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Preface

Climate change and air pollution have major impacts in China. Therefore, the
Institute of Law, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) proposed to the
Swiss Embassy in early 2009, to exchange experiences with regard to climate and
clean air related legislations in form of a joint event in Beijing. Switzerland entered
into this partnership with the Institute of Law with great enthusiasm, as the
initiative of Prof. Chang Jiwen was seen as very important and timely. Indeed, to
strengthen and to update the legislative framework in the fast growing China that
has to tackle simultaneously the challenges of achieving higher incomes for its
population while addressing environmental sustainability is a very important task.
The Sino-Swiss Forum on Climate Change Legislation took place on 24-25
October 2009, in Beijing. Presentations and discussions targeted climate change
and clean air legislation on national, local and enterprise level. Besides exchange
discussions during the two day event, the objectives were to ‘identify fields of
cooperation which are of interest to both countries, particularly on the climate co-
benefits of clean air policies. Furthermore, findings on the event should contribute
directly to further development of Chinese climate change and clean air legislation.

We would like to thank all the participants for the very lively discussions, for
the presentations made and the recommendations formulated. About 70 experts,
including key representatives from the National People’s Congress/Legislative
Committee, NDRC, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, as well as from academic institutions (the Institute of Law off CASS , the
Environmental Law Institute of Renmin University, China University of Political
Science and Law, Beijing Normal University, Henan University, Research Center
for Development of the State Council) and local government officials from various
environmental protection agencies from provinces and Beijing, participated.

The Swiss delegation i:)resented applied policy oriented inputs for issues
concerning air pollution legislation and stakeholder involvement in law

enforcement (cantons, municipalities, private sectors) , the voluntary agreements
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between government and private sector regarding CO, and NO, reductions in the
Swiss cement industry and the best practice regarding black carbon and particle
filer technologies. Swiss experiences to promote low carbon energy and transport,
green buildings and the CO, emission reduction and market based instruments such
as a carbon tax and emission trading were discussed.

Lively debates resulted from interface discussion with regard to concepts
presented by the Chinese side such as circular economy, Green GDP, 3R (reused,
recycle, reduce) as well as on Emissions Trading.

Thanks to the excellent organisation of the Forum, and the participation of
many concerned institutions and partners, orientations for the future Swiss support
could be identified. We look forward to our future Sino-Swiss partnership in the
field of climate change legislation and policy .

Walter Meyer
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