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Unit One
Reading Skills

ZHARTE

Three Reading Sirategies

BREARG—EBON, X TARGSHEY, RiZEHAR
ﬁ") TEMEEE, FRTERE =R, BRE. BERRE.
| & %;i
AT TEXEOSRKENRLER, MARAXILE.
B%iﬁ?’a‘ﬁu"l*%ﬁx
- PREN IR SEE, ERIR LSRR 8 &1E
AM?”?L\E”EL, AAEeE—-&qaY, w. B8, —
ERONG, A, SRHEES,

2. ARVAFR BXATGFH, TRERCREE, u
FEELEHES, BEHEREMERER. JH. E25%
HEAE (I because, however, as a result, therefore,
). P, TEHMIT, RBUKBHHESSH A
Elg-i

1) This long waterway called the English Channel,
is about 560 kilometers in length, and its greatest breadth,
between Ushant (an island near the northwest coast of
France) and the Sicilly Isles off Corawall, is about
190 kilometres.

2) If they knew how difficult it was to drill through
the hard rock, they would lose heart.

3. BENAE—ORMERHARER, RAFNEL,
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4. BEAFRNE-RRNEXEZEZAFOIE R, UK
FE—BWEERLR, BREARRKOEN, TEREEX
BES. R ERTURAS . =4,

5. ERXEMFE, MR, HikE, HEERNg
AT,

6. BE 4, REFTRERAM, THRET A, b
T SCEAE AR M B A

IRFARSR N 5 B T X AR, BEET WL,
BT BN, RIFRE G WL o & .

Presidents of the United States

The United States has had thirty-five presidents.
Grover Cleveland was elected as our 22nd and 24th pre-
sident. The State Department ([EZl%) has ruled that
he must be counted twice. This means that the office of
president has been filled by thirty-five different men,
that Lyndon Johnson is our 35th President.

The first president, Gesorge Washington, took office
in 1789. He served two terms that ended in 1797. When

he died, he was mourned here and abroad as one of ths

great men of the time. He was buried at his home at
Mount Vernon, Virginia, which is just outside Washing-
ton, D.C. Nine of our presidents have been elected for
two terms. Franklin D. Roosevelt served three full terms.
He was elected to a fourth term in 1944. He died in 1945,
and his term was completed by Harry Truman.

The shortest term was served by William Henry

Harrison who die_qonc monthw__af_tgr he togkiofficc in

2-2



1841. Four presidents were killed while in office. The
first of these was our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln.
He was shot a few months after his inauguration and
died at the age of forty-nine. William Mckinley was assas-
sinated in Buffalo, New York, in 1901. John Kennedy
was killed in Texas in 1963.

James Buchanan was the only bachelor (#.EfiX) to
be elected. He was assisted in the social activities of the
White House by a niece who is remembered f{or her
gracious ({¥Efy) manner as hostess.

One of our presidents (Andrew Johnson) had been
employed as a tailor before he became president. Three of

our Presidents—Washington, Grant, and Eisenhower—had

been Generals of the Army before they were elected.
Our 26th president, Theodore Roosevelt, had been a

Colonel (L#;) in the Army before he was elected to

serve as Vice-President during William Mckinley’s term

of office. After President Makinley was assassinated,

Theodore Roosevelt automatically became President. It was
in this way that he became the youngest man ever to be
called upon to fill the presidency. He was forty-three at
the time he was chosen.

The state of Virginia is known as the “Presidents’
State.” Eight of our presidents were born is Virginia
and seven were born in Ohio. Some of our presidents
will be remembered by {uture generations as great men
of their times.
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1) The subject of this short articleis .
a) about the life of American presidents
b) about the history of American presidents
c) about great statesmen of the United States
d) an introduction of American presidents
2) The main idea of this short article is that .
a) some of the American presidents were great
men in history
b) most of the American presidents came from
the state of Virginia _
¢) American presidents come {rom different
places with different social backgrounds
d) from George Washinghton to  Lyndon
Johnson, there wete all together 36 presidents
in the United States.

i @

MERNHEAE G R EMRPERFRNEE, M
M AHEMOITE. ERTETRH N

1. T Za1L 008 BAILR, DiHEREDE) Eik

2. DREMRREAMPE L, AT EIR ARG BT
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4. RERFFEEAER, [EETLE FéELX
52,

RBEFMEGHEERTECRE ABEHERSTE,
1) Whea did Shakespeare buy his houss in Stratford?

There has been much idie talk about Shakespeare’s
married life. The simple facts are that he left his wife
at Strat{ord (their son, Hamlet, died and was buried there
in 159¢ and there is no évidence that Anne ever joined
him during his stay in London), that no children were
bora to them after 1585, that about 1611 he moved his
wife and children into New Place, the fine house in
Stratford that he had bought in 1597, and that he joined
them there and died in that house in 1616.

ajy 1585

b) 1596

¢) 1597

d) 1611
2) What served as the post officc at the Cape of

Good Hope?

At the southern tip of Africa thers was once a post
office. In the old days the routs from Engiand to India
was around the Cape of Good Hope. The journey was
stormy and dangerous. It took six long months. Sailors
often wished to send mail home, but they seldom met
ships sailing back to England. So at the cape th:z sailors
would go on shore. They headed for a certain large stone.
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On the stone were the words “Look hereunder for letters.”
They would leave their letters there, knowing that the
next homeward-going ship would stop and pick them up.

a) A mailbox:

b) A large stone.

c) A ship.

d) A tall tree.

II1. 48i%

RESMBHESCENATH, NERAMENTTE. A
N BEERRIT LA

1. 403 BE B R s, hEETIREE IR, 4
EAREF B,

2: AN, HREShEERSIENE R,

OB S RHTT, RMUASETT A TX

{EG:HIUIG]EW,\ =g

4. SLET—m AR R A T A, A RERY I [B] K 5 % o

5. BB —A—AWBPEmERXR E 0N
%, PlmTEGF TR REAER, —RE 1R,
TOARRZ A B 15,

Cars travel /on the right side /of the road /every-
where /in the United States:

BT 7 —EBE 3= 43 f&n Elf" IR I 4% mﬁ‘?‘@ﬁf

Hostels (2575 5% 1) offer the traveler to America an
even less expensive place to stay than the places discussed
above. Hostels can be found around the world and are
usuallx used by students and other young people. They
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provide not only an inexpensive place to stay, but also
give young people a chance to make new f{riends from
other countries as they travel. While hostels may not
offer the most comfortable rooms, they are convenient,
inexpensive (usually charging less than $5 per person
per day), and because they are attractive (i 3|J1149)
to traveling students and young people, hostels are

generally iriendly  places.

Reading Passages
(A) The Symbolic Process

The process by means of which human beings can
arbitrarily make certain things stand for other things
may be called the symbolic process.

Everywhere we turn, we see the symbolic process at
work. Stripes on the sleeve can be made to stand {or
military rank; rings of gold or pieces of paper can stand
for wealth: crossed sticks can stand for a set of religious
beliefs. There are few things that men do or want to do,
possess or want to possess, that have not, in addition
to their mechanical or biological value, a symbolic value.

All fashionable clothes, as Thorstein Veblen has
pointed out in his Theory of the Leisure Class, are high-
ly symbolic: materials, cut, and ornament are dictated
only to a slight degree by considerations of warmth,
comfort, or practicability. The more we dress up in fine

clothes, the more we restrict our freedom of action. But

27



by means of fashionable clothes, high heels and other
things, the wealthy classes manage to symbolize among
other things, the fact that they don’t have to work for
a living! On the other hand the—not—so wealthy, by
copying these symbols of wealth, symbolize their belief
that even if they do work for a living, they are just as
good as anybody else.

With the changes in life, many changes have taken
place in our ways of symbolizing social status. Except
for evening and party wear, fashionable clothes nowadays
are often designed for outdoor life and therefore siress
comfort, informality and above all freedom {rom the
conventions of business life -- hence the gaily coloured
sports shirts for men and pants for women.

Food is also highly symbolic. Specific foods are
used to symbolize specific festivals. For example, moon
cakes are eaten to celebrate the Chinese mid-autumn fes-
tival as the Chinese think that on the mid-autumn day
(August 15th of the lunar year), the moon is at its
brightest}

We select our {furniture to serve as visible symbols
of our taste, wealth, and social position: We often choose
our houses on the basis of a feeling that it “looks well”?
to have a “good address.” We trade in perfectly good
cars for later mocels not always to get better transpor:
tatlon, but to give evidence to ths community that we
can afford ft.
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The writer once had an eight-year-old car in good
zunning condition. A f{riend of his, a repairman who knew
the condition of the car, kept urging him to trade it for
a new model. “But why?” the writer asked, “The old car’s
in fine shape still.” The repairman answered scornfully,
4Yeah, but what the hell. All you’ve got is transportation.”

Recently, the term “transportation car” has begun
to appear in advertisements: for example, “4B Dodge —
Runs perfectly well: transportation car. Leaving, must
sell. $100” (Classified section of the Pali Press. Kailua,
Hawaii.) Apparently it means a car that has no symbolic
value and is good only for g-iting vou there and brings
ing you back -- a poor kind of vehicle indeed]

Such complicated and apparently unnecessary behas
vior leads philosophers, both amateur and professional,
to ask over and over again, “Why can’t human beings
live simply and naturally?” Often the complexity of
human life makes us look enviously at the relative sim-
plicity of such lives as dogs and cats lead:

However, the fact that more things can go wroag
with motorcars than with whezlbarrows is no reason for
going back to wheelbarrows. Simply, the fact that the
symbolic process makes complexity possible is no reason
for wanting to return to a cat-and-dog existence. A betier
solution is to understand the symbolic process so that
instead of being its slaves, we become, to some degree
at least, its masters.
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Notes to the Text

arbitrary /‘a:bitrori / a. £ 5 RETH

to stand for--to represent

ornament /’s:nomont / n. something used for deco-
ration FEiH

“There are few things that men do or want to do,---,
that have not, ---, a symbolic value” — Almost every-
thing that men do or want to do, -.- has, ..., a sym-
bolic value

practicality / preekti‘keeliti / n. the state of being
practical {4

heel /hi:l/ n. part of a shoe supporting the back of
the human foot #EFHR

convention /kon’venfon/ n. practice or custom based
on general consent {373 >J{&

to a slight degree-- to a small degree

yeah /jeda / (JEIEx) yes

visible /‘vizabl / a. that can be seen

scornfully /’sko:nfali / ad. 2@

complexity / kom’pleksiti / n! the state of being complex
=R/ i

simplicity / sim’pliksiti / n. the state of being simple

wheelbarrrow /‘wislberau / n. FiE#

Dorge /’dodzi/ n. JHITHIRZE
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Exercises:

Analysis of Ideas and Relationships: Circle the letter

next to the best answer.

1

2)

' 3)

4)

The main idea of the passage is that_

a) almost everything we do or we possess has a
symbolic value

b) very f{few things we do or we possess have a
symbolic value

c) some things we do have a symbolic value, but
most haven’t

d) things have no symbolic value unless some impor-
tant people start thinking they have

According to the passage, the wealthy people wear

fashionable clothes chiefly B

a) to keep warm

b) for comfort

c) for fun

d) to show that they can afford them

Houses are also symbolic. One reason given in the

passage for choosing houses is a feeling that they

should -

a) look good

b) face south

c) be located in a respectable district

d) be equipped with modern furniture

‘Transportation car’ means one that .

a) is transported by other vehicles
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