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Preface

China has witnessed earth-shaking changes since the adoption of reform and opening-up policies
two decades ago. Under the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics, China launched a modernization program which has led to rapid economic boom
and, in the meantime, injected fresh air and exuberant vitality into the sector of education.All these
achievements should be, above all, attributed to Comrade Deng Xiaoping, genenal designer of
reform and open-up policies, and to the epoch-making Third Plenary Session of the llth Congress of
the Communist Party of China(CPC)held in 1978.

At important junctures of history, the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Congress restored
order out of chaos, drew up plans for thorough-going reform and re-defined the party’s ideological
line of emancipating the mind and seeking truth from facts.The Congress shifted the party’s priority
from class struggle to economic construction to herald the advent of a new milestone in the history
of the development of the Communist Party of China and the Chinese nation.

Over the past two decades, the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Congress,
enriched and further developed with time, has inspired millions of Chinese people to make remarkable
achievements. Deepening the reform and revitalizing education constitute an important component
of the spirit of the Congress and the modernization drive of China as a whole. Since the Third
Plenary Session, the whole Party and the entire society have given unprecedented support to the
cause of education. As a result, the national strategy of invigorating the nation through science and
education has been universally acknowledged and gradually implemented. Rallying under the great
banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory, the whole staff in the field of education are making their utmost
efforts to carry out reform and making remarkable contributions to the development of education.
In the past two decades, educational reform has taken shape and the quality of education has been
greatly improved. The rapid development of education has helped facilitate the enhancement of the
quality of the whole nation, the advancement of socialist modernization and the ethical and cultural
progress. Two decades of reform and opening-up is a brilliant chapter in the Chinese history. Two
decades of educational reform has written an amazing chapter in the modernization drive of China.

At the turn of the century, the historically significant 15th CPC Congress has set an important
framework for the development in the 21st century. Under the leadership of the Party Central
Committee with Jiang Zemin at its core, the Chinese people will hold higher the great banner of
Deng Xiaoping Theory and draw up a more magnificent blueprint for education and the socialist

modernization drive of China.
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