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People in the story

R A

Grace is a g‘ in 1815, and then a girl in
a picture.

e 2L ER 1815 F— AL L,
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Sue is a young moth™ in 2001.
PR A 2001 4R SEAERALAY,

Sammy is Sue’s baby girl.
BEARZ IR IL,

Tommy is Grace’s boyfriend.

FA R EI B IVA

Mary is Grace and Tommy’s baby.
T PR e I P7R N DR
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Before reading

BERE %

1. What do you understand by the title The Girl at the Window? In
what situation is somebody ar a window?

2. What ideas do you get about the book from the cover picture?

3. Look at the People in the story on page 6. What relationships
do you find between the people?

4. Look at the dates next to Grace and Sue. What does this tell
you about the story?

5. Look at the map on page 7. What part of the UK do you think
the story happens in?

6. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1 Don’t take my
baby!

Grace: 1815

‘“Tommy! Goodbye. I love you!’

Tommy’s going away. He’s sixteen and he’s a
soldier. He’s going to fight Napoleon.

[’'m sad without him. But he’s going to come
home to me. And we’re going to marry and live here.
We’re going to be very happy.

Chapter 1 Don’t take my baby! 9



* * *

My name is Grace and I live in Norfolk. I’m sitting
at the window and I’m waiting. Waiting for Tommy.

[ know a song. It’s a happy song and I like singing
it. I’m singing it to my baby. My baby’s inside me,
but she can hear me. I know that. I know she’s a girl.
We’re waiting for Tommy.

“Your father’s going to come home, Mary.’ I call
her Mary. I look out of the window. In my head I see
him. I see Tommy and he’s looking at me. He has a
red jacket and he looks very young. My Tommy. |
sing, ‘My Tommy’s coming home to me.’

10 The Girl at the Window
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It’s nine months now and the women are here.
Mary is coming. The women are in front of my bed.

‘Good girl, Grace,” they say. Then they say, ‘And
again. And again. That’s it.’

And out you come, Mary. You’re very, very small.
And you’re red and beautiful, and 1 love you. Oh, |
love you!

Chapter 1 Don’t take my baby! 11



Then the women say, ‘This is a beautiful baby.
We’re going to find a good home for her.’

‘But Mary’s my baby,’ | say.

“You’re a bad girl, Grace,” the women say. ‘The
baby doesn’t have a father.’

“Tommy’s the father,” I say. ‘Tommy’s going to
marry me.’

‘Tommy’s dead,’ they say, ‘and you’re not married.
The baby comes with us.’

‘NO! Where are you going? What are you doing?
That’s my baby. You can’t take my baby away!
Tommy’s coming home. He’s going to marry me.
Mary! MARY! Where’s my baby? I want my baby!’

12 The Girl at the Window



