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Lesson One

Text

Pollution and Population

Since the beginning of man’s life on earth, human be-
ings have produced waste materials. When the world’s pop-
ulation was small, this did not cause any problems. Howev-
er, in the last two centuries the population has increased
rapidly, and large numbers of people have moved into towns
and cities to live. Also, technology has produced new mate-
rials which nature alone cannot safely break down. The
waste materials of modern society have beguh to pollute our
earth more and more each year, and the result is that pollu-
tion has now become a serious problem in almost every
country of the world.

The population explosion is the major cause of the diffi-
culties we face today. In the early 1900’s, only about 1,500
million people lived on the earth, It is thought that by the
year 2000,the number will be more than 6,230 million.

To feed the growing population, farmers make use of
large amounts of artificial fertilizers. These are easy to use,
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and contain rich food value for crops. However, fertilizer
which is not used by the crops goes into the ground and
eventually pollutes our rivers. Animal waste, which was once
used by farmers as fertilizer, is left on the ground and also
finds its way into our water supply. In some countries, 50%
of pollution comes as a result of farming.

To destroy modern materials such as plastics, it is neces-
sary to burn them. HoWever,the burning process produces
dangerous gases which kill trees and plants and also poison
the air thaf we breathe. _

One of the greatest problems is liquid waste from facto-
ries and homes. Large amounts of untreated human and in-
dustrial waste are put regularly into rivers, lakes and the sea.
The result of this is not only that fish die, but also that every
year hundreds of people die from eating poisoned fish.

Smoke from factories and homes causes air pollution.
Buildings become dirty, plants and trees die and sometimes
food crops in the fields are destroyed.

Perhaps the most dangerous type of pollution is from
the gases which are produced by car engines. These gases
contain large amounts of lead. Doctors know that lead causes
brain damage, especially in young children. We know today
that one of the reasons for the fall of the great Roman civili-
zation was that drinking water went to houses through' lead
pipes. The polluted water damaged people’s brains and bod-
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ies. In this way, a society which had ruled most of the ancient
world was partly destroyed by the effects of pollution. ‘It is im-
portant for modern man to learn from this lesson, and to take

serious steps to control pollution now.
New Words

pollution [pslu:fon] n. TH; FH
waste [weist] a. BEFHK; THAM

n. K () #; W% HE
nature [neitfo] n. KHR
pollute [palu:t] vt. FHE; 5%
artificial [ia:tififal] a. AEH; ATH
crop Lkrop] n. FE®; fEY
eventually [iventjusli] ad. BJG; & F
farming [fa:min] n. K; #E
plastics ['pleestiks] n. 3k} ; BRHE M
process [prouses] n. & v. &H
poison ['poizn] vt. BE; #FHE n. #H; BH
breathe [bri:d] vt.&vi. P
liquid [likwid] a. WHM n. W&
untreated [antriitid] a. KA
lead [led] n. #
damage [‘demid3] n. &vt. #F; B
civilization [isivilaizeifon] n. 3CHH

pipe [paip] n. BT



partly ["pa:tli] ad. ZR4 4 ; B 50 H
effect [i'fekt] n. &2 EH

Phrases and Expressions

1. a human being A
2. large numbers of WEH GEZWE LD
3. break down Wb WEBR fTHE
4. make use of FIA; -
5. large amounts of KER GEATEAIRD
6. water supply 7K
7. as a result of VESgeo e YGER
8. such as ) 4n
9. hundreds of ¥E: TrE2
10. die from [ eeeeer M JE.
Notes

1. in the last two centuriese:-

ERAHIMHELA.

last fEFEZ], AL “B /G M7 “BoR g "B L. bR
ACBRIEH”, FE ARG RE, 7 past G2 49) K ALE last
HE= X,

2. in the early 1900%s+--

the 1900°s f&“20 fit42 L +4E”. the early 1900s &“20
JLIEAE TR T S

the 1950’s Z“20 L A +FN”. wAIHEY, ", FEE
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3. The result of this is not only that fish die, but also
that every year hundreds of people die from eating poisoned
fish.

HERARIRERTET, fHSEFHEAARZXH
WM aihEx.

4. We know today that one of the reasons for the fall of
the great Roman civilization was that drinking water went to
houses through lead pipes.

ARBIVE, FBEAHTZLIOARCHRRNZ —&
RGBS B E L.

4]t that one of - pipes & know B E A M), WHFEX
AEIEBMNDY, was J5H that 51 R XA —REBEN,

5. It is important for modern man to learn from this

lesson.

HEAEIANBM B RBEI.

Word -Study

care
L.vtdr &, i
I don’t care what they say. 1’1l go on with my work.
BASHBMNENRT 24, BRAREII TE.
She doesn 't care how far she will have to go.

TE BE, WEAET.



He didn’t care how difficult the problem was.

AERBFIRYE, AP,

2 ViER, B

Would you care for a cup of tea?

X—HhE, 2

Would you care to come in and have something to
drink?

ARG 4, (192

He didn’t care much for music.

HBLABIA K ERE IR,

3. viBB R

We students must care for each other.

BA e b B AR R

He cared for the child during the summer holidays.

2R At E M.

4. take care of FEE; MM

I took care of John when his mother was ill.

LIRM BRI, REER.

hold

1. vi.& %, BH
She held her child in her arms as she waited for the bus.

AR TFHEEE.

He stood in front of us, holding a national flag in hand.

WS R, 5 GK — TR,



Please hold the stool for me while I fix the light.

ERBITMHIERRBET.

2. ViRH, ¥

Will this suitcase hold all your clothes?

X ATFRE R TIRFTA M ARIR?

Our classroom can hold more than fifty students.

BIAZRANT B,

3. vt.E4T

Where are we to hold the meeting?

BAVEH 2B F 47

Presidential .elections in the United States are held once
every four years.

XE LKL BIERHFT K,

4. vi.fess REr

We hope that the fine weather will hold throughout the
week.!

BMNFEXABHRK - HABX L.
Exercises

I .. Answer the following questions:
1. ‘When didn’t the waste materials cause any problems?
2. Can nature alone safely break down new materials
which technology has produced?
3. Has pollution now become a serious problem in al-

most every country of the world?



I.

4.

To feed the growing population, what do farmers

make use of?

. Where dose fertilizer whichis not used by thecrops go?

. What was once used by farmers as fertilizer?

In some countries, half of pollution comes as a result
of farming, doesn’t it?

Does untreated human and industrial waste have any
influence upon fish?

Do gases which are produced by car engines pollute

our environment? Why?

10. What damaged people’s brains and bodies in ancient

Roman times?

True or False;

1.

Just in the past few years, human beings have pro-
duced waste materials.
In the last two centuries large numbers of people

have moved into the countryside to live.

. The waste materials of modern society have begun to

pollute our earth more and more each year.

The population explosion is the major cause of the
difficulties we face today.

To feed the growing population, farmers make use
of large amounts of animal waste.

Artificial fertilizers contain poor food value for

Crops.



