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Abstract

In order to systematically review and analyze the past 40-year experiences of
China international friendship cities as well as build up a framework for the future
work, the International City Cooperation Center of the Chinese People’s Associ-
ation for Friendship with Foreign Countries ( CPAFFC) invited the Research
Center of City and Competitiveness of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS) to set up a joint study group in April 2014, and create a theoretical
framework of “City Friendship Interaction Index ( CFI Index)” . By using the
questionnaire survey methodology to collect data of friendship provinces, cities
and counties, the study group presents this special report with evaluation of
China international friendship cities over past 40 years.

The report begins with the review and prospect of China international
friendship cities starting from 1973, and discourses its development patterns. The
CFI Index is created and used to analyze the provinces, prefecture-level cities and
county-level cities through all internal level and inter-level comparison. Some
important findings have been discovered after all the analyses, and they are:
1) the eastern region of China holds a leading position of having international
friendship cities, which a rapid economic development in the region undoubtedly
plays a key role; 2) some provinces and cities in the central and western regions
have emphasized their historical and cultural resources which also achieve great
success in establishing international friendship cities even under less economic de-
velopment; 3) International friendship cities have played a significant role in in-
creasing city GDP ( like foreign trade), FDI and people-to-people exchange

(like tourism) .



Abstract

International friendship cities not only improve economic efficiency and
people-to-people relations, but also enhance the healthy relations between coun-
tries.

In the process of globalization, international friendship cities will become a
very important platform for future international relations as well a new research

area for international politics.
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