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Study on Contemporary Western
Thoughts of Relationship between
Edueation and State

——from Perspective of Views of the Interest of State

ABSTRACT

The relationship between education and state is one of key topics focused by
nation-states and international societies in the course of modernization, and also
as an essential problem of contemporary educational reform and development.
The dissertation explores contemporary thoughts of education-state relationship in
the west from the perspective of views of the interest of state, builds its
theoretical foundation and analytical framework on theories of western views of
the interest of state, which includes four dimensions; “ public view”,
“instrumental view” , “elite view” , “pluralistic view” of the interest of state.
The research methods involve literature review and comparative analysis. The
main conclusions of this research are as follows;

1. The western thoughts tradition of education-state relationship compose
historical source of thoughts of education-state relationship in the contemporary
era. The developmental course of western thoughts of education-state
relationship can be divided into three phases: Ancient Greek period, 17—19%
century and the first half of the 20" century. The thoughts of education-state



relationship in each phase are characterized with liberalism, nationalism and
republicanism, and these characters run through the whole evolution of western
thoughts of education-state relationship.  This  dissertation describes
developmental venation of western thoughts of education-state relationship so as
to settle basis of understanding contemporary thoughts of education-state
relationship in the west.

2. Based on the “public view” of the interest of state, neo-liberalists
discuss education-state relationship focusing on state’s intervention in education
and the role of education in the state. Firstly, theory of limited educational
function of state is put forward by Friedman. He thinks that the state has limited
function of rule-making and judgment, the expanding of educational power of
state is to cumber freedom and unreasonable, therefore, the state should
intervene education limitedly and introduce market mechanism into education.
Compared with Friedman, West brings forward theory of the myth of public
education by state. He reviews the origins of public education and private
education, concentrates on critics of state’s protection of education. On this
base, the historical and academic legitimacy of state’s indulge in education is
demonstrated, the proposition of removing state monopoly of education and
achieving education privation completely is advanced. Secondly, based on
liberal view of the state from the perspective of new rationalism ethics, Heslep
formulates the universal pattern of education’s moral role in the democratic state,
that is the function of education as a social institution of the democratic state and
morally obligatory for the practice of education in democratic society.

3. Based on the “instrumental view” of the interest of state, western-
Marxist educationalists specify education-state relationship concentrating on deep
analysis of the nature and characteristics of capitalistic schooling and the
relationship between state formation and national education system. Firstly,
theory of reproduction of state hegemony by education is advanced by Apple. In
his opinion, school is an institution of ideological hegemony, curriculum is a
“legal” official knowledge, the selection and organization of official knowledge

is an ideological process for the dominated to reconstruct hegemony. Secondly,



Dale borrows Althusser’s ideological state apparatus theory, follows a path
clearly recognized by Gramsci and sets forth the theory of education is the
ideological state apparatus. Thirdly, based on dialectic views of state, Carnoy
claims the social conflict theory of education, which holds that education should
reproduce capitalistic class structure and social relationship, but also have to
consider demands of the disadvantaged so as to avoid legitimacy crisis of state
and finally consolidate interests of boufgeois. Fourthly, Green discusses theory
of relationship between education development and state formation, thinks that
the process of modern state formation and national education sysiem are
accordant. ‘

4. Based on the “elite view” of the interest of state, neo-institutionalists
and public choice theorists discuss education-state relationship focusing on
interaction of education and state political development, and state bureaucrats
control and reconstruction of public education system. The “Stanford school” of
new institutionalism from the hypothesis of “economic man” of state, contends
education has influences on political development of state by patterns of
individual socialization, allocation and legitimation. The process of political
development of state which includes the formation of political centers, state
building and nation building is essential to educational structure and its
development. Public cheice theorists ascribe the root of problems of public
education to siate bureaucrats control, compare public schools with private
schools and conclude that public schools under the control of state bureaucracy
are inefficient, therefore, the effective approach to reconstruct system of public
education is towards independent control of market.

5. Based on the “pluralistic view” of the interest of state, pluralistic
educationalists hold that education-state relationship is embodied in games
among interest groups in national education system. These interest groups
include government actor, special interest groups and the knowledge industry,
who are usually fighting for their interests in the formation and implementation of
state educational policies. Grass roots movements, political strategies and state

policies are resources of state educational polices, and the implementation of



state educational policies involves struggles between interest groups and
bureaucracies in which the state is to mediate and maintain balance.

6. Contemporary thoughts of education-state relationship in the west have
changed under the context of globalization. Based on theory of the end of nation-
state , neo-liberalists and post modernists put forward the destruction and the end
of national education system. However, western-Marxist educationalists, based
on theory of the transformation of nation-state, consider that national education
system does not end and it should transform correspondingly according to
recombination and adjustment of educational power of state.

In conclusion, the dissertation discusses the intrinsic development track,
“historical logic” and character pedigree of contemporary thoughts of education-
state relationship in the west, and proposes that western thoughts of education-
state relationship contribute to observing the practice of educational reform,
constituting scientific education development plans and constructing favorable
education-state relationship in China.

Key Words; neo-liberlism, western-Marxism, neo-institutionalism, public
choice, pluralism
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