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PREFACE

“It is in the knowledge of the genuine conditions of our lives that we must

draw our strength to live and our reason for acting.”

Feminist philosopher Simone De Beawvoir in The Ethics of Ambiguity
(Citidel ; 1948)

Chinese researchers and practitioners have been involved in promoting gen-
der awareness and equity for over two decades, including with Ford Foundation
funding. Their success is apparent in the establishment of recognized centers,
programs, networks, and field projects. However, this work has tended to con-
centrate in particular thematic areas and locations. Further opportunities still exist
for strengthening links between gender theories, teaching and field practice; be-
tween different disciplines; between women’s studies and gender relations; be-
tween pioneers in the field and aspiring entrants; between key cities and more re-
mote locations; and between different sexua-lities. More processes for exchange
across projects or even networks to share the excellent information and experience
already residing within projects would also be beneficial.

The Gender and Participatory Research Center in the Yunnan Academy of
Social Sciences has been exploring some of these issues for a number of reasons.
Firstly, the Center is in China's far southwest, in a province with a large popula-
tion of rural, ethnic minority, and poorer residents. Center members are often
called on to address the gender equity and developmental issues of these groups
within the wider social, economic, and environmental context. Secondly, key
Center members have many years of experience in participatory and field — based
research. This has been honed through involvement in the Gender Group of the
Yunnan Participatory Research Association (YNPRA Network ), which also con-
tains sub — groups focusing on issues related to health, ethnic minorities, agricul-
ture, forestry, and biodiversity. Within the Association, Center members are fre-

quently challenged to articulate links between their gender group and these other
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sub — groups, and to work on joint research, training, and publication activities.

In the mid —2000’s, one of these activities was the development of case —
studies based on field research. Some Association members had begun to use ca-
ses in their university courses and teaching to better prepare students for the anal-
ysis of actual, local, and complex problems. They also found that case—studies
lent themselves to more interactive teaching—they were rich in detail, open to al-
ternative viewpoints, and could easily engage with the experience, ethics, and
interest of the students. The International Institute for Rural Reconstruction
(IIRR) assisted some teachers to further refine their cases through training in
Writeshop technique, a methodology for participatory case — study development
and documentation.

Other institutions beyond Yunnan were also adopting case — based learning
methods for university teaching. In 2006, the Institute of Law in the Chinese A-
cademy of Social Sciences began to develop China’ s first text on gender and the
law. Much of law itself is case — based and so lent itself to the use of case studies
as a pedagogical technique. The School of Public Administration at Tianjin Uni-
versity was also planning to develop case — based texts on gender and administra-
tion. Field practitioners also realized that cases could effectively attract media at-
tention and popularize awareness of issues. This provided an excellent basis for
researchers and practitioners from different locations and specializations to ex-
change their experiences on gender case development.

Yunnan Gender and Participatory Research Center responded to this oppor-
tunity by developing inter — disciplinary and inter — provincial activities to
strengthen case study development for gender — based tertiary teaching and field
advocacy. These Foundation — funded activities included a conference on “ Using

»

Case — based Learning for Teaching and Advocating Gender Issues,” a mentoring
program, and a gender “case bank”. Mentoring aimed to strengthen the skills of
selected participants from provinces where relatively few gender — focused projects
had been undertaken. Whereas short — term training might have increased their
awareness of gender issues, it was unlikely to build their capacity, confidence,
and sustained interest in engaging with gender equity issues. So the Center invi-
ted these participants to join the conference, become familiar with case methods
and experiences, and to identify mentors from among the conference presenters

and organizers. These mentors helped the participants to develop proposals and



budgets for year —long small seed — grants, and to undertake field research, case
- study documentation, reflection, and dissemination. The gender “case bank”
was an experiment in promoting shared learning. It involved interested partici-
pants in “depositing” a case into a dedicated web —site ( “bank”) as an “in-
vestment” in order to “withdraw” a case study prepared by others.

This book represents results from these mentoring and case bank processes.
We congratulate all the participants on their achievements. We encourage you,
the readers, to be “second — generation” mentors, to actively engage with these
case studies and provide feedback to the authors about their cases. And beyond
this, we encourage you to also “invest” your own interest and gender case studies
in the project “case — bank” (http: //www. gpc5. com. ) because “It is in
the knowledge of the genuine conditions of [ all] our lives that we must draw our

strength to live and our reason for acting. ”

Ford Foundation Beijing Office
Gender Fund Coordinator (2006 —2010)
Irene Bain

30 Nov. 2010
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