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Preface

This book presents the proceedings of the 10" International Symposium on
“The History of Christianity in China”, organized in Beijing by the Institute
of Modern History of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in coopera-
tion with Verbiest Institute of the Catholic University of Leuven in Beijing.
We are very grateful to Director Dr. Bu Ping, Prof. Dr. Jin Yi-lin and their
colleagues for the perfect organization of the symposium and also for the co-
operation in publishing this volume. The experience has not only produced
valuable academic results, it has also developed friendship among the partici-
pants. We happily repeat here the hope which we expressed already at the
end of the symposium namely: to continue this type of cooperation in the fu-
ture. Indeed the history of Christianity in China is a vast field of history a-
bout which so much research remains to be done. To do this well, one needs
the COOpération of Chinese scholars as well as scholars from abroad, Chris-
tians and non-Christians in order to assure that a balanced view of this histo-
ry is presented. The success of the 10" Verbiest Symposium in Beijing is al-
so due to the fact that the participants represented these different visions and
backgrounds.

Verbiest Institute of Louvain Catholic University has a long history of
cooperation with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. It started in fact
from the very moment when the Institute was created, The first suggestion
towards such cooperation was made as early as 1981. At that time I just
started to discuss with the university the proposal to establish Verbiest In-

stitute. In October 1981 I met Zhao Fusan, then Director of the Institute for



Study on World Religions, at the Montreal Conference with Catholic and
Protestant delegates from the West and from China. When I asked Zhao Fu-
san for his advice on our projects he approved the idea and strongly encour-
aged me to cooperate in the future with CASS. Two weeks later I participa-
ted in Trento (Italy) in the International Conference on Martino Martini and
met with Prof. Ma Yong, expert in Altaic Studies at the Institute for Histo-
ry (CASS). He spoke in the same line as Zhao Fusan. As a result of these
contacts I visited the CASS in Beijing in May 1982. The Academy was then
still in the prbcess of moving into its new recently completed building at
Jianguomen Neidajie, nr 5. I met with Director Huan Xiang and with Zhao
Fusan and informed them that the Leuven University had agreed to establish
Verbiest Institute which intended to do research on the Sino-Belgian rela-
tions. We had learned that already in 1964 historian Dai Xueji had written
extensively and published “Lishi Yanjiu” on the work of the CICM mission-
aries in Inner Mongolia. The purpose of my visit was to look for cooperation
of Chinese scholars in our research. Back in Belgium in June of 1982 I
travelled to Paris to meet Prof. Ma Yong and Prof. Birra (Ulaanbaatar)
who participated in an International Conference on Altaic Studies. Prof. Ma
Yong joined me as I returned to Louvain. I introduced him to Vice-rector
Karel Tavernier of Louvain University and we discussed ways of cooperation
in the future. Prof. Ma Yong gave a lecture for professors of Sinology and
the Faculty of Letters on “Ferdinand Verbiest and Belgian Missionaries in
Ching”. He strongly encouraged the scholars to get involved in historic re-
search on some famous missionaries who had become men of science in Chi-
na. The feedback was positive,

The first scholarships offered by Verbiest Institute went to Mrs. Zhang
Jiaping, introduced by the Institute for Study on World Religions. She came
to Belgium in September 1982 to study theology in French at the University

of Louvain-La-Neuve. Then followed a researcher of the Academy of Social
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Science, Fu Le-an who came to Leuven University in 1983. Upon his return
to China he published the fruits of his return in a book on Thomas Aquinas.
On October 4, 1985 Zhao Fusan was invited by Verbiest Institute and the In-
stitute of Philosophy KU Leuven to present a lecture on: “The Distinct Fea-
tures of Religion in Chinese History. ” In June 1990 I was invited by the In-
stitute for Study on World Religions to give a lecture on “The Aggiornamen-
to of the Catholic Church since Vatican IT”.

In November 1999 Verbiest Institute organized in Louvain an Interna-
tional Symposium on “Church-State Relationships in countries of Asia and
Europe” together with the Faculty of Canon Law of KULeuven. Three
scholars from China were invited and presented lectures; Zuo Xinping, Li
Pinye, Chen Hongxing. The proceedings of that symposium where later
published in Chinese by Verbiest Institute Taipei under the title; “Between
Caesar & the Lord ” During his China visit in 2005 Cardinal Godfried Dan-
neels presented a lecture on “Catholic Faith and Science” at the CASS.

It was in line with this growing cooperation between Verbiest Institute
KULeuven and the Chinese Academy of Social Science that both institutes
jointly organized the 10” International Symposium in Beijing. “To promote
dialogue, cultural exchange and cooperation in research with institutes in
China” is the main goal of Verbiest Institute. The overview of our history of
cooperation shows that much has been achieved so far. The 10" International
Symposium of 2009 was one more important event in that history. We all

wish that more cooperation and exchange will follow in the future.

Jeroom Heyndrickx, cicm

" Director of Ferd. Verbiest Institute, KU Leuven
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