese metric poetry, it once

marked a new prosperous stage of Chinese literature.
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Gone the climax of the metric poetry composition,
but it has come down to today, even shows the trends in
its revival and takes on a new prospect.

Being affected by the rejuvenation movement of the
metric poetry, I have written a certain number of poems
in metric style, including Liishi, Ci, and Gufeng, reflec-
ting my innermost emotions, some of which have been
brought out. Thirty three metric poems are selected to
make up the present anthology entitled A Leaf: Metric
Poems , implicating just a green leaf setting the beautiful
flowers off in the garden of Chinese metric poetry. The
anthology is published bilingually in both Chinese and
English, attempting to have it shared by more readers.
The English version is, by myself, translated in metric
style. |

Dr. Gu Zhengkun, English Professor of Beijing U-
niversity, a famous scholar on the study of Shakespeare
and a distinguished translator, once whole-heartedly bode
praises as well as suggestions to my poems. Wang
Hongyin, English Professor of Nankai University, a fa-
mous scholar on the study of poetry of both English and
Chinese, not only highly acclaims the poems, but also
has written a colorful foreword to my anthology. I am

grateful to them for their praises and encouragements as
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well as their valuable suggestions.

I will be delighted if some of the poems, one or
two, even a line, can arouse sympathy among the readers
with whom I would like to share my sentiment in sinceri-
ty. The author would like to invite any further suggestion
and criticism from all readers, especially from those who

are right up their alley.

S5

May 20, 2009
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