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Preface

In his famous speech- “Look Up to the Starry Sky”, given in the Bell Hall of CAUP at May 2007, Premier WEN
Jiabao made the point that “Universities are essential in the process of social and economical development. By a vision of
history, many nations’ revitalization started from education. ” As his hope to the universities, he stated that “The idea of
education is to serve the society, Every school, every faculty and every student must tie itself with the live of our country
and nation tightly. In any condition, no matter difficult or easy, universities should stay with the country, the people and
the nation, study and work for them. ” Prime Minister Wen clarified precisely the social responsibility of contemporary
university education.

With the background of fast social and economical development, Architectural education and the other professional
educations in China assume the unprecedented mission of progress and social responsibility. In one hand, as the main ap-
proach of personnel cultivation, Architectural education must focus on the national development strategy and regional
construction trend, must reply positively to the development trends of its profession and fulfill the social demands com-
pletely and in multilevel. In the other hand, with a broad view, Architectural education should promote its self-reform
and institutional renovations, and ensure the sustainable development with continuous motivation and system guarantee.
The 2010 National Conference of the Steering Committee for Architectural Education in Institutions of Higher Learning,
undertaken by CAUP of Tongji University, will focus on “the social responsibility”. It’s highly valuable to re-discuss the
core topic of “what and how to teach”,

Under the subject of the conference, there are four sub-themes: Professional education of Architecture and social de-
mands; Patterns of the International architectural personnel cultivation; Courses development and practices; Research-
based and practice-based personnel cultivation. The conference called for papers and got positive response from Architec-
tural schools national-wide, Distribution of the submitted papers shows to us that the third sub-themes drew more atten-
tion. It indicates that all parties pay more attention on the issue of professional education bound up with social demands.
More than half papers choose the topic “Course construction and its practice”. That means colleges and teachers pay
more attention to the teaching itself, its contents and methods. 93 papers were selected to this proceeding at last. It in-
cludes theoretical researches and conclusions from specific practice cases. The contents refer to the general appeals of Ar-
chitectural education. Collecting the latest works of contemporary China Architectural education and reform, the pro-
ceeding will definitely promote the dialogue between colleges and faculties, of course, also the spread of advanced educa-
tional ideas.

At the same period and same place of World EXPO 2010 Shanghai China, along with the first General Assembly of
the National steering Committee of both Architecture Education and Urban Planning Education, the conference will be a
grand academic event of significant meaning. At this moment, we hope every Architectural educator may experience not

only the glory but consciousness and responsibility.

WU, Changfu

Professor and Dean

College of Architecture and Urban Planning
Tongji University
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The Dilemma of Education System:
On the Reform of Architectural

Education System in China

B E: vEAAAFLLEATFHSIARRAZFHNAOAMNEAFT L, RN LABFFOFLLEAFAR
+, #2005 SRS AN ARAFAGEAF LAY (FAHFTEE), ARALTOEAFTEH AR
RANEAFFLAARAAERAFALH ERARIAGHAA —RHLE, FHAMOAREIHZ, T8
HERAFFHAEDBHLAFAR, ARFHELFGERTE? KCKBRR = A P — Hs 60,

XA AHAXFTEFE, F4, LLEF, AAKT

Abstract: The main body of China’s architectural professional education system is the 5 year professional Bach-
elor of Architecture (B. Arch) and, in addition, the 2. 5 year Master of Architecture (M. Arch). According
to UNESCO/UIA Charter for Architectural Education (2005), both B, Arch and M. Arch seem to be below

the basic requirements for a qualified professional degree in one way or other. What is the nature of education

system? What are problems of current professional education system in China? And, where is the dilemma of

the reform of education system? This essay is an attempt to deal with these questions.

Keywords: The Charter for Architectural Education, education system, professional education,

architectural education
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Abstract: Against the background of globalization, our country’s reform of architectural education should take

the practical needs and existing important problems during the urbanization process as the key points, and re-

establish stepped teaching goals and courses arrangements in order to create an architectural education system,

which is more diversified, more suitable for the society and market, and taking on more research characteris-

tics.
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