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Abstract

As an important cultural symbol of Human Beings, beads and pendants played
conspicuous roles in history. In this thesis, I mainly focus on those beads and pendants which
related to culture exchanges between China and Western world during times from Western
Zhou Dynasty to Eastern Jin Dynasty. First of all, I collect archaeological data excavated
from China, and trace their artistic conception sources. Second, on the basis of observations
of variations shape of matrix and the use functions in the spreading process, I discuss the
collision and the fusion situation when exotic culture elements enter in China, analyze the
Chinese culture adjustment mechanism confronting the exotic culture elements. And then, I
outline dissemination ways of different exotic beads and pendants, analyze the intermediaries
through whom the beads and pendants entered in ancient China, and from the Eurasia
macroscopic historical perspective, with the chronological analysis of different type of beads
as well as popular regions, summarize gradual characteristic of foreign beads even the cultural
exchanges between China and the West.

This thesis has analyzed 13 kinds of beads and pendants which were popular during times
from Western Zhou Dynasty to Eastern Jin Dynasty, including faience beads, soda lime silica
glass beads, compound eye beads, etched carnelian beads, Indo-Pacific beads, amber beads,
multifaceted beads, jug beads, lion shape beads, gilt glass beads, lapis lazuli beads, face beads
and head pendants. Their special details different respectively, but their appearances in ancient
China related to culture exchanges between China and Western world, although several kinds
like faience beads, Indo-Pacific beads and jug beads, are not so certainly, but probably. Several
kinds, including soda lime silica glass beads (West Asia), etched carnelian beads (India, West
Asia) and multifaceted beads (India, Mediterranean world), gilt glass beads (Rome Empire
or India), face beads and head pendants (Mediterranean world) excavated from China are
certainly imports. The kinds which existed both imported products and native imitations are
compound eye beads and lion shape beads. The kinds which made with imported materials are
amber beads (the Baltic Sea coast, Burma), the lapis lazuli beads (Afghanistan).

What the situation is quite complex are the compound eye beads and the etched carnelian
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beads. Eccentric eye beads (Type Ab) and eyes separated by geometry line beads (Type H)
in overseas which do not existed, should be creations of Chinese artisans in the foundation
of imported compound eye beads. Concentric eye beads (Type Aa) are universal in Western
world; Chinese specimen of this type similar to those came from West Asia. The artistic
conception of spot eye beads (Type B) including flush spot eye beads (Type Ba) and raised
spot eye beads (Type Bb) should be credited to ancient Egyptians. Impressed ring eye beads
(Type C) have a close relations with Iran, special “football beads™ then possibly comes from
India. Horned eye beads (Type D), Mediterranean world; Grouped eye beads (Type E),
possible West Asia (not very sure); Inlaid coil eye beads (Type F), ancient Egypt; and Horus
eye beads (Type G), India. As for etched carnelian beads, I can not firmly refer to concrete
origin of Type A due to its universality in western world, but according to the distributions
of unearthed places, I suggest that some discoveries of the Guangdong, Guangxi and Yunnan
should come from Southeast Asia. Type B, Type Cb and Type D probably come from India,
Type Ca originates from West Asia.

On the basis of above analysis, I discussed following issues: 1) Differences of choices
for manufacture materials to making beads and the use tradition between Western world and
China. The former prefers rare, firm and solemn materials like amber, lapis lazuli, gold and
silver, this situation is probably linked with that beads and pendants in Western world were
mostly took as talisman or amulets; As for the latter, takes the jade beads as the large amount,
even if faience and glass appeared, Also were soon took a great extent to the supplement
and the substitution of the jade. Differences of raw material choices reflected deep level
cultural psychology. Moreover, the appearance of Chinese gold beads and even the gold
vessels possibly were influenced by foreign world, in particular the Eurasian steppes. For the
use tradition, western beads and pendants were provided strong connections with religious
consciousness, social class distinctions, economic life and trade. In ancient China, the main
function of beads and pendants is to be adornment, and on the basis of this main function,
gradually combined to traditional etiquette. 2) Two interests of Chinese artisans stimulated
by foreign beads, one is imitations for materials which caused directly the technological
innovation in related field, the other is imitations for shapes and decorations. 3) Variations of
beads shapes and use functions of Chinese imitations caused by cultural ignorance, I center
especially here on the issue of the variations of use functions and cited three manifestations: a)
Foreign beads combined with Chinese traditional rituals; b) As luxury goods which came from
external world, the foreign beads often were taken as wealth; ¢) The foreign beads were often

taken as decorations for other utensils. On the basis of above three aspects content, I discussed
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the Chinese culture adjustment mechanism initially to the external things, namely the process
of collision—absorption—transformation—fusion—assimilation.

According to scopes in which different foreign beads and pendants discussed in this
thesis originated and disseminated, and to scopes in which they disseminated in China, as well
as domestic and foreign related discoveries and researches, taking the macroscopic historical
perspectives of Eurasian Continent as the reference, I believed, the foreign Beads entered in
China from Western Zhou to Eastern Jin through three Channels including Eurasian Steppes
Road, Silk Road and Sea Road. Even if same kind is dissimilar in diffusion route when times
changed.

After discussed diffusion routes of various beads, I approached the factors which caused
these foreign beads and pendants entered in China and the intermediaries who carried them in.
I am inclined to consider that the national migrations and the trades (including official trades
and folk trades) should be main motivations(the trade has possibly played the major role).
The crowd which participated in the trades then include broadly Eurasian nomads, various
nationalities which participates in political and economical affairs of Eurasian Continent. The
situations are quite complex.

Finally, I divided culture exchanges between China and Western world from Western
Zhou to Eastern Jin period into four stages: The Western Zhou Dynasty, from Spring and
Autumn period to early time of Western Han Dynasty, from middle stage of Western Han
Dynasty to last stage of the Eastern Han Dynasty, and the Wei Jin times. I pointed out that the
changes of foreign beads and pendants in each stage perfectly fit the transformations of overall

pattern of China and even the entire Eurasia.
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