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FOREWORD

Rushing down from skyscraping heights,the Yangtse waters from
time immemorial has been rolling and meandering along in zigzags
over the mountainous districts of China.

Cliffs and precipices never make way automatically for rivers.
Mountains have always been obstructions to waterways and
obstacles to the running current emptying itself to the sea. Long
before human beings appeared.the struggle between Yangtse waters
and scars on the undulated land had been waging.resulting in the
victory of water of life over insensate stones. Splitting alps and
valleys.the Yangtse broke open a passage to the sea and ocean. This
passage is the triad of the Three Gorges.

Of all the wonders left on earth and‘ formed through movement of
nature and living matters. Yangtse Gorges are one of the most
profoundly affecting and magnificent. The Three Gorges made a
lasting impression on me while | was on an excursion there. |
exclaimed on the miracle of nature.and in the meantime | could not
but deplore the paltriness of man. Nevertheless. for thousands of
years it has been these seemingly insignificant human beings playing
the role of conquerers of nature with their wisdom and bravery.
Visions of boatmen shooting the rapids often flash over my mind---the
formation of the Three Gorges is a marvelous symbol of how human
society has been probing forward overcoming setbacks and
difficulties.

It’s beyond marn’s ability to change the process of the evolution
and movement of nature,| presume. Many a poet or painter has

depicted his admiration for the unpredictable Three Gorges in words

or color,but in the faithful description of nature,the most outstanding
should be photographing. The photographers of the pictures in this
album are mostly amateur artists who have for years been living in
the Three Gorges. Through their persistence. their shots held up a
variéty of scenes of the seasons in the Gorges. The mysterious and
majestic mountains, the fantastic and charming waters, the
complicated and bewildering clouds and mists. and the mutual
understanding and intermingling of life and nature are vividly and
spectacularly reflected. As a matter of fact, this is a revelation of a
complete and realistic picture of the Three Gorges.a picture of the
change of seasons.whether it is overcast., fine, raining or snowing,
happy -angry.lamenting or sorrowful ,and of the history and dreams of
the triad. Perusing the album is like reading poetry. picking up
interupted dreams. and meditating on the past and predicting the
future. In appreciating the beautiful sights,you’ Il be dreaming of an
excursion to the leaving Gorges.

The enchantment of the Three Gorges is everlasting. Not-
withstanding people’s will to change or control her,the experiences
of her tortuous struggle,the magical voices she left to the world.and
the magnificent impression in your memory will never change. The
Three Gorges is perpetual. She will forever exist in the world’ s
history and in the memory of mankind.

translated by Huang Tian-min
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Water of life seeking after its way to the sea at twists and turns, Its goal is far far away
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THE JU—TANG GORGE




EESE/M AN REDEY In this way ,Yangtse squeezes itself from the crevices of the mountains.




BRAPHREBEN AN/ UEABEDIHEETER

Reflection of dim skylight in the torrents, the silhouette of distant ridges dissolving in the

deepening dusk.

EENREE/ R BN NREIEHN

Sudden opening presages new bluffs and windings.
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Turbid water and limpid current,painting a wonderful picture on the surface of the river.

BHUELEAR/RZERDITI KD

The sun rising up from the tranquil mountain peaks, and falling down to the quietly flowing

Yangtse river.
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LWEHNEE/RBBREEZRNA

The rock squatting like a colossal beast watching the running torrents,

INAKRG /8278 38 DB B9 BT The tiny boat,any hope of sailing across the gorge?



) E O RIHNE 6 /t? N4 5 The roaring rapids are breeding life of tenderness too.
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The water is so enchanting
that the rock stretched itself
longing for a sweet kiss and

remained there for billion years.




Skylight and current, silhouette of mountains and shadow of boats,merged into a single

whole in the boundless universe.




Id the surges of morning glow be the ridge’s dream of last night?




Riding on the jade green phoenix,seeking after the tracks of our ancients.
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Open the door of wonders to watch the waters pouring down from high above.
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The massive rock meditating at the river bank for thousands of years

unawakened from its dream by the incessant whistles.



