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Unit One
Every Person Has the Right to Fail

1. Information Related to the Text

1. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 — 1882) was the most distinguished of the
New England Transcendentalists and one of the most brilliant Ameri-
can poets and thinkers of the nineteenth oentury He believed that
there are two levels of reality, the supernatural and the natural. The
supernatural is essence, spirit, or Oversoul as Emerson most frequent-
ly called it. It is an impersonal force that is eternal, moral, harmoni-
ous, and beneficent in tendency. The individual soul is a part of the
Oversoul, and man has access to it through his intuition. One of the
tendencies of the Oversoul is to express itself in form, hence the world
of nature as an emanation of the world of spirit. The individual has
access to this secondary level of reality through the senses and the un-
derstanding. To explain the relation between the spiritual and physi-
cal levels of being Emerson used such oppositions as One and Many,
cause and effect, unity and diversity, object and symbol, reality and
appearance, truth and hypothesis, being and becoming. What espe-
cially delighted Emerson about this dualism was that it allowed him to
entertain both faith and doubt: to accept the promptings of the intui-
tion without question and yet to view the hypotheses of the under-
standing as only tentative and hence constantly open to question. His
ideas are seen to be contained in his essays. The most notable is Na-
ture (1836), in which he argued that although nature serves as com-
modity, beauty, language, and discipline, its most important function
is to excite the intuition so that the individual through a mystical ex-
perience becomes aware of the power of the Oversoul residing within
him. “Nature always speaks of Spirit. It suggests the absolute.”

2. Two-valued orientation: The concept of “two-valued orientation”
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most probably derives from S.L.Hayakawa, a linguist, who wrote the
book entitled Language and Thought and Action in 1941. In this book
he remarks that people tend to see things in terms of two values only,

R, S
affirmative and negative, good and bad, hot and cold, love and hate,
e ~

with no regard to the midway alternatives.
S~

II. Synopsis of the Text
This is a piece of argurpentative writing in three parts about the issue of
failure. In the first as 1 — 2), namely the introduction, the author

talks about a general tendency to view things in two-valued orientati?m,
WM‘XM‘ He points out that human beings
cannot be judged either as a success or a failure in the traditional two-
valued orientation, as early success does not mean later achievement in
one’s life and what is worse, it sometimes can become an obstacle toa
successful life. In the second pa@ras 3-6), he elabo“’éfm on various
aspects of failure in comparison with success. Failure, though unpleasant
and fearful, serves as a better teacher in that it prompts fresh thinking,
elicits a change of direction, renews energy, brings freedom and offers
new possibilities. Examples are cited to render his argument convincing.
He, therefore,-Cancludes (paras 7 —R) that failure contributes to-personal
growth and leads to improved personal relationships, too. By quoting
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s words: A man’s success is made up of failure,
.. the author is trying t i ilure and success are in

dependent and complementary. In real life. people should be allowed not
only to succeed but also to fai

II1. Detailed Study of the Text
("1.\People are generally prone to what is called “the two-valued orienta-
tion™.: People often tend to  adopt such an extreme atntude as 1o see
things in terms of two values only, that is, affirmative and negative,
good and bad, right and wrong, hot and cold, love and hate, without

allowing for other alternatives.
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. be prone to: be apt to, be susceptible to, be liable to, be likely to, bc;
e.g. He was prone to indigestion after rich restaurant meals. (Co-
build)
She’s prone to giggling at the most inopportune moments. (RH:
Thesaurus)

@ when, in fact, infinite degrees of both are possible.: ... when, a
ally, it is possible to have a spectrum of alternatives in between the

two choices.

( (\I'he word failure cannot be reasonably applied to a complex, living,
changing human being: It is rather arbitrary to label a person as a fail-
ure for he is not dead but constantly changing and developing. As
known to all, a person has many sides. He may fail in one aspect at
w. For instance, a student can fail the
exam in mathematics but excel in English. He may flunk the mid-
term exam; yet, he can come out of the final exam with flying colors.
Hence)il‘le statement “I have failed three times” is not the equivalent _ .. u—j‘
for the Statement “T am a failure”. TMff_e;rcp_ch,tmfam_Lhat e
tlm phasis on some specific cases whlle the latter be-
speaks a total neg,gtlon of on ol

%bwously no one can be a WhlZ at everythmg Clearly nobody can be
expert in everything. That is to say, man is not perfect and is likely to
make errors in life. Just as Alexander Pope, a famous poet in the 18th
century, once said, “Toerr is human to forgwe divine.”
whiz: . (infml.) a person who 10 is expert at a partlcular activity
e.g. a whizin water (JELAIH)

a management whiz (FEAIAH)
Jean’s really a whiz at bowling. (RH: Thesaurus)
5,/Success in one area often precludes success in another.: Success in one
area often makes it impossible for one to succeed in other fields.
preclude: v. make impossible, to prevent the presence, existence, or
occurrence of




e.g. The slightness of the evidence precludes a conviction. (RH: CD)
Her full schedule will preclude a visit to our city. (RH: Thesau-
rus)

p The danger of too early success is particularly acute whenever a child
demonstrates special talent.: The danger to achieve a too early success
is particularly serious whenever a child displays a special ability to do
something, because early success can otherwise deprive him/her of the
very things that a child normally enjoys such as playing, bicycling,
fooling around, etc.
acute: adj. extremely severe, crucial, intense. Used to emphasize the
severity or intensity of an unpleasant situation or feeling
e.g. She had an acute headache. (Ibid.)

With acute anxiety they awaited the result. (Cobuild)
7. ... and the rest of us envied her glamorous life.: We all felt jealous of
her life, full of excitement and adventure.

glamorous: adj. fascinating, charming, exciting

e.g. aglamorous job (Longman)

a glamorous girl (Ibid.)
Jean Harlow was a glamorous movie star of the 1930’s. (RH:

Thesaurus) )
8. I never prepared myself for anything but the ice, ...: T never did or
learned something else to get myself ready for life except skating.
9. ... and it’s been downhill ever since.: Since then I've been on the de-
cline in my career.

"10. ... no one tells how to fail so that failure becomes a growing
experience.: ... nobody tells us how to deal with failure and turn it
to our advantage by learning something from failure.

11. ...is part of the human condition ...: is necessary/ basic to human life
12. observe: v. (fml.) remark, comment, say, state
e.g. She observed that we were already late. (Ibid. )
1 would only observe that he is well qualified for the post. (Co-
build)
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137 alike: adv. equally, identically, in the same manner, form or degree
e.g. Good teachers treat all their students alike. (RH: Thesaurus)
The strike is damaging to managers and workers alike. (Co-
build)
14. But it can make a positive contribution to your life once you learn
to use it.: But failure can also benefit your life when you learn a

lesson from it and turn it at your service.
/@ don’t be shy about inquiring : don’t hesitate to ask others for advice
be shy (of): hesitant, wary
e.g. Don’t be shy of telling what you think. (Ibid.)
1 am shy of saying too much on this delicate subject. (Longman)
6,/ Failure is a better teacher than success since success always en-
courages repetition of old behavior whereas failure can prompt fresh
thinking, a change of direction.: A person can learn more from
failure than from success hecause the latter always urges him to do
tongs. in the same way a8 before while the fommer i tmore

stimulating and thought provoking.
Ampt-v. stimulate, motivate, inspire, occasion, provoke
eg. Whatever prompted you to act in such a way? (RH: Thesaurus)
He was wondering what Lamin had overheard to prompt that
question. (Cobuild)
17. apply: v. relate, pertain, fit, suit; request, put in for
e.g. The rules of safe dn'viné apply to everyone. (RH: Thesaurus)
I've made up my mind to app)f fora scholarship. (Cobuild)

They applied to return to China, (FEIAIAHL)
18. Would further training help?: Is it possible for me to join the ballet

(-ﬁompemy if I have more training in ballet?
@ou haven’t the body for it.: You don’t have the necessary physical
qualifications for being a ballet dancer.

A | Similar expressions:
My Tather Fias always an eye for a good horse. (Ibid.)
He had no ear for music. (Ibid.)



20.
21

22,

2.

The young man has a good head for business. (Ibid.)
He has a good (or an acute) nose for danger. (Ibid.)
In such cases, ...: In the situations as listed above.

My friend put away her toe shoes and moved into dance therapy, ...:
My friend gave up the idea of becoming a professional ballet dancer.
Instead, she took up the job of teaching patients dance skills.

Oddly enough, failure often brings with it a peculiar kind of free-
dom.: It is strange enough that a special kind of freedom often comes
with failure. (or: Failure often produces a special kind of freedom.)

This sounds a bit paradoxical. However, when one fails to do some-

thing the first time, h/@a;y_fgel_tgg’tile. But soon he adjusts himself
to this new situation. S@\i@w&m he has no fear

to lose it. Thus he is free in mind and enthusiastic about new things
anMMﬁgwd is inclined to try different things
in_different ways until he makes it. It is true that failure is
discouraging and frustrating and it occurs now and then.
Fortunately people can always survive it, feeling relaxed and
unrestricted. Before long they become more than eager to plunge
into a new life and a new pursuit of possibilities.
Who cares about the second dent or the third?: No one is concerned
very much with more damages done to the car after it has got one
already. or: No one will take to his heart further damages done to
the car after the first one. This is a rhetorical question which is
asked to imply a definite answer. A rhetorical question is seldom
answered explicitly with a yes or no — the listener or reader surmises
the actual answer from the context and /or the tone of the speaker
or writer. This device is often used in argument and/or persuasion.
Shakespeare used it abundantly in his plays and with great effect.
Below are three famous examples:
(1) Brutus: Not that I lov’d Caesar less, but that I loved Rome
more. Had you rather Caesar were living, and die all slaves, than
that Caesar were dead, to live all free men? Who is here so base
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that would be a bondman? If any, speak; for him have I of-
fended. Who is here so rude that would not be a Roman? If any,
speak; for him have I offended. Who is here so vile that will not
love his country? If any, speak; for him have I offended. I pause
for a reply.

All: None, Brutus, none.

(Julius Caesar)

Shylock: 1 am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew
hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed
with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the
same diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by
the same winter and summer, as a Christian is? If you prick us,
do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poi-
son us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, shall we not
revenge? ...

(The Merchant of Venice)

Is it rational that now when the young people may have to face
problems harder than we face, is it reasonable that with the
atomic age before them, at this time we are giving up the study of
how the Greeks and Romans prevailed magnificently in a bar-
baric world; the study, too, of how that triumph ended, how a
slackness and softness finally came over them to their ruin? In
the end, more than they wanted freedom, they wanted security,
a comfortable life, and they lost all — security, and comfort and
freedom. Is not that a challenge to us? Is it not true that into
our education have come a slackness and softness? Is hard effort
prominent? The world of thought can be entered in no other
way. Are we not growing slack and soft in our political life?
When the Athenians finally wanted not to give to the state, but
the state to give to them, when the freedom they wished most
for was freedom from responsibility, then Athens ceased to be
free and was never free a gain.Is not that a challenge?



(A modern example from Edith Hamilton: “The Lessons of the

—  Past”)
.'24 / Failure frees one to take risks because there’s less to lose.: Failure
sets one free from any restrictions and bondage, smce there is

nothmg more for one to lose in this condition, he has no more fear
to lose > anything. In this sense, he is free to choose and to take risks.
, If he fails, nothing will be lost. If he wins, so much the better.
+ 25. Often, there is a renewal of energy, an awareness of new possi-
‘ bilities.: Very often, failure helps stimulate a person the other way
round to go at difficulties and problems with a new spirit and
-_renders him more keen on exploring new possibilities in life.
26. Hawd absorbed and accepted, failure contributes to personal
- growth and leads to improved personal relationships, t0o.: 1If we are
able to confront, to withstand and to accept failure, we will become
more mature, more understanding, more- tolerant and more tactful
to handle our relationships with people.
absorb: v. withstand
eg. The societies of the Highlands were able to absorb these
changes. (Cobuild)
. He was able to absorb this new blow. (FEIU A1)
27, The officially “successful”” person remains closed off and self-protec-
- tive, but failure allows one to reveal simple human weakness.: The
persog\gg is considered successful by soggtykkeeps himself isolated
from people and acts defensively, This is simply because he is afraid
of losin, r?grwhat he hasalready@chneved This fear makes-him-lonely,
careful defensive, cold, and even suspicious, while failure exposes a
person to the awareness of his own weaknesses and the real situation

he is in.

?oqe/ojf: shut off, separate, isolate

;.g. The damage would cause the road to be closed off for hours.
(Cobuild)
They lived in a castle in which most of the rooms were perma-
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nently closed off. (Ibid.)

8 ) A woman who recently ended what seemed like a perfect marriage

|2
Osgxs that her friendships have a new closeness and warmth since her

L

divorce.: Perfect as her marriage seems in the eyes of others, a wo-
man recently put an end to it. She says that after the divorce she
feels a new closeness and warmth in her relationships with others.
That is to say, her failure in marriage teaches her to view life in a
different and new way. She becomes human, sympathetic and under-
standing. There is a sudden increase of need to share her experience
with others.

29./1 used to be put off by your superwoman act.: In the past, I was

often kept away by your discouraging behaviour for feeling inferior
(for yo”ﬁf“"e»rie so extraordinary and capable.)
put off: to discourage someone from liking someone or something
“eg. The smell put me off my food. (Longman: PV)
Don’t be put off him by his appearance; he’s actually quite a
charming person. (Ibid.)

30. There is what might be called the ngt%lc,faiﬁlmp — the special heroism

of aiming high, doing your best and then, when that proves to be
not enough, moving bravely on.: What the author means by the no-
ble failure is that human beings tend to aspire high for the impossi-
ble things in hfe, even though they know from-the very beginning

that it is beyond them to reach the goals. Still, they will keep head
on and £ all out to make them real This is what the author called
the spec1al hermsm, because they know they are destined to fail. Yet,
they will not give in under any circumstances. In this sense, human

beings are tragic in that they can never fully achieve what they aspire
for; on the other hand, they are great and heroic because they will
never give up their high aspirations in life. They are invincible. The
search for the impossible accounts for both man’s greatness and
tragedy.

The phrase “the noble failure™ is probably coined after “the noble
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savage” (7 i #9EF & \). The concept or title “the noble savage”
connotes the exemplar of primitive goodness, dignity and nobility
uncorrupted by the evil effects of civilization.

IV. Translation of Difficult Sentences

1.

People are generally prone to what is called “the two-valued orienta-

tion

N R A TR S ik,

. We assume that everyone is either a success or a failure when, in fact,

infinite degrees of both are possible.

RAVELRHINN, NBEZRBINE , BELRKWE, MHFEL, T
XFE ZEEAVFFZ 2 A RRERF.

There is a world of differences between “I have failed three times”
and “I am a failure™.

“RAMT ZWHRE—RE ERAR .

The word failure cannot be reasonably applied to a complex, living,
changing human being.

JR SR X AR — N A TR AR AR A B AR LR AR RED
R,

. Obviously no one can be a whiz at everything,

B, WA NS EHEE,

. The danger of too early success is particularly acute whenever a child

demonstrates special talent.
BT DI AR AR, o LR R R N B

. I recall from my childhood a girl whose skill on ice skates marked her

as “Olympic material”.
RiIDBEREENA N L BB IOR SIS, BAN R Riz2
7 SN

. “I never prepared myself for anything but the ice,” she said. “I peak-

ed at 17 — and it’s been downhill ever since.”
‘BT, BHZBARE, thik, S RRAS RN — T
PG, BhE T 7o
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10.

11.

12.

16.

17.

18.

19.

But it can make a positive contribution to your life once you learn to
use it.
(ER—EARESERF S, Bk AR R A A 08 7= A AR i
Ho
Failure is a better teacher than success since success always en-
courages repetition of old behavior whereas failure can prompt fresh
thinking, a change of direction.
5 R, RIGREGFH &I, B AR SRS A TER L
AT , T RIBERER ST FAE , (R BE A (T %E BT,
You haven't the body forit.
AR & BRE M AR,
My friend put away her toe shoes and moved into dance therapy, a
field where she’s both competent and useful.
RAAAAIGE T #E8E, 5% 5 T b BEREE XUKA AR Z i SE 8T
HATlk,

. Failure frees one to take risks because there’s less to lose.

RIGEN B 2 B R, A AR / ikt 2.
Often there’s a renewal of energy, an awareness of new possibilities.

W, BT S, EVERR ATRENE.

. Faced, absorbed and accepted, failure contributes to personal

growth and leads to improved personal relationships, too.
{BANFRATREE R 7R 32 IR Z R AT, RIS B F A AL
RS L INTS TN

The officially “successful” person remains closed off and self-pro-
tective, but failure allows one to reveal simple human weakness.
—MEAAR BT E AR A RS A R, {Eﬁﬁﬁ&fﬂﬂ:)\
HEm S R IR TR,

Now I can let it all hang out.

AERBFEN BT, TR,

I used to be put off by your superwoman act.

W ERHEH AR BN AT R TR SRR,
There is what might be called the noble failure — the special heroism
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