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Education and Discipline

Part 1 Notes to vocabulary and texts

]

I. Vocabulary

1

. dynamics: n. J1%%; Bh %

a) (used with a sing. verb) The branch of mechanics that is concerned with the effects of forces
on the motion of a body or system of bodies, especially of forces that do not originate within
the system itself. Also called kinetics.

b) (used with a pl. verb) The forces and motions that characterize a system. E.g. The dynamics of
ocean waves are complex.

¢) The social, intellectual, or moral forces that produce activity and change in a given sphere.
E.g. The dynamics of international trade have in}]uenced our business decisions on this
matter.

d) (used with a pl. verb) Variation in force or intensity, especially in musical sound.

¢) (used with a sing. verb) Psychodynamics.

Note: Dynamic as an adjective means energetic.

. ethical: adj. morally right or acceptable. 1&FE, TEEMN; BB FARIEER; & FEER

Note: Ethical is not used to describe a person, but it can describe a person’s behaviour. It is often
used to talk about the actions and activities of businesses. E.g. I don t consider the arms trade to
be an ethical one.

SYNONYMS  moral, ethical, virtuous, righteous. These adjectives mean “in accord with right
or good conduct”. Moral applies to personal character and behavior, especially sexual conduct:
“Our moral sense dictates a clear-cut preference for these societies which share with us an



3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.

4 [ EEECOER (1~2) SRS (22H)

abiding respect for individual human rights” (Jimmy Carter). Ethical stresses idealistic standards
of right and wrong: “Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants” (Omar N. Bradley).
Virtuous implies moral excellence and loftiness of character: “The life of the nation is secure
only while the nation is honest, truthful, and virtuous” (Frederick Douglass). Righteous
emphasizes moral uprightness; when it is applied to actions, reactions, or impulses, it often
implies justifiable outrage: “He was...stirred by righteous wrath” (John Galsworthy).

kindliness: ». kindly: adj., -li-er, -li-est.

a) Of a sympathetic, helpful, or benevolent nature: a kindly interest; a gentle, kindly soul.
b) Agreeable; pleasant: a kindly breeze.

c) Characterized by kindness and concern for others.

SYNONYMS  kind, kindly, kindhearted, benign, benevolent. These adjectives mean having or
showing a tender, considerate, and helping nature. Kind and kindly are the least specific. E.g.
thanked her for her kind letter a kindly gentleman. Kindhearted especially suggests an innately
kind disposition. E.g. a kindhearted teacher. Benign implies gentleness and mildness. E.g.
benign intentions a benign sovereign. Benevolent suggests charitableness and a desire to
promote the welfare or happiness of others. E.g. a benevolent contributor.

modicum: ». a small, moderate, or token amount. E.g. “England still expects a modicum of

eccentricity in its artists” (Ian Jack).

unduly: adv. excessively; immoderately.

undiluted: from the verb dilute:

a) To make thinner or less concentrated by adding a liquid such as water.

b) To lessen the force, strength, purity, or brilliance of, especially by admixture.

c¢) To decrease the value of (shares of stock) by increasing the total number of shares.

subject to: often used with words ?elating to changes. E.g. to be subject to change/delay/

alteration/cancellation/amendment. 1t is also often used to refer to places that are affected by

environmental factors. E.g. subject to drought/flooding/erosion/severe weather conditions.

Note: subject can also be used as a verb: to subject someone or something to something means

“to make someone or something experience an unpleasant or worrying thing”; E.g. The inquiry

Jfound that they had been subjected to unfair treatment.

outlet: #.

a) a way, especially a pipe or hole, for liquid or gas to go out: a waste water outlet

b) a way in which emotion or energy can be expressed or made use of. E.g. Her work provided
no outlet for her energies and talents. Writing poetry was his only form of emotional outlet.

9. bully: ».

a) a person who is habitually cruel or overbearing, especially to smaller or weaker people.
b) a hired ruffian; a thug.



