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Text A

How Difficult Is English?

Like the national push for Asian literacy in Australia, there has been
foreign languages fervor in China, with English on top of the list. Eng-
lish is not only taught at schools, colleges and universities, bu* also at
evening classes, on radio and TV. Parents hire private tutors for their
school children; adult English learners would sacrifice the weekend at an
English corner in a public park practicing their spoken English with peo-
ple of the same interest and determination. Is English such a difficult lan-
guage that it really demands people to invest a large amount of time and
energy before it is mastered? The answer, if I am asked to offer, is un-
doubtedly, yes. )

From my personal experience, I think learning English means far
more than learning its pronunciation, its grammatical rules, its words,
etc. It involves learning everything about the countries where it is used
and the people who use it. Without such a complete understanding of the
language, the English a foreigner speaks will inevitably sound strange or
even unintelligible though there is not anything wrong with his pronunci-
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ation, sentence structure and the words he uses.

The social customs and habits of the English-speaking people con-
tribute a lot to the difficulty a foreigner has in learning it. Take the Chi-
nese English learners for example. “Hello” and “Good morning” may
sound a little bit simple to Chinese people. It is totally beyond the under-
standing of a Chinese English learner that native English speakers would
be annoyed when they’ re addressed “Where are you going?”, which is a
commonly used addressing among the Chinese. Is there anything wrong
with the English sentence structure? Of course not. It takes quite some
time for a Chinese English learner to understand the western concept of
privacy being violated in this address. By the same token, “Have you
eaten?” (which is another addressing term the Chinese people usually
use) will sound to native English speakers that the Chinese are so hos-
pitable that they invite people to meals off-handedly. Meanwhile, the
Chinese would be shocked to hear, “Oh, it’s very nice of you. When?”,
if the addressee happens to have a craving for Chinese cooking and has
not had his dinner yet.

“We can say we are going to have chicken for dinner. Why can’t we
say pig, bull or sheep for dinner instead of pork, beef or mutton?” Chi-
nese English learners may raise such questions. Figuring out the reasons
for the peculiar English vocabulary is no easy task for Chinese English
learners. But the problem is that memorizing English words mechanically
would be devastating and inefficient if they did not know what had hap-
pened in British history. Thus learning English (and other languages as
well) involves learning the history of the countries where it is spoken. A
task of this kind is more difficult for Chinese English learners than for
people who speak a western language other than English because Chinese
has nothing in common with the alphabetic English and China had little
contact with the Western world in modern history. Consequently, the
background knowledge of English fascinates large numbers of interested
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and determined English learners in China but at the same time disheart-
ens quite a few.

The Western and Oriental values are found to be in confrontation in
learning English. Native English speakers may complain about Chinese
confusion when using “he” and “she”, for the two words sound the
same, though, different in written forms in Chinese. As a result, some
native English speakers conclude that the Chinese are unable to tell the
difference between the two sexes. But native English |speakers are more
gender blind than the Chinese when they mention their cousins. The con-
fusion caused by the confrontation of Western and Chinese values, to a
certain extent, affects the Chinese English learner’s comprehension of
what he/she reads and hears. Only by developing an understanding and
tolerance of different cultural values can a Chinese English learner reach
the goal of communicating with native English speakers.

A Chinese English learner could not have a good command of Eng-
lish unless he overcomes the cultural barriers (not all, of course!) in
learning English. Many Chinese translate what they think about in Chi-
nese into English when they talk or write. This kind of English in-
evitably affects the fluency and flow of speech, the amount of information
conveyed, and, above all, the quality of communication.

The above is, not wholly, how difficult English is. Some native
speakers might have said, “You foreigners don’t use good English!” at
the time a foreigner fails to understand what he is saying. “Why should
[?7” T would protest, though. Still, I have to keep asking myself: Is it

possible for a foreigner to command English?

Notes

1. Asian literacy, WHiE T . MAKRWBUFME, H & DUE BB MER
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JETE A UK L /N A B PR FR . AF foT /N5 b APk R LA b 1
WMTE & P — R R R 5 B = .

. ...if the addressee happens to have a craving for Chinese cooking and
has not had his dinner yet. ------ mEWEHERZ EFESZ TP
EXa,mH X5 EEZIR, addressee Wi &, Z il 14 -ee
FRZHHE ., B employee, 8 51 ; trainee, Z Il A .

. Figuring out the reasons for this peculiar English vocabulary is no easy
tasl; for Chinese English learners. %7 ) JoiE a9 S E A KU, B HiX
BERR TR FE AR BRI AE S . AL no FR 54 r 4R 2
AR EREL . Flm.

Toby is no fool.

FEHRAZBIR,

R HL#E : Tony is not a fool.

FEHAE,

no &2 iA], FIFE 44 R AT, B A4 “not a”Z(“ not any”, Ul

He has no ( =doesn’t have a) child.

ik HE T

There is no ( = not any) water in the cup.

HFREHE K,

HAAEN T H not, LEFE a, all, many, much # enough 2 &7, 40 .

Not many tourists come here.

ROHFERZ,

There is not enough food for all of us.

EKNEHAR.

. ...memorizing English words mechanically would be devastating and
inefficient if they did not know what had happened in British history.
""" MRATEIE S, JEi0 6 1 9005 A 2 L FE . devastating
W SRPE Y ; inefficient AL AR . b AL FE S0 1078 5 9235 6 JLE G
5. EXAER T BMIES, R EAEFELMR. RTEMU
BR, B WA BTHEERRT )
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S. ...people who speak a western language other than English. .. JE 3%
TEEZRM TGN e other than {# other + n. + than A[FET

You will have time to visit other places than those on the agenda.
2= 7 e ) 2R LA SN 3T Y

other than # HAA—PMEERE“BRT ", Flm.

All parts of the house other than the windows were in good condition.

R T 8 55k, BT H At o ER A

6. But native English speakers are more gender blind than the Chinese when

they mention their cousins. {H/Z27EW &R EMBHE, BHEZIEM ANE
BSIRIETET . gender blind B A“ARHEMWR, BL A",

. Only by developing an understanding and tolerance of different cultur-
al values can a Chinese English learner reach the goal of communicat-
ing with native English speakers. ZJ#iEHFE AN REFHEINAH
SCAb 2 Ta) A PR R A 9E A A RE K B 5 SR B E LA B Re Only
BCEE A BRI, Eo R TRk, CRTEE, 2 NAEH%
S HICHIE R ) A ) h ) F A £ 1E = a Chinese English learn-
er, HIEF 5P /Z can reach. ..

Only in this way can you hope to improve the situation there.

HA KRR ITA A A Bk IR L i JRy o

New Words

fervor[ 'forvaln .

private [ 'praivit Jadj .

tutor [ 'tjutaln.

sacrifice [ 'seekrifais] vt. & wvi.

n.

determination [dijte:mi'neifon]n .

FAH, TAH

FEHIW, (FeEAFER) I
Wik, Wi

W, A

Py, YLsE



amount [a'maunt] n.
vl .
master [ 'masta]vt. & n.

undoubtedly [ an'dautidli]adv.

unintelligible [ anin'telidzebl]ad; .

annoy [a'noi] vt .
address [o'dres] vz .
concept [ 'konsept]n .
privacy [ 'praivasi]n .
token [ 'tsuken]n .

hospitable [ 'haspitabl]ad; .

off-handedly [ o(:)f'heendidli] adwv .

meanwhile [ 'mi:nwail Jadv .
shock [ fok]vt. & wvi.

n.
addressee [ jeedre'sii]n .
craving [ 'kreivig] n.
raise [reiz]vt.
vocabulary [ ve'keebjuleri]n .

memorize [ 'memaraiz] n.

mechanically [ mi'keenikali]adv .

devastating [ 'devasteitin]ad; .
inefficient [ ini'fifont ]ad; .
alphabetic [ jeelfa'betik] adj .
contact [ 'konteekt ] 7.
[kon'teekt]vt. & wi.
fascinate [ 'feesineit ] vz .
dishearten [dis'haztn]vt .

oriental [ ori'entl]ad; .

confrontation [ konfran'teifn]z .
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ait, FF

*ig

ZEILEEM M, 4
MEXERREY, MR
B, T

[R] eee oee s BE%S--; PP
B, W&

R FA

tra, RIE, F5
FER, #IEM

BEE[, SHETHERH
26, [F]AF

(ff) 8w, (fH)EDh
B, &3

Wi, ZEE

B, $hE

’ili, FF

WL AR, LR
o8 7A

DU, fE5EH:

BEIRH, M

Ry, BERKE

PEE CFI

Befrl, BRZE ,

() BAb, (5 )EKR
HRAE, RG] {E
fEAERE L, #HAHE
RITH

X4, W



confusion [ ken'fju:zon]n . REL, BE

gender [ 'dzenda]n . R

mention [ 'menfon]vt. & n. ®BE, £3

tolerance [ 'tolarans] 7 . BA, BE

goal [goul]n . H#r, BM

command [ka'mamnd]n. & wvt. H®ig, {5

overcome [ jauva'kam] vzt . AR

barrier [ 'beeria]n . iR, B

fluency [ 'flu(:)ansi]n . Tl

wholly [ 'hauli]adv . SE4chh, ik
Word Study

1. sacrifice

ot . }iﬁ ...... ﬂj—_‘%ﬁ%
In some countries, animals are sacrificed to a god.
E—EBEZE, Y EEESRRE M,
The ancient Greeks sacrificed lambs before engaging in a battle.
A AE S RATEE R NS

ve. Ak, WA
We decided to sacrifice the trip for a new car.
(7o e X KRR 88 TR EWF %

He sacrificed a promising career to look after his handicapped daugh-

ter.
i F R T i A A AT SR BB BR 9 2 Lo
n. £dh, FEE

They offered a pig as a sacrifice.
B ATHE— K FEAE S

A lamb was offered in sacrifice.



—HEFBAET &5
n. Hi%E, MR
Parents often make sacrifices for their children.
SRR K TR T T
Our teacher doesn’t approve of any sacrifice of studies to sports.
T ATA9 VB A R 2 B OE D
2. invest
vt. & vi. W
I have invested all my money in this company.
RACFT A BRI R LH T,
If T had any money to invest, I would invest it in that land.
HEA BB, RERRI bk,
The best choice is to invest in a business enterprise.
RAEEFREFE TR,
vt ATEIHENX, (HEnESE) HE
Everyone should invest some time in community service.
TS N AR R 2 AR S 0 8] A A DR 55
He invested a lot of time in trying to help those homeless children.

B A T Rt e e ) B AR L R A AT H B T

3.amount

n. &, —HE(E)
Please pay the full amount.
HRA

n. BE(ZMATHLFEER)
A large amount of damage was done in a very short time.
JeL I (6] Y B RAR K
He must often memorize large amounts of material.
b0 220 EAC KRR R R
vi. (FERED)IER]- - Z Z (2 10 M)
My income for that month amounted to $ 11, 120.
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