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College

Work in groups.

Search the library or the Internet for information about college life.

Make a list of ten questions in English about college life, and divide them
among your group members.

Ask people who once went to college the ten questions and take notes.
Write a group report and prepare for an in-class presentation.
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Objectives:

Ss develop research skills and strategies.
Ss develop teamwork skills.
Ss develop competence in questioning.

Time: Unit time span

Steps:
Set guidelines for time and procedures for the project appropriate to Ss’ ability level.
Ss brainstorm possible resources (e.g. the school library, Internet, etc.) for interview samples
and extra information.
Divide the class into groups. Give groups guidelines for managing the task and the deadline for
completion. The group decides who will do what and who will keep a log of its activities.
Encourage Ss to design questions which cover as many aspects of college life as possible.
Remind Ss of time management throughout the project.
Encourage flexible presentation forms, e.g. the use of visual aids, telling stories, etc.

Notes:

Appropriate time management and job division are likely to be serious problems at the
beginning, where basic instructions on cooperation from the teacher should come in. As Ss get
used to the Field Work, they will become more experienced in these respects.

If Ss find it difficult to ask questions in English, do some practice on interview questions in
class. Ask Ss to use their question lists and do Q&A pair work. Circulate and monitor the
interviews. Have some random pairs perform for the whole class. Provide positive feedback.
Provide Sample Questions if Ss still have difficulties.

Assessment is based on group achievement at first. Later, as Ss become more skilled, individual
performance, presented in reports or essays on a personal basis, may make up a larger
percentage of the assessment.

Sample Questions:

1. When did you go to college?
2. Why did you choose the college you went to?
3. What was your major?
4. Why did you choose that major?
5. What did you think of the campus of your college when you first saw it?
6. What happened on the first day when you were at college?
7. What can you remember about some of your college teachers?
8. How did you like your roommates?
9. What was the happiest experience you had at college?
10. What was the most unpleasant experience you had at college?
11. How did you spend your spare time?
12. How often did you go to the library? What did you usually do there?
13. Did you work for any student organization? If yes, what was your job?
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Speaking

Look at the pictures on Page 2 and list words or phrases about them. Then share your
work with others.

Use the following sentence patterns and the words or phrases from Task 1 to describe
the pictures on Page 2 to your classmates.

A. In... you can see...

B. There is/are... in...

Work in pairs. Take turns asking your partner the following questions and make notes.
Organize your notes and report to the class using the given paragraph as a model.

Why do you come to college?

How do you like your college life?

What are the problems of living on campus?

What do you want to get from attending college?

Model Report

G

b
w

e

Tom is a college freshman. He studies computers because he wants to
start his own Web company in the future. He enjoys what he studies, but
he is having some problems with his roommates. He hopes he can get
over the problems soon.



Speaking

Objective: Ss develop a vocabulary list suited to
the theme.

Time: 10 minutes

Steps:
Ss read Speaking Task 1.
Ss choose one of the pictures.
Ss list five words about this picture. The
words may be any part of speech. Review
parts of speech if needed.
List the words on the board or invite one
student to write them on the board.
Ss group the words according to the parts of
speech.
Choose another picture and repeat the
above steps.
Add the following words to the word list
if they are not already there. Explain why
these words are useful to the theme.

Suggested Words:
library campus  schoolbus  hike

backpack trekking pole teaching building
tutor/teacher

Notes:
For classes where Ss are having difficulty
with the task or are reluctant to volunteer
answers, try the following:
Organize a chain game or domino (i.e. all
Ss taking turns in giving one word each)
or
Have Ss translate their ideas from
Chinese into English with the help of
Chinese-English dictionaries.
For a class with higher English proficiency,
skip this task and start on the next task.

Objective: Ss can use the vocabulary from Task
1 and the sentence patterns outlined for
Task 2 to create sentences.

Time: 10 minutes

Unit 1 College

Steps:

Ss read and do Speaking Task 2. Give
examples if needed.

Ss work in small groups and share their
sentences. For example, in pair work, one
student picks one word or phrase from the
vocabulary list, and the other makes the
sentence.

Notes:

In some weaker classes, make sure that Ss
understand the uses of the given structures.
Give examples when necessary.

Skip this task and start on the next task in a
class with higher English proficiency.

Sample Sentences:

In this picture, you can see a professor tutoring
a student in the teaching building.

There is a teacher and his student in this
picture.

There are some students hiking in the
mountain in this picture.

Objective: Ss are able to ask and answer

questions about college and give a report
based on the answers given to the questions.

Time: 10 minutes
Steps:

Ss read Speaking Task 3.

Ss spend 5 minutes interviewing each other
using the given questions or their own.

Ss prepare an oral report using their
partners’ answers and the given model.
Some Ss present their reports.

Notes:

Don't correct mistakes when Ss are making
the report.

Give affirmative feedback.

If Ss’ English proficiency is higher than the
target level, skip this task and organize a
less-controlled free talk to brainstorm ideas.
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Reading A

Try to work out the meanings of the

highlighted words with the help of
other words. The first one has been
done for you.

1. I must make adjustments to my

watch. It’s slow.

2. If students don’t like the food in
the college cafeteria, they can go

to the restaurants nearby.

3. The television interferes with his

studying. He cannot concentrate.

4. Excessive beer drinking will cause
stomach problems.

5. Philip works as a school counselor
to give advice and help to college

students.

Now read the following passage.
Fill in the blanks on the right of
each paragraph with words or
phrases that you think are the most
important for that paragraph. An
example is provided for you.
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Reading A

Task 1

Objectives:
Ss know some difficult words needed to
understand the reading.
Ss are able to understand the meaning of a
word from its context.

Time: 10 minutes

Steps:
Ss read Reading A Task 1.
Tell Ss that it’s not a good practice to look
up every new word in the dictionary while
reading. More importantly, we can often
get some ideas about the meaning of a new
word through context clues (i.e. the ideas
expressed by words before and after). Use
the first word as an example.
Allow 5 minutes for Ss to do the task. Tell

Unit 1 College

Ss that they will be asked to give the reasons
for their choices.

For each highlighted word, ask one student
to describe the context clues he/she used.
When a word is difficult, ask the rest of
the class to give further comments or
explanations. Add teacher comments when
necessary.

Notes:

Ss’ meanings don’t have to be exact. They
can be close or even just a little bit relevant.

When making a comment, encourage rather
than dishearten. Emphasize any good point
made by Ss. To encourage fluency, don’t
always try to correct.

Suggested Answers (The underlined words are context clues.):

1. I must make adjustments to my watch. It's slow. (changes, corrections)

2. If students don't like the food in the college cafeteria, they can go to the restaurants nearby. (a
restaurant, bar, etc. where people collect their own food and drink, often in a factory, college, etc.)

3. The television interferes with his studying. He cannot concentrate. (make hard for something to

happen, prevent something from happening)

4. Excessive beer drinking will cause stomach problems. (greater than what is normal or necessary;

too much)

5. Philip works as a school counselor to give advice and help to college students. (a person who gives

advice to people who need it)

. L 1
1asK £

Objective: Ss can select the key words from a
passage in order to get the main idea.

Time: 15 minutes

Steps:
Ss read Reading A Task 2.
Use the example to explain the task when
necessary.
Select some Ss to share their choices for the
first paragraph. Make a list of the key words
on the board or circle the words in the text
projected using an overhead projection
system if available.

Ss explain their choices using the following
pattern: “I think... and... are important
because this paragraph is mainly about..”

Ss check their choices with the list of key
words.

Repeat the previous steps for the other
paragraphs.

Note:

If Ss know the meanings of the list of
key words, then they should have a good
understanding of the passage.

&



