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An Education

Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance.
— Will Durant

Education is what survives when what has been

learned has been forgotten.
— B. F. Skinner

Uit S

® To have a rough picture of life in England during 1960s
e To get a glimpse of education in England

» To improve English language skills of listening and speaking

Before You Watch

This is a movie about education. There’s a lot
of focuses on education, but the key comes early on,
when Jenny and David hardly know each other. She
asks him about his education, and he says he went to,
“What I believe they call the University of Life”. It’s a

nice line, because he believes it, but more importantly

because no one in film has ever said anything so true and false before. Do

1
:
3

i

you believe in the existence of “the University of Life”? And why? i

Unit1 An Education
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bisode @

l. Vocabulary
orchestra Teddy Boy take a lift cello
rehearsal round the corner cellist

ll. Listening for Main Ideas

In this episode, coming back from band
practice in the rain, Jenny is offered a lift
by David, leading to a whirlwind romance
which opens Jenny’s eyes to a wider world.
The first encounter with David means a lot

to Jenny. Could you retell the story of their

first encounter in the rain?

lll. Listening for Details

E! Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F) according to what you hear.

(1) According to Jenny’s father, one doesn’t have to practice a
hobby.

(2) David said Jenny could put the cello in his car and walk
alongside him, when David saw Jenny standing in the rain
with her cello.

__(3) The concert will not start until next Thursday.

(4) Jenny was a Jew, whereas David is not.

Wi SEReaES



(5) David once studied in Oxford, though he didn’t get a very
good degree there.

F2 Fill in the blanks according to what you hear.

David: Hello. Look, if you had any sense, you wouldn’t (1)
from a strange man, but I'm a (2) and I’'m

3) , so what I propose is you put it in

my car and walk alongside me.

Jenny: How do I know you won’t just drive off with the cello?

David: Good point. How much (4) ? £10, £15?
I don’t know. Let’s say 15. No? All right. Up to you.

David: I’'m David, by the way.
Jenny: Jenny.
David: Very good. How did the concert go?

Jenny: It was a rehearsal. The concert’s (5)

David: What are you playing?

Jenny: Elgar.

David: I think it’s a shame he spent so much time in Worcester, don’t you?
Because Worcester’s too near Birmingham, and you can hear that in
the music. There’s a terrible Brummy accent in there, if you listen
hard enough. Anyway, Elgar and the Jews don’t mix very well.

Jenny: I’m not a Jew.

David: No, I am. I wasn’t accusing you.

Jenny: CanlI (6) ?

David: Jump in.

Jenny: DI’ve never seen a car like this before. C’est trés chic.
David: It’s a Bristol. Not many of them made. Where to, madam?
Jenny: Ionly (7)

hisode @

l. Vocabulary

orchestra mess up triumph disapprove

helicopter scratch away put an end to shoot off

Unit 1
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Il. Listening for Main Ideas

meet Jenny’s parents. Could you
describe their attitudes to David?
Did Jenny’s father finally allow
Jenny to go with David? How did
David convince Jenny’s father?

In this episode, David came to

lll. Listening for Details

(5)

Choose the best answer to each of the following question
according to what you hear.

What would NOT Jenny do after she has been to university?

A. She would go to be French.

B. She would go to Paris.

C. She would quit smoking.

D. She would wear black and listen to Jacques Brel.

Which of the following statements is correct according to this episode?

A. Jenny messed up her bit in the concert.

B. Nobody got thrown out of the orchestra afterwards.

C. David was quite embarrassed, when he ran into Jenny.

D. Jenny didn’t have to go to school on Friday.

David invited Jenny to listen to some Ravel in St. John’s Smith Square.

When would they probably meet?

A. At 6:00. B. At 7:00. C. At 8:00. D. At 9:00.

Which of the following statements is NOT correct according to this

episode?

A. David’s friends Danny and Helen would be coming together.

B. David will come and pick up Jenny.

C.If Jenny’s parents disapprove, Jenny could have the tickets and go
with one of them.

D. Jenny preferred to go to the concert on her own.

Jenny’s father expected Jenny to be back at , but David promised



to have Jenny back by .
A. 11:00, 11:30 B. 10:00, 10:30
C. 10:00, 11:30 D. 9:00, 10:00

F2 Fill in the blanks according to what you hear.

Dad:
Jenny:
Dad:
Jenny:
Dad:
Jenny:
Dad:
Jenny:
Mom:
Dad:
Mom:

Dad:
Jenny:
Dad:

Jenny:
Dad:

Mom:

Dad:
Jenny:
Dad:
Mom:
Jenny:
Dad:

David:
Dad:

Jenny:
Dad:

I won’t allow it!

Fine! He’s (1) for you to take me.

Fine, I will.

Good!

Well, where is it?

St. John’s Smith Square.

Where’s that?

I don’t know. I’m sure we could find out.

It’s in Westminster. Right next door to the Abbey.

How do you know that?

I had a life before (2) , you know. You soon
(3)
Well, there you are.

Where are we?

We’re near Westminster Abbey. I’'m not going all the way over
there.

The trouble is that’s where St. John’s Smith Square is.

Well, there must be something on locally. Where’s the paper?

She wants to see someone who can play. She doesn’t want to see
Sheila Kirkland scratching away. I'll take her.

And how do you propose to get there? RAF helicopter?

That’s him.

Bloody hell!

Jack!

By the way, David’s a Jew. (4) .So (5)

What does she mean by that? I’ve never said anything like that! It’s
just (6) . I’ve got nothing against the Jews...

Glad to hear it. Hello.

I didn’t mean I’ve got (7) . No, of course I do

mean that.
Dad.
No. It’s... Sorry, it’s just that...You’re not the sort of person that

I would be against. Well, I wouldn’t, because I’m not the kind of

Unit1 An Education
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person who would be against people. I'm Jack. This is my wife,
Marjorie.
David: You didn’t tell me (8) , Jenny.

fisude €

l. Vocabulary

scrape a pass candidate a bunch of alternative

a clump of Medieval devour on the uptake

ll. Listening for Main Ideas

Please retell how David
convinced Jenny’s father of
Jenny’s going to Oxford with

him on the weekend?

lll. Listening for Details

El Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F) according to what you hear.

_ (1)Jenny did quite well as usual in the test of the Virgil
translation.
(2) According to Jenny’s mother, it cost 5 shillings an hour for
private tuition.
(3) Graham and Jenny haven’t seen each other in ages because
Graham once talked about the year off thing at the tea party.
(4) According to Jenny, the reason why she had no time to meet

Graham was she had so much work to do.

o +
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(5) Jenny once told her parents that David used to study in
Oxford.

Fill in the blanks according to what you hear.

You came to see my parents?
Why is that (1) 2
Why are you drinking? It’s not Christmas.

Well, there’s a lot you don’t know about us, young lady. We had a
life (2)
That’s true. I’'m only going on what I’ve seen for (3)

I’m trying to think what you missed. Nothing much comes to mind.
Anyway, I’ve got a huge pile of (4)
But you didn’t tell us (5)
No! I didn’t.

For all the good it did me.
Isn’t that funny?

Extraordinary.
I was just telling Jack that I’'m going back next weekend. I go and
visit my old English professor (6)

See, that’s what you need, Jenny. Someone on the inside track. It’s
not always what you know, is it, David?
Too true. Have you ever come across Clive Lewis?
Dad’s never come across anyone.
He wrote a children’s book called The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe that did very well, I believe.
C. S. Lewis.
Well, to us he was just the old codger who taught (7)

, but I came to know him very well. We just got along.
Jenny used to (8)

I’d love to meet him.

I’m sorry, am I being slow on the uptake? Would Jenny like to
come at the weekend?

Not this weekend, but sometime, perhaps. Yes.

How often do you see him?

Not very often. Every couple of years. Maybe next time.

Well, I suppose... Would she have to stay the night?

I wouldn’t (9) after one of those Oxford
dinners. Clive could get her a room at the college. It’s easy enough.

An Education
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Mom: Seems like too good an opportunity to pass up.
Dad: It wouldn’t be (10) , would it, David?

fisote @

l. Vocabulary

shortcut volition be dying to wide-eyed

Il. Listening for Main ldeas

Could you summarize
what finally happen to Jenny?
Was she still with David?
Was she admitted by Oxford

University?

lll. Listening for Details

El Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F) according to what you hear.

(1) Jenny wanted to repeat her last year at school and take her
exams.

(2) Jenny saw the point of school and valued school education a
lot from the very start.

(3) Miss Stubbs was sure and expected to see Jenny coming
back to school again.

(4) Jenny felt old and wise, and she was in need of Miss Stubbs’
help.

(5) Jenny has never been to Paris in her lifetime.

WIS SEEE S



