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The Palace Museum

The Place Museum, also known as the Forbidden City in the Ming and Qing Dynasties,
is the largest and the best-preserved palace complex extant in China. Completed in the
year eighteen during the reign of Emperor Yongle (AD 1420), it has been the power
center of China's last two feudal dynasties, the Ming and the Qing, and altogether 24
emperors have lived and ruled from this palace during the 500-year span.

Located in the center of the city of Beijing, the Forbidden City is rectangular in shape.
960 meters from north to south and 750 meters from east to west, with a girth of 3,420
meters and a land coverage of 720,000 square meters. The Forbidden City mainly con-
sists of two parts, the Outer Court and the Inner Court. The Outer Court is where the
emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties administered their duties and held audiences
with ministers. The broad composition of the Outer Court contains the three front halls
lying on a central north-south axis, namely, the Hall of Supreme Harmony, the Hall of
Perfect Harmony, and the Hall of Preservation of Harmony, flanked by the Hall of Lit-
erary Glory and the Hall of Military Eminence. These imposing and magnificent archi-
tectures in the outer court has vividly indicate the supreme power of the emperor as “the
son of the heaven”. The Inner Court centers on the three halls where the emperors and
empresses resided, namely the Hall of Heavenly Purity, Hall of Union and Peace and
Hall of Earthly Tranquility. On the two sides are two sub-axis centering respectively on
Hall of Peaceful Longevity where the sovereign father resided and Hall of Peaceful
Tranquility where the sovereign mother resided. In between the three axes are the six



eastern palaces and the six western palaces, where the concubines lived, and the five
eastern palaces and the five western palaces where the princes and princesses lived, and
Hall of Mental Cultivation and some accessorial palaces. The huge inner court is orga-
nized according to the functions. The palaces correspond to each other as well as differ
from each other. The constructions are elegantly and exquisitely decorated and are full
of vigor and life.

There are thousands of buildings and hundreds of courtyard in the Forbidden City. Each
courtyard is a close and independent spatial system. Centering the north-south central
axis, these systems of different styles and levels in the hierarchy are organized into an
organic whole in great harmony, fully reflecting the distillation and tradition of Chinese
palatial architecture. The Forbidden City represents the highest achievements ancient
China was able to make in architectural engineering and art. .
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The construction on the Forbidden City began in the forth year during the reign of the third Emperor of the Ming

Dynasty, Emperor Yongle (AD 1406), with approximately 1,000,000 laborers and 100,000 skilled artisans drafted from |

all parts of the country to take part in the construction. In the year eighteen during the reign of Emperor Yongle

e

e g

(AD 1420 ), the City was completed.



4] The Meridian Gate (Wu Men)
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?Ei The Meridian Gate is the main entrance of the Forbidden City. with a layout shaped like the letter U carrying

ancient morals.



he Gate of Supreme Harmony (Taihe Men)
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-cess to the three halls in the Outer Court is gained trough the Gate of Supreme Harmony, which was originally

named the Gate of Serving Heaven (Feng Tian Men) in the Ming Dynasty. It is the grandest of all the ceremc nial

gateways in the City.
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e three halls stand on three-tiered terraces 8.13 metres high. Occupying an area of 85,000 square meters, the

three main halls constitute the largest court in the Forbidden City.
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The Hall of Supreme Harmony was named the Hall of Serving Heaven (Fengtian Dian). Rebuilt in the year thirty

Kang Xi in the Qing Dynasty (AD 1695), it covers a floor area of 2,377 square metres




and stands 35.05 metres high. During the Ming and Qing Dynaties, the Hall of Supreme Harmony was the centre of

court activities. All of the important court ceremonies such as enthronements, imperial birthday celebrations, royal

weddings and the crowning of the empress were conducted here. Every year, New Year’s Day, Winter Solstice and |

Longevity Festival were also celebrated here.
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The tortoise and the crane were traditionally considered auspicious animals, symbols of the

glory and peace of the empire and the longevity of the emperor.
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AN s The Coffered Ceiling in the Hall of Supreme
Harmony
K FNREA 5% Interior of the Hall of Supreme Harmony
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In the centre of the hall, on a platform with seven stairs, there stands the carved

gilt lacquer throne. Overhead is a large sunken three-tiered panel of a curling dragon
holding a pearl in its mouth surrounded by designs of golden dragons covering the

panels of the coffered ceiling.




