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On Translation Course Teaching and

Students’ Intellect Development
Chen Xu

Abstract: At the very outset of English learning, conscious or
unconscious translation practices are restricted by the perceptual knowledge.
Nevertheless, a translation course for advanced English learners is required to
take translation as a subject of science, which helps the learners’ conception of
translation evolve {rom perceptual knowledge to rational knowledge,
transform their unconscious learning into conscious learning, and develop their
unsystematic study strategies into systematic and somewhat academic study
strategies. When teaching a translation course, the teacher should not only
impart knowledge to students, but also develop their intellect and correct the
“knowledge-oriented and intellect-neglected” misconception. As an ancient

Chinese saying goes, “giving a man a fish, you will feed him for the time
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being; teaching a man to fish, you will feed him for a lifetime.” Therefore,
intellect development is more important than knowledge impartment.

Key words: translation course;teaching;students’ intellect;development
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