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Foreword

As a doctor and a writer, Anton Chekhov(1860—1904) explored the hu-
man mind in his life time—in his early life, he abandoned religion and poli-
tics, having an infinite faith in materialism; in his later social practice, reflec-
tion on Tolstoyism, Populism and Marxism, he insisted that knowledge and la-
boring be the power of social progress. Through all the years of literary writ-
ing, he has formed a realistic principle featuring independence and non-orien-
tation. In his works, intellectuals tend to be complicated figures with great sig-
nificance.

This book contains three parts as follows.

The 1st part is introduction, containing the review of Chekhov in China
(from 1907 to the 1st decade of 21st century).

The second part is the body, including 4 parts; the 1st chapter entitled
“ Anton Chekhov as an Intellectual” with two subtitles: “the erratic soul”,
discussing the development and forming of Chekhov’ s thinking as an intellec-
tual. The profession as a doctor made Chekhov look at the world with a scien-
tific and calm way. Rather than following a certain trend, Chekhov thought a-
bout problems from the practical social conditions in Russia. What he had
done proves that he was a responsible intellectual. In the following subtitle
“the intellectual writer”, the biography, diaries, letters, related works and
other materials are analyzed to illuminate his independent and non-oriented re-
alistic writing principle.

From the second chapter to the forth chapter, images of intellectuals in
his works are discussed. The second chapter, Deserter of Traditional Intellec-
tual contains two parts; The Lost Lamb and The Twisted Soul, which deals

with the intellectual of that time—those vulgarized, assimilated intellectuals—
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they had lost themselves, got their soul twisted and swamped with the tide.
The third chapter, The Spiritual Struggler, also contains two parts: The Des-
perate Flee and The Image of the Madman. Those who were not assimilated in-
tellectuals wanted to flee from the society but could not find the way out, only
got suicide while those who were “mad” were the positive characters that Che-
khov appreciated, for they were the destroyers of an old world. The forth chap-
ter, The Explorer of a New Life contains two parts: The Super-new-man and
The Female Intellectuals discuss the new intellectuals whose life was mainly
labor, work and study. Chekhov explored the possibility of development for
the new type intellectuals.

The third part is conclusion, mainly discusses the development of the
thinking of Russian intellectuals. Comparing with the traditional Russian intel-
lectuals, the author of this book thinks that Chekhov’s description of intellec-

tuals was much better than any other writers of his own time.

Key Words: Anton Chekhov, The spirit of exploring, Non-orientation,

The images of intellectuals
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