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Focus on population
With birth rates falling nearly everywhere, the “population explosion” may be fizzling out
(WS ) . Yet half the world's population is under 25. Even if women of this younger
generation have only two children each, population growth will
The UN predicts that the world population growth depends on different changes in

average family size. As you can see, just a small change in family size makes a lot of
difference.
3 A: 1.6 children or fewer B: 2 children C: 2.5 children

it

A: The world’s population might peak at 7.7 billion around 2050.

B: The world’s population would rise to 9.4 billion by 2050, reach 11 billion in the
next century, then it would remain steady.

C: The world’s population would reach to 11.2 billion by 2050, then continue to i
grow, reaching 27 billion by 2150.
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