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An Introduction to This Book

Very simply, the aim of this book is to help English majors (Grade 1-2) to achieve
a successful reading and writing class. According to writers of the book, reading and
writing are two interdependent parts in English learning — students become better
writers when they read critically and extensively, and they become better readers
in the process of developing specific writing skills. This is why this textbook tries
to intertwine reading with writing instruction in one project via the use of artwork,
classical literature, professor’s advice and students’ works.

The whole book includes 17 projects, while Book 1 covers the first nine: On
Writing, Life Mission, Memory, Love, Conversation, Newcomer, Horror, Encounter and
Wonderland. These nine projects are designed to help students understand elements of
writing — word, sentence, paragraph, and composition, as well as two basic genres —
narrative and descriptive writing. All the projects develop under the same rubric and

here is an introduction to the rubric with the example of Project 4.

Aclivities © :  Purpos

 Section ©

To lead in the topic with classica
artwork and to call attention to a
potential writing problem

In the Garden by Pierre-

Art Gallery Auguste Renoir

To display how a writer develops a

§ Niutting Skills i piece of writing, and how a learner

To Write a Composition

Exercises improves his writing skills
Readmg 1& To_read apd uAnder.stand why the Little Prince
Exercises writer writes in this way
R "l';' . Reading 2 & i To read and learn new words and My Father, My Son,
e m,, Exercises expressions Myself
. . . I Asked God
More reading :To extend reading to poems or lyrics Eversleeping

i Creative Writing
Assignment

To practice writing by tapping

i ; A Love Letter
students’ own personal experience

Professor’s

A professional writer’s advice on the {How to Write a Love

Lecture given topic Letter
More . . Another three writing
. More writing practices :
Assignments assignments

~ Student's Essay 1

A problematic piece of writing from
students and a proof-reading exercise

Love Letter

_  Student’s Essay 2

An outstanding piece of writing from
students and teacher’s critique

A Letter to Mom

Miscellaneous
Expressions

Useful expressions related to the
topic

18 sentences to express
love




Writing
Pages Art Gall : Reading 1
g allery Skills eading
Project 1 . .
. The Writing To Choose On Writing
9]
Lesson Words

On Writing

Project 2

The Purpose of

To Construct
34 Death and Life Life Is a Life of
) o Sentences
Life Mission Purpose
Project 3
. ) To Develop a
60 Indian Widow How Could You?
Paragraph
Memory
Project 4 .
To Write a ) )
92 In the Garden . Little Prince
Composition
Love
Project 5
] ) The The Sensible
124 ) To Punctuate .
) Conversation Thing to Do
Conversation
Project 6
A At the School To Narrate a ) )
162 My China Daily
Door Story
Newcomer
Project 7 To Narrate an
i ) . The Tell-Tale
192 The Nightmare | Imaginative Heart
ear
Horror Story
Project 8
; ) To Describe a | When They First
226 The Meeting
Person Met
Encounter
Project 9 . Charlie and
The Starry To Describe a
254 ) the Chocolate
Night Place
Wonderland Factory

Answers (Suggested Answers to Selected Exercises)




Creative Writing

Reading 2 More Reading . Professor’s Lecture
Assignment
. How I learnt Why Do Writers
Why I Write A 3-Step Program ) . .
English Writing Write?
: o How to Create

Define Your Dreams My Life Mission ) o

) o . Your Life Mission
Life Mission A Psalm of Life Statement

Statement

The Person I Want

How to Write a Good

The Eul About M i
oSN RS to See Again Memoir
My Father, My | I Asked God How to Write a Love
. A Love Letter
Son, Myself Eversleeping Letter
Nephew from . ) How to Write
Dialogue A Conversation :
Turkey Dialogue
Esperanza The First Day of How to Write a Good
i Culture Shock
Rising College Personal Story
. Vampire Cat How to Write Horror:
An Active o ;
L Dead Man’s Tale A Horror Story Writing Tips for
Imagination . . . .
Eerie Spine Chilling Scary Stories
N Explain:
Old Maid _ When We First EYaE Bip et
She Walks in Beauty The Importance of
Grump Met N
Description
The Lion, the )
. Moon River How to Show Instead
Witch and the . A Wonderland )
Vincent of Telling

Wardrobe
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The Writing Lesson is a painting by Louisa Anne Beresford (1818-1891).
Study the painting, provide proper words for each blank to complete a
description, and answer the following questions.

The Writing Lesson is a portrait of six girls in a writing class. Among six of
the girls, some are , some are , one is ,

and the other one is . By studying their expressions I have a feeling

that the lesson must be

Try to answer the following questions:
1. Did you have problems in word choice to complete the above task?

2. If yes, how did you solve your problems?

| To Choose Words

The English language contains over 500,000 words, but it is difficult enough for
an English learner to use words within 3,000 ones. To transfer thoughts onto paper,
one needs to choose the correct words, the appropriate words and the best words

that suit the writing purpose.

1. To choose the correct words
To choose the correct words for your writing, we need to know the grammatical
function of a word, to use it in its correct spelling, to tell the differences between
the word and other similar words, and to learn the collocation of the word as

well.




l Project 1 On Writing

1) To identify part of speech

“Part of speech” indicates the classification of words with reference to the

functions that they perform in the sentence. Most grammar books agree that

there are ten parts of speech: nouns, articles, numerals, verbs, adjectives,

adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions and interjections.

It is important to be able to identify and remember the part of speech of a new

word, because it decides where it is put in a sentence.

Noun

_:living creature, quality, or action.

A noun is a name. It names a person, place, thing, idea,

Examples: cowboy, theatre, box, thought, tree, kindness,

arrival

Article

An article is used to introduce a noun.

Examples: the, a, an

Numeral

A numeral in English can function both as a noun or an

adjective, and therefore is considered an individual part of
speech.
Example: five, 1,100, dozen, the 13th

Verb

A verb is an action.

Examples: walk, talk, think, believe, live, like, want

Adjective

: An adjective is a word that describes a noun.

Examples: big, yellow, thin, amazing, beautiful, quick,

important

A[ivérb

An adverb is a word which usually describes a verb.
Examples: slowly, intelligently, well, yesterday, tomorrow,

here, everywhere

Pronoun

- Examples: I, you, he, she, it, we, they

A pronoun is used instead of a noun, to avoid repeating the

noun.

Coniﬁnctibn

. Examples: but, so, and, because, or

A conjunction joins two words, phrases or sentences

together.




A preposition usually comes before a noun, a pronoun or

- a noun phrase. It joins the noun to some other parts of the
Preposition
sentence.

: Examples: on, in, by, with, under, through, at

An interjection is an unusual kind of word, because it often
stands alone. Interjections are words which express emotion
fili&ﬁ‘ébﬁi)h: ~or surprise, and they are usually followed by exclamation
marks.

i Examples: Ouch!, Hello!, Hurray!, Oh no!, Ha!

2) To improve spelling
Poor spelling is often developed from the early years of English study. To
improve spelling, allow yourself to look up words that you are not sure of in a
dictionary when you write a paper. You can also keep a personal spelling list
of words you misspell and study the words regularly. This can be overlooked
easily, but it is of a great value.
But misspelling also occurs because some words can be commonly confused.
) Homonyms
Words that have the same sounds but different meanings and spellings are

known as homonyms. Following are a number of examples.

i S e

N
%

Words 1 Words 2
all ready already
passed past
altogether all together
, principle principal
complement compliment
| discrete discreet
g precede proceed
? stationary stationery




