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INTRODUCTION

1. Tantrism in Early Chinese Buddhism

The age of the T‘ang dynasty (618-907 A. D.) was a period when
various foreign religions were flourishing in China. Among these the
most important by far was Buddhism. As a result of the development of
Buddhist philosophy and theology during the Six Dynasties, there arose
in the early part of the T‘ang period different sects such as Ch‘an and
T‘ien-t‘ai. These represented the higher form of Buddhism the value
of which was not easily appreciated by ordinary people. On the other
hand, the tantric form of Buddhism, in which magic played a principal
role, was quite popular among the upper classes during the eighth and
ninth centuries. It was during the seventh century that tantric Buddhism
began to be systematized and reduced to a philosophical basis in India®.

Nevertheless, even before this time there existed latent tantric elements

@ Cf. B. BHATTACHARYYA, Buddhist Esoterism 32-42.



